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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Bill Butler (S3F-88): To ask the First Minister, during refugee week Scotland 2007, what stage has been reached in implementing the March 2006 agreement between the Executive and the Home Office on the treatment of asylum seeker families.

Reply from Alex Salmond: I salute Bill Butler for the consistent work that he has done on the issue over many months since he came to the Parliament. We are working towards full implementation of the March 2006 agreement. We will hold the Home Office and the Border and Immigration Agency to account for every element of that agreement, and we will press for further progress where that is required in the interests of children, families and communities in Scotland that are affected by these issues.

Bill Butler: The First Minister will know that, when I raised the matter with his predecessor on 29 March, Mr McConnell was able to report significant progress in respect of enhanced background checks on immigration staff and that agreement had been reached on

"lead professional arrangements, which should ensure that the particular needs of children are taken into account."—[Official Report, 29 March 2007; c 33757.]
Question and answer session continues on the next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page
Mr McConnell also evinced a hope—indeed, an expectation—that the 1,000 so-called legacy cases would be treated in a proper and sensitive manner, resulting in many such individuals being allowed to stay. Given the overlapping nature of devolved and reserved responsibilities in this area, will the First Minister, when he meets the new Prime Minister, pledge to continue the approach of Jack McConnell in working co-operatively with Westminster, so that the agreement is put fully in place and legacy cases are dealt with humanely? Will the First Minister report back to the chamber on the outcome of his discussions with Gordon Brown on this very serious matter?

Reply from Alex Salmond: The answer to the last part of Bill Butler's question is yes. I saluted him for his work on the issue and I do so again. However, I do not share his interpretation that substantial progress has been made on the issue since 2006. The former Minister for Education and Young People provided a detailed written update on the non-implementation of the agreement to the Communities Committee and the Education Committee on 20 March. We should all realise that there has been considerable dragging of feet by the BIA in respect of lead professional arrangements. Adam Ingram is meeting Glasgow City Council today to ensure that there can be no suggestion that there will be any delays in Scotland to excuse in any way either the BIA or the Home Office from implementing an agreement that, after all, was reached in March 2006. I think that all members would have wanted much greater progress to have been made by June 2007.

Patrick Harvie: I am sure that the First Minister is aware that one of the reasons why children of asylum seekers have been treated so badly, especially in Glasgow in incidents known as dawn raids, is that the United Kingdom Government has made a decision to exclude those children from the terms of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Does he agree that it is shameful that some of the most vulnerable children in our country do not have access to the same basic protection on which children in civilised countries around the world can rely? Will he commit the Government to ensuring that its devolved functions are exercised as though the UNCRC applies to those children?

Reply from Alex Salmond: I agree with what Patrick Harvie says and I make the commitment that he requests.

Hugh O'Donnell: I am sure that the First Minister agrees that Dungavel figures prominently in the issue that Patrick Harvie raised. What discussions has the First Minister had with the UK Government about the situation of young people in Dungavel?

Reply from Alex Salmond: I intend to hold such discussions with the UK Government as soon as we get the institutions established that will enable them to properly take place.

Given that there is a substantial feeling that the Home Office and the BIA have not been as quick as they should have been in implementing the agreement, it is a priority that we ensure that there is no suggestion that any institution, council or governmental body in Scotland can be accused of foot dragging. I know that there is concern about the issue right across the Parliament and I assure Hugh O'Donnell that, through the proposed institutions, I will do everything that I can to continue to pursue the issue until the blot and stain of dawn raids is removed from our country.
Question and answer session continues on the next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page
Sandra White: Does the First Minister share my concern about the plight of Sana Hussein and her four children, one of whom is a nine-month-old baby, who were taken to Dungavel on Friday and then had to suffer being transported by van to Tinsley house—a journey of 14 hours—on Sunday? Does he agree that that is totally unacceptable? Will he join me in welcoming Sana, who was released yesterday and who phoned me last night, back to Glasgow?

Reply from Alex Salmond: I share Sandra White's concern, I join her in welcoming Sana Hussein back to Glasgow and I pay tribute to her extensive work on the issue.

When people consider the general issue of asylum seekers and dawn raids, they sometimes think that there is logic and sense behind some of the attitudes that have emanated from the Home Office. However, I suspect that when people look at specific cases—when the issue boils down to individual families and individual children—and become aware of the circumstances of many of the families and children concerned, their opinion changes quite dramatically. Sandra White does well to bring to the Parliament one such case and I salute what she says.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0621-02.htm#Col1011
Sandra White (S3W-897): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to publish the details of the March 2006 agreement with the Home Office on asylum seeker children.

Reply from Fiona Hyslop: This government believes that asylum seeker children have the same rights as other children. Ministers are currently examining what the Scottish government can do to ensure that the welfare and needs of asylum seeker children are paramount.

The details of the March 2006 agreement with the Home Office were included in a Home Office press release in March 2006. They are as follows:

the introduction of enhanced criminal record checks for front-line immigration enforcement staff working across the UK; 

the creation of a new post of Regional Director for Immigration in Scotland, with responsibility for co-ordinating and managing immigration arrangements in Scotland as part of a broader UK development; 

increasing the numbers of failed asylum seekers who leave the UK voluntarily through the enhanced voluntary returns package; 

a provision in the Police and Justice Bill for the independent inspection of the immigration service, and 

a review of family removals processes by the Home Office. 

working with the Scottish Executive on using the concept of a lead professional who takes responsibility for coordinating information from various health, education, police and social care representatives, which can then be provided to the Immigration Service to help it take informed decisions on the management and timing of the removal of failed asylum seeking families with children, and 

the introduction of new arrangements to handle complaints against immigration officers throughout the UK. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0621.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Sandra White (S3W-898): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-30704 by Robert Brown on 23 January 2007, when it intends to report to the Parliament on the implementation of the March 2006 agreement on asylum seeker children.

Reply from Fiona Hyslop: We will hold the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) to account for each and every element of that agreement, and will press for further progress where that it is required to advance and promote the interests of children, families and communities in Scotland affected by these issues.

Responsibility for delivery of the outstanding strands of the agreement lies mainly with BIA and limited progress has been made since the previous administration reported to Parliament in March of this year.

For example, the lead professional arrangements will not begin until the BIA "case resolution" review of legacy cases starts, which is expected to be in September. We will continue to work with BIA and Glasgow City Council to ensure the arrangements operate smoothly from the start.

We will report to Parliament when key measures such as the enhanced background checking of all staff involved in family removals and the legislation to permit inspection of the removal process have been fully implemented.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0621.htm
Sandra White (S3W-899): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-30704 by Robert Brown on 23 January 2007, when it intends to inform the Parliament of, and publish, the findings of the autumn 2006 joint inspection of services for asylum seeker children following receipt of the formal report from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIE).

Reply from Fiona Hyslop: I understand that the HMIE inspection Report will be published shortly. As well as submitting the report to Ministers, HMIE will send copies of the report to Members of the Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture; Justice; Local Government and Communities; Health and Sport and Equal Opportunities Committees.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0621.htm 

Sandra White (S3W-1400): To ask the Scottish Executive what involvement it has had in the case of the asylum seeker, Sana Hussein, in respect of the welfare of her four children.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm 

Sandra White (S3W-1401): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on how many children are currently being held at Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm 

Sandra White (S3W-1402: To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in improving the recording of child protection work and in providing a child protection log at Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Sandra White (S3W-1403: To ask the Scottish Executive how many social work assessments of children were carried out on the 122 children detained at Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre in the first 11 months of 2006.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm 

Sandra White (S3W-1403): To ask the Scottish Executive what the annual cost is of social work support for children at Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm
Sandra White (S3W-1405): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on how many children in total were detained at Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre in the period from December 2006 to June 2007.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22e.htm 
Westminster Debate
Migrant Workers (Regularisation)
Jon Cruddas Just to clarify any confusion about the title of the debate, initially it was put down as the Registration of Migrant Workers, but it has been clarified to focus on the regularisation of unregularised migrants. The two titles mean very different things, so I just wanted to make clear my focus in this debate from the outset.

By one of those coincidences, I was made aware that our request for a debate about regularisation had been successful just after I had accepted an invitation to participate at 10 o’clock this morning in my constituency in a refugee week event with John Armitage, from the diocese of Brentwood, who has been a leading advocate of the regularisation campaign throughout. Unfortunately, I cannot make the event today, but the campaign’s work in our constituency to support refugees or unregularised migrants is humbling to witness as a local MP.

Given that we are in the middle of refugee week, it is timely that we hear some of the debates about the status of at least 500,000 people in this country, not including their dependants, who have no legal status in the country. From my local casework, I have found those people are often the most abused by employers, landlords and criminal gangs. Given the nature of the debate about refugee week, which is taking place throughout the length and breadth of the country, it is also timely that we discuss the possible remedies to bring them out of the shadows and regularise their status in this country.
To read the rest of the debate see

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070620/halltext/70620h0001.htm#07062048000001 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3993]: What training about the cultural norms and practices that apply in the countries from which most asylum applicants come is given to interviewers and interpreters working for the Border and Immigration Agency.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Cultural norms and practices are a theme that is considered and discussed throughout the formal training programme for case owners in regional managed asylum teams and caseworkers in the case resolution directorate, and are more specifically aired during the interviewing skills training that takes place for up to five days. In advance of each interview, case owners and caseworkers consult and refer to country reports—compiled from a wide range of reliable, well recognised and balanced external sources—and operational guidance notes, which identify cultural norms and practices of a particular nationality.

Interpreters engaged by the Border and Immigration Agency are freelance. They are expected to attend one or two days’ training provided by the Institute of Linguists. The training covers the role of public service interpreter and the standards expected by the Border and Immigration Agency.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0001.htm#07061953000004 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3978]: Whether, in view of the assurances given in October 2006 by the Immigration Minister, Mr Liam Byrne, they will ask the Children's Commissioner to carry out an independent inquiry into the circumstances in which a breastfeeding mother was separated from her infant while detained in Yarl's Wood immigration removal centre.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Home Office’s Immigration Minister has instructed the children’s champion for the Border and Immigration Agency to investigate the circumstances of the separation of a breastfeeding mother from her baby and to make recommendations. A copy of those recommendations, and the agreed action to implement them, will be placed in the Libraries of both Houses.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0001.htm#07061953000007
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3980]: Whether they will develop new procedures and safeguards to ensure that police forces and social services officers of local authorities review the detention of breastfeeding mothers to ensure that they are reunited with their infants immediately when it is ascertained that no danger would arise to the welfare of the infant.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Detention at a police station is an operational matter for the chief officer of the force concerned and decisions around the detention of a detainee are considered on an individual basis based on the circumstances of the case and in compliance with statutory requirements. Social services are independent agencies. Social services will always seek to minimise the separation between any child and their parent unless the welfare or safety of either clearly demands that the separation should continue.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0001.htm#07061953000007 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Baroness Cumberlege asked Her Majesty's Government:

What instructions they have given to staff of the Borders and Immigration Authority about the steps they should take to ensure that breastfeeding women who are detained under immigration and asylum legislation are reunited with their infants. [HL4177]

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: There is no specific instruction to Border and Immigration Agency staff covering reuniting breastfeeding women with their infants. However, there are instructions concerning welfare considerations for family removals based on the principle of keeping families together wherever possible. As part of the family removals review, further consideration is being given to more detailed instructions to staff around breastfeeding issues.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0003.htm#07061953000033 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4168]: What progress they are making in reducing the backlog of older asylum applications; and how many cases have been outstanding for more than one year, broken down by annual groups. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: In his Statement to Parliament on 19 July 2006, the Home Secretary advised that there were a large number of electronic and paper records within the Immigration and Nationality Directorate, now the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA), relating to unresolved asylum cases. He said that we would aim to clear them in five years or less, and it is accordingly our intention to complete consideration of all current legacy cases by July 2011.

The chief executive of the BIA wrote to the Home Affairs Committee on 19 February this year with an update on the legacy programme. As part of her update, Lin Homer highlighted the task of ensuring that the quality of our information and related data is improved to a level that will allow accurate reports to be made about the number and nature of these cases. She confirmed that progress updates will be provided once we are able to provide reports in which Parliament and the wider public can have confidence. A copy of the letter is in the House Library.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0003.htm#07061953000032 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4120]: What steps they have taken to ensure that, in evaluating asylum applications, case owners do not make a clinical judgement of their own in assessing claims about medical conditions but rely on the objective evidence before them and that, in assessing whether a case should remain within the detained fast track, case owners are aware that they should not contend that a medical report has no probative value; and whether they will incorporate this guidance into immigration instructions.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The policy instruction, which all case owners must follow, clearly states that in considering a medical report they must avoid making clinical judgments. In addition, if they have concerns about medical aspects of a report prepared by the Medical Foundation, they should discuss those concerns with a senior caseworker, who must refer the matter to the foundation, in writing to the legal officer, before reaching a final decision on the asylum claim. 

Reply continues on next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
There will be some circumstances in which objective medical evidence to support an allegation of torture in the past does not necessarily indicate that an asylum applicant needs our protection from future risk of harm. In these circumstances, the case owner will consider the medical report as one factor in assessing whether an applicant should be recognised as a refugee under the 1951 convention.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0003.htm#07061953000034
Nick Clegg [141403]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department with which countries' agencies the immigration and nationality directorate co-operated in order to return failed asylum seekers in the last 12 months.

Reply from John Reid: The 1944 Chicago Convention on Civil Aviation, to which some 190 states are signatories, underpins the framework within which those, who no longer qualify to remain on the territory of a particular country, can be removed. Those arrangements generally operate successfully on a day- to-day basis, but there may be a need to enter into discussions or secure more formal arrangements with individual countries to enhance our ability to return. As part of strengthening this process we have signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) on returns with Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, India, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, Somaliland, United Arab Emirates (Dubai) and Vietnam. The UK has also opted-in to decisions to mandate the EU Commission to negotiate 16 readmission agreements on behalf of member states. In addition, we have bilateral readmission agreements with Albania, Bulgaria, Romania and Switzerland. An agreement has been signed with Algeria and is currently in the process of ratification.

In effecting the removal of those who do not qualify to remain in the United Kingdom (UK), we do not distinguish between failed asylum seekers and other immigration offenders.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070618/text/70618w0015.htm#07061837000054 

Nick Clegg [141401]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps his Department is taking to ensure the right to religious observance is upheld in immigration removal centres. 

Reply from John Reid: The Detention Centre Rules 2001 require arrangements to be in place for ministers of religion to conduct religious services for detainees.

Each centre is monitored by an on-site Border and Immigration Agency team and is subject to scrutiny by the Independent Monitoring Board. Both are able to pursue any issues where it is felt that the right to religious observance is not being upheld.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070618/text/70618w0015.htm#07061837000068 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nick Clegg [141402]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what guidelines his Department has issued on collective worship in immigration removal centres.

Reply from John Reid: All centres have in place arrangements where detainees can attend collective prayers. The Detention Centre Rules 2001 require arrangements to be in place for ministers of religion to conduct religious services for detainees.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070618/text/70618w0015.htm#07061837000068 

Jeremy Corbyn [129793]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many cases of (a) attempted suicide and (b) self-harm have been recorded in immigration detention centres in each of the last 12 months.

Reply from Liam Byrne: We keep records of self-harm incidents which require some form of medical treatment but we are unable to determine whether any of these incidents are actual incidents of attempted suicide. Cases reported each month for the period May 2006 to April 2007 are reproduced in the following table. 
Self-harm statistics: Number of individuals on formal self-harm at risk
2006
Removal centre
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Campsfield

1

4

1

0

0

0

0

1

Colnbrook

10

9

7

5

4

5

7

12

Dover

4

3

5

0

2

2

11

6

Dungavel

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Harmondsworth

0

0

0

0

4

0

0

0

Haslar

0

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

Lindholme

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

1

Oakington

1

0

0

2

2

2

0

0

Tinsley House

0

2

n/a

2

0

0

0

0

Yarl’s Wood

0

5

4

2

0

0

0

2

Total

16

24

18

11

12

10

19

22

Reply continues on next page




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
2007
Removal centre
January
February
March
April
Campsfield

1

1

0

0

Colnbrook

12

3

6

7

Dover

4

2

3

5

Dungavel

0

0

0

0

Harmondsworth

1

0

0

0

Haslar

0

0

0

0

Lindholme

0

0

0

0

Oakington

1

1

1

1

Tinsley House

0

0

0

0

Yarl’s Wood

1

1

5

1

Total

20

8

15

14

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070619/text/70619w0041.htm#07062011000084 

Damian Green [142057]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what formal arrangements his Department has made for the health care of sick travellers detained by the immigration service.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Any passengers subject to immigration control detained by the immigration service would normally be kept in holding rooms at ports only for short periods.There is no on-site health care provision in those holding rooms without sleeping accommodation. In the event of a medical emergency, an ambulance is called. Where medical advice is required (for example relating to medication) arrangements are in place for detention custody officers to phone an advice line similar to NHS Direct, who advise on what further medical attention is required. Detainees held in immigration removal centres have access to on-site health care.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070618/text/70618w0016.htm#07061837000074 




	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Statement
Liam Byrne (Minister for Immigration and Asylum): I am today publishing a new strategy entitled “Managing Global Migration: A Strategy to Build Stronger International Alliances to Manage Migration”. This strategy has been drawn up jointly between the Home Office and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Copies of this document have been placed in the Libraries of both Houses.

Around the world Britain is laying the foundation of our offshore border controls. Our visa waiver test for all non-EEA countries is underway. Biometric visas are now issued in 75 countries. Over 20 million passenger movements have been screened before arrival in the UK.

But the impacts of migration are not issues Britain faces alone. This strategy seeks to outline how we will work with European and international partners to better manage global migration. We will now make migration a key part of the UK’s relations with other countries. Other priority actions are to enhance the sharing of data and expertise with other countries to make it easier for people to visit the UK for legitimate reasons and more difficult for those who seek to enter illegally or do us harm.

By working with EU partners we aim to further reduce ‘asylum shopping’. We will also make clear to illegal migrants’ countries of origin the benefits of co-operating and the disadvantages of not doing so. By building bridges with priority countries we will bring needed skills to the UK to boost our economy.

The main proposals include:

Developing arrangements with other countries to share immigration data and to jointly collect biometric data;

Exploring whether an international data exchange agreement would help us achieve our aim of sharing appropriate immigration data easily and securely between all EEA countries and those with a visa waiver;

Setting up a team of immigration specialists that can be deployed abroad on a routine or emergency basis to offer advice, support and training where needed to help tackle illegal migration to the UK;

Reviewing our networks of overseas airline liaison officers and returns liaison officers, using law enforcement liaison officers along key illegal migration routes to the UK and considering the establishment of sea carrier liaison officers at sea ports;

Considering whether a new international organisation is needed to promote common international standards and technology in border control;

Making readmission of countries’ own nationals an integral part of international relationships;

Further work with EU to reduce asylum shopping, particularly through practical co-operation;

Building bridges with priority countries to bring needed skills to the UK; Increasing the number and availability of visa application services to make it easier for legitimate travellers to come to the UK;

Exploring the potential for further Unites between diaspora communities in the UK and their home countries for the benefit of the UK economy;

Working with EU member states and the European Commission to co-ordinate and unlock international efforts to better manage migration with third countries.

I commend the strategy to the House.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070618/wmstext/70618m0001.htm#0706186000010 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
European Parliament Resolution
Decision-making in the common European asylum system 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0286&language=EN 
Press Release 
Report calls for sharing of "burden" of immigration

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/022-7908-169-06-25-902-20070615STO07873-2007-18-06-2007/default_en.htm 
New publications
Strengthening Britain's borders through international co-operation

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/strengtheningbritainsborders 
Forum to advise on the social impacts of migration launched

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/migration 
Report on asylum: practical cooperation, quality of decision-making in the common European asylum system
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A6-2007-0182+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN 
News
Push to tell migrant workers basic rights    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/06/18/newsstory9871957t0.asp
Migrant workers 'help UK economy'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6766003.stm
UK economy's migrant boost   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=959692007
Positive impact of refugees   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17612549&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Pensioner safe from deportation threat   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/06/20/newsstory9882374t0.asp
Pensioner wins deportation fight    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6223440.stm
Let’s roll out a welcome mat to all new Scots   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1483299.0.0.php
Polish gays 'flee to UK' as persecution grows at home   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=968412007
Seeking asylum from the streets    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6221704.stm
Salmond pledges end to dawn raids on asylum seekers   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=975862007
Life in Scotland 'very tough' for migrants   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=983962007
‘McConnell-bashing’ cut from dawn raids film   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1494270.0.mcconnellbashing_cut_from_dawn_raids_film.php
A refugee's story: 'I came to England to be safe' 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2694567.ece 

A refugee's story: 'I believed in justice' 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2688328.ece 

A refugee's story: 'I want to save my daughters from the fate I escaped in Cameroon' 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2682485.ece 

A refugee's story: 'I couldn't go back to Kosovo' 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2676409.ece 

Salmond should take on London over asylum

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5996 

TOP



	Race Relations
Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Bashir Ahmad (S3M-189): Glasgow Mela and the Scottish Academy of Asian Arts—That the Parliament welcomes the return of one of the biggest events in Glasgow’s cultural calendar, the Glasgow Mela; congratulates the organisers of the Glasgow Mela on its 17th annual celebration; notes the excellent work done by the Scottish Academy of Asian Arts in promoting the diverse culture and arts of the Asian continent; further notes the important role that the academy plays in bringing communities together, and wishes it well for future projects.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-18f.htm 
Bashir Ahmad (S3M-207): Young Scottish Muslim Awards—That the Parliament congratulates the Youth Counselling Services Agency for hosting the first ever Young Scottish Muslim Conference; further congratulates it for hosting the first ever Young Scottish Muslim Awards Ceremony, and recognises the importance that such events and organisations play in integrating communities while allowing people to maintain a strong individual identity.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-20f.htm  

Bill Kidd (S3M-219): Strengthening Communities—That the Parliament extends its continuing support to the shared campus and twinning initiatives between denominational and non-denominational schools set up under the previous administration with the intention of breaking down real and perceived barriers and of giving young people the opportunity to build friendships and better understand each others’ backgrounds; agrees with the comments of Cardinal Keith O’Brien in encouraging all Catholic schools to renew their efforts to build effective partnerships with their school neighbours for the benefit of all young people and of Scottish society at large, and firmly believes that further work to actively promote such initiatives should be undertaken.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-06-22f.htm 

News
A generation caught in the middle: young Scottish Muslims speak out   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1480559.0.0.php
No compromise with those creating terrorism
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/06/17/do1704.xml 
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	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Johann Lamont (S3W-619): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to ensure that the mainstreaming of equality will continue throughout all departments. 

Reply from Stewart Maxwell: The Scottish Government is continuing to take a number of steps to ensure that the mainstreaming of equality is undertaken systematically across policy areas, these include:

Continuing to implement the public sector equality duties, as both an employer and in terms of our policy and delivery work (the government’s Race, Disability and Gender Equality Schemes set out our commitments to mainstreaming equality and are available on the Government’s website).

Continuing to promote the government’s Equality Impact Assessment Tool (EQIA), which was launched in December 2006. The tool is available to all staff via the intranet, and completed impact assessments will be published on the government’s website. We are conducting EQIAs across six strands (gender, race, disability, sexual orientation, age and faith) across all relevant policy areas (new policies and reviews of existing policies). We are also providing regular "drop in EQIA surgeries" for staff regarding how to best take forward EQIA effectively for different policy areas.

Continuing to collect, analyse, disaggregate and disseminate analytical data (social research and statistics); provide focussed analytical support for the EQIA process; providing written and oral briefing across policy areas, and providing guidance and practical support to policy makers and analysts (for example, in March 2007 the Scottish Government published A Gender Audit of Statistics, which is available on the Executive’s website and we are currently reviewing the guidance provided to bill teams and also working to embed equalities in the business planning process).

Continuing to support the work of Equality Proofing the Budget and Policy Advisory Group and the Equality in Audit and Inspection Working Group.

Continuing to take forward the Scottish Government’s Diversity Strategy, "Positive about You" which was launched in November 2000 and reviewed and re-launched in December 2004. The revised Strategy has a focus on the mainstreaming of diversity across the organisation and aims to consolidate the substantial progress that has been made so far.

The Scottish Government also published its Departmental Diversity Delivery Plan, in July 2006. This supports the wider Cabinet Office initiative, Delivering a Diverse Civil Service - a Ten Point Plan. The plan sets out how we plan to change the culture of our organisation and reap the benefits that having a diverse organisation brings. Its progress is overseen by its Diversity Forum: a group of key diversity policy leads from across UK Government and is chaired by its Diversity Champion. It also is monitored by the Cabinet Office Diversity Champions’ Network.

Continuing to engage with our external stakeholders to harness their expertise and support in promoting and embedding mainstreaming equality across policy and practice.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0620.htm



	Race Equality (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4262]: Whether caste discrimination is unlawful in the United Kingdom; and

[HL4263] Whether they will introduce amending legislation extending the definition of unlawful discrimination in the Race Relations Act 1976 to include discrimination based on descent, so as to comply with the obligations imposed on the United Kingdom by the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and with the recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: Caste discrimination is not explicitly prohibited by UK law. We are currently assessing the evidence of caste discrimination in the UK and are considering this issue as part of the discrimination law review.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70619w0002.htm#07061953000019 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3865]: Which functions of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights and the Equal Opportunities Commission are “regulatory” within the meaning of the consultation document A Code of Practice for Regulators; and whether they include giving assistance to litigants and securing compliance with the law.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The code of practice to which the consultation document relates does not come into effect until 1 April 2008. By that date, the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) will have been dissolved and the Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR) will have assumed the role of the EOC in terms of promotion and enforcement of gender equality.

The functions of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights which are regulatory within the meaning of the consultation document A Code of Practice for Regulators include: its powers to provide information and advice under Section 13 of the Equality Act 2006; to issue codes of practice under Sections 14 and 15; to conduct inquiries under Section 16; and enforcement powers under Sections 20 to 23 (investigations, unlawful act notices, action plans and agreements) and Sections 31 and 32 (public-sector duties: assessment and compliance notices). These functions include securing compliance with the law in some respects; for example, the power to issue unlawful act notices and compliance notices under Sections 21 and 32. They do not include giving assistance to litigants, because that constitutes a function of conducting civil proceedings, which is specifically excluded from the definition of a regulatory function for the purposes of the consultation document.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70618w0002.htm#07061811000018 

Press Release 
New Ethnic Minority Business Task Force launched by DTI
http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=292855&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False 


	Race Equality (continued)
New publications
Finance for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises: Comparisons of Ethnic Minority and White Owned Businesses 
http://www.gnn.gov.uk/imagelibrary/downloadMedia.asp?MediaDetailsID=206115 
Britain's New Commission for Equality and Human Rights: Challenges and Opportunities (speech by Trevor Philips to the Human Rights Lawyers Association)

http://www.cehr.org.uk/news/docview.rhtm/454004 
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	Racism
European Parliament Resolution
Framework decision on combating racism and xenophobia    http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0285&language=EN
News
Findlay on trial   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=958302007
Should he really be in the dock?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=958852007
Findlay: Pope joke was not offensive   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1480506.0.0.php
Pope gag was not offensive to Catholics   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=pope-gag-was-not-offensive-to-catholics%26method=full%26objectid=19317790%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Catholic QCs back Findlay   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1494290.0.catholic_qcs_back_findlay.php=



	Racism

News (continued)
C4 cleared over racist remarks by reality show contestant   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=956822007
Medical chief is accused of perjury in race bias case   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17612555&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Race attackers back on streets after just 10 months   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=972522007
Man fined for racial abuse of Pars star   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17633644&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Shockingly funny is one thing - a big, fat racist, quite another   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/rod_liddle/article1977503.ece
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	Other Holyrood
News
Poverty linked to spoiled ballots    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6232122.stm
Ballot paper report at-a-glance    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6232160.stm
TOP



	New Publications
Tackling low educational achievement    

Report:       http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2063-education-schools-achievement.pdf
Summary:  https://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/2095.asp 
TOP


	Other News
White British boys most persistent low educational achievers but practical measures could improve performance across all groups

http://www.jrf.org.uk/pressroom/releases/220607.asp
Low attainers 'poor white boys'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/6223968.stm
Sikh regiment dumped over 'racism' fears   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/06/24/nsikh124.xml
Hijab ban red-cards Muslim team   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=986932007
Is London's future Islamic?   

http://www.timeout.com/london/features/2993.html
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/079/2007079.pdf
Bill as brought from the House of Lords to the House of Commons

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/129/2007129.pdf 
** Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf 

Second Reading, House of Commons

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070615/debtext/70615-0012.htm#07061539000004 




	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=140183&Rendition=Web 

** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/2007068.pdf
proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/amend/am068-e.htm
and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/amend/am068-d.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Reorganisation Draft Guidance (31 July 2007)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=2060a713-e322-4007-bf06-b3e7ce15b1ac 

Response form

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=b61f921e-bbd4-45fd-82a4-d6c642a99dd4
Prevention Of Illegal Working: Consultation On The Implementation Of New Powers To Prevent Illegal Migrant Working In The UK (7 August 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/preventionofillegalworkingc1.pdf 

Draft Guidance on the design of sites for Gypsies and Travellers (22 August 2007) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/560/DraftGuidanceonthedesignofsitesforGypsiesandTravellersAConsultationPaper_id1510560.pdf 

Simplifying Immigration Law (29 August 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/immigrationlawconsultation 

A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain    http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/244/AFrameworkforFairnessConsultation_id1511244.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
TOP


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Integrating Equalities into the Recruitment, Selection and Retention Process

27 June in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to enable participants to develop a practical and legal understanding of best practice in good recruitment, selection and retention practice and to share and build on mainstreaming equality startegies in this area of work. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
** this week!
Returning Home

27 June 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

International Organisation for Migration workshop to hear the stories of people who have made an assisted voluntary return home from the UK. For information contact the IOM 0141 548 8114 / jhampsey@iomlondon.org 
** Discrimination Law Review consultation

9 July 2007 in Edinburgh (10.30 – 1.00) 
Women and Equality Unit event to raise awareness about the on the consultation A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain arising from the Discrimination Law Review. For information contact Kate Hepher Kate.Hepher@communities.gsi.gov.uk / 0207 944 0629.
The changing face of equalities in the 21st century

5 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of the change in focus from single identity anti discrimination agendas to the shared equalities agenda of the 21st Century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

19 September 2007 in Kirkwall
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
24 October 2007 in Lairg
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** ESOL and Citizenship - Delivering Citizenship programmes for ESOL learners in Scotland
20 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar for organisations working with migrant workers or refugees who are speakers of other languages. For information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm
Current Issues in Asylum: Fighting for Human Rights Against the Tide 

8 October 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Services Agency seminar for  to look at the latest developments in European Community law as the Procedures Directive comes into effect; to look at the latest human rights cases to see whether the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) retains the potential to bolster the rights of asylum-seekers; to examine legal tools to help asylum-seekers and their lawyers establish credibility.; to look at the particular plights of women asylum-seekers and and of asylum-seekers who have become destitute after the system has failed them; and to get a foretaste of the results of important research on the impact of the recent overhaul of the appeals system. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinasylumiii.aspx 

Delivering equalities through effective monitoring and evaluation

7 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the relevance and implications of monitoring, evaluation and mainstreaming equalities in organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Approaching equalities through a Human Rights lens

5 December 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of a human rights approach to equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
TOP


	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
Commission for Equality and Human Rights   http://www.cehr.org.uk/
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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