	[image: image1.png]mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm





	            Minority Ethnic Matters Overview
	                                    14 May 2007 / Issue 83            


	Contents



	Immigration and Asylum
Race Relations
Race Equality
Racism
Elections
Other Westminster
Other News

	Bills in Progress
Consultations
Job Opportunity
Funding Opportunities
Events/Conferences/Training Courses
Useful Links


Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Austin Mitchell [132516]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether applicants for asylum may be questioned by officials from the embassy of their country of origin; and whether such embassies are given information about applicants.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Border and Immigration Agency does not arrange for asylum applicants with outstanding claims to be questioned by embassy officials from their country of origin. However, all asylum claimants are informed that should their claim be unsuccessful, it might be necessary for the Border and Immigration Agency to contact the authorities in their country of origin, to obtain travel documents for their journey home.

In cases where a travel document is required information is exchanged with embassies and it may also be necessary for officials from those embassies to interview an individual in order to establish their nationality. Information relating to any asylum claim is treated in confidence and is not disclosed to the authorities, unless the claimant has given his consent for the transfer of the data.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0015.htm#07050838000035 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
James Clappison [115776]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 19 December 2006, Official Report, column 1944W, on asylum seekers, what checks he is making with international authorities in respect of convictions for offences committed abroad by applicants for the family indefinite leave to remain exercise, including applicants who have committed offences in the UK.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The details of applicants who may be eligible for settlement under the Family Indefinite Leave to Remain Exercise are checked against the Police National Computer records, which record domestic criminal convictions. The watch lists may also indicate if an applicant is wanted for criminal activity outside of the UK. The Home Secretary has announced a review to consider how information about criminality is recorded and shared both within the UK and between the UK and other countries as well as how such information is used to protect the public.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0015.htm#07050838000036 
Damian Green [132597]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what his estimate is of the number of people who have exhausted all appeals against removal and are still in the UK (a) in detention and (b) not in detention.

Reply from Liam Byrne: As my right hon. Friend the Home Secretary set out in his evidence to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 23 May 2006, no government has been able to produce an accurate figure for the number of people who are in the country illegally, and that remains the case.

Information relating to the number of persons currently held in detention who have exhausted all rights to appeal against removal is not available; it would be available by examination of individual records at only disproportionate cost.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0015.htm#07050838000037 

David Davis [130583]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many Government attempts to deport asylum seekers failed due to disruptive behaviour by the passenger resulting in the airline refusing to take the passenger in (a) the last six months and (b) the last two years. 

Reply from John Reid: During the past six months there have been 321 occasions when attempts to remove detained people have failed due to disruptive behaviour on their part that either did, or would have, led to the airline refusing to carry them. This figure constitutes 3.2 per cent. of the total number of removals for the period.

During the past two years there have been 1,173 occasions when attempts to remove detained people have failed due to disruptive behaviour on their part that either did, or would have led, to the airline refusing to carry them.

If a detainee cannot be removed due to their disruptive behaviour they are returned to detention and arrangements are made to remove them as soon as possible with in-flight escorts.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0015.htm#07050838000038 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
Damian Green [132928]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many failed asylum seekers had their removals from the UK stopped because their country of destination was deemed too dangerous in each of the last five years, broken down by country of destination.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The information requested is unavailable and could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

Removal of persons from the United Kingdom takes place in accordance with country and international law, including human rights legislation, and all immigration decisions made by the Border and Immigration Agency can currently be tested by the independent judiciary by means of recourse to the courts.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0015.htm#07050838000038 
Jo Swinson [134084]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many applications for indefinite leave to remain awaiting decision his Department has been processing for over 13 weeks.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on the number of indefinite leave to remain applications awaiting decision in the above category is not kept separately and could be obtained only by examination of individual cases at a disproportionate cost.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0017.htm#07050838000057 
Jo Swinson [134085]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average time taken to process applications for indefinite leave to remain that are not processed within 13 weeks was in the last period for which figures are available.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Border and Immigration Agency do not keep statistics on average waiting times. Performance is measured against the published service standards which can be found on the immigration website at:

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/11464/generalgroupchargedandnonch1.xls 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0017.htm#07050838000057 
Nick Clegg [122189]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) how many (a) resident and (b) non-resident foreign nationals have unexpired leave to reside in the UK, broken down by category of leave;

[122384] (2) pursuant to the answer to question number 117847, on foreign nationals, whether (a) he has made and (b) whether it is possible to make an estimate of the number of foreign nationals legally resident in the UK.

Reply from John Reid: The information is not held centrally. The Border and Immigration Agency is now implementing plans to count everyone in and out of Britain.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/text/70508w0017.htm#07050838000059 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
Anne Snelgrove [131843]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average processing time is for a claim by an asylum seeker or refugee with extraordinary leave to remain for indefinite leave to remain; and how many such claims are in process as of 17 April.

Reply from Liam Byrne: As of April 2007, there are just under 6,000 such applications awaiting decision. An expanded team is working to clear these cases as quickly as possible. The Border and Immigration Agency does not record average processing time.

The data is not provided under the national statistics protocols. It has been derived from local management information and is therefore provisional and subject to change.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070509/text/70509w0011.htm#0705101000006 

Jim Cunningham [132659]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what criteria his Department uses for granting people political asylum in the UK. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Border and Immigration Agency uses the criteria laid down in the 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, as interpreted in Council Directive 2004/83/EC of the European Union. These criteria are set out in The Refugee or Person in Need of International Protection (Qualification) Regulations 2006 (SI 2006 No.2525) and in the Immigration Rules (in particular the Statement of changes Cm 6918 of 18 September 2006), to which decision makers have regard when granting people political asylum in the UK.

The criteria are detailed and explained in the Asylum Instruction Assessing the Claim, which can be found on the website of the Border and Immigration Agency at:

http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/asylumpolicyinstructions/ 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070509/text/70509w0011.htm#0705101000006 
Freedom of Information Releases (Home Office)
Freedom of Information request: In January 2007 how many families were in Immigration Detention in: Dungavel IRC, Tinsley House IRC, Yarl's Wood IRC; How many adults and how many children?

Information released: The information requested is in the table attached and it should be noted that families may be moved from one centre to another during a month so some families will appear at more than one centre. 

January 2007 
Dungavel 
Tinsley House
Yarl’s Wood 
Number of families 

8 

27 

40 

Number of adults 

13 

44 

54 

Number of children 

18 

60 

60 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/released-information/foi-archive-immigration/5962-Immigration-Detention 


	Immigration and Asylum

Freedom of Information Releases (Home Office)  (continued)
Freedom of Information request: Self Harm in Immigration Detention - January 2007
Number of incidents of Self-Harm requiring medical treatment; Number of individuals on Formal Self-Harm at Risk; and Number of deaths (if any) in: Campsfield House, Colnbrook, Dover, Dungavel, Harmondsworth, Haslar, Lindholme, Oakington, Tinsley House, Yarl's Wood
Information released: The information requested is in the tables attached. I can confirm that there were no deaths in any of the centres during this period. 
Immigration Removal Centre 
Number of individuals on Formal 
Self-Harm at Risk 
JAN 
Campsfield House 

0 

Colnbrook 

77 

Dover 

10 

Dungavel 

9 

Harmondsworth 

3 

Haslar 

3 

Lindholme 

3 

Oakington 

3 

Tinsley House 

5 

Yarl’s Wood 

15 

Immigration Removal Centre 
Number of incidents of Self-Harm 
requiring medical treatment 
JAN 
Campsfield House 

1 

Colnbrook 

12 

Dover 

4 

Dungavel 

0 

Harmondsworth 

1 

Haslar 

0 

Lindholme 

0 

Oakington 

1 

Tinsley House 

0 

Yarl’s Wood 

1 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/released-information/foi-archive-immigration/5963-Immigration-Detention-harm 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Mass highlights migrants' plight    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6631193.stm
Police told to arrest sarcasm   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=706752007
Police seeking closer Polish ties    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6631995.stm
English test for migrant pupils   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=706382007
How the Eastern European influx has affected life in Scotland   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=710382007
MP leads amnesty call for 500,000 illegal immigrants   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=709522007
Fearful mother and girls plead to stay in Glasgow   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1381869.0.fearful_mother_and_girls_plead_to_stay_in_glasgow.php 

Reprieved Rene back in arms of Aneta   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=713022007
Immigration bill backed by MPs   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=723922007
Information day for migrant workers    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/11/newsstory9696258t0.asp
Sheriff calls for law lessons for Polish staff    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=735622007
'Air rage' lets asylum seekers stay in UK   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=740172007
Town struggles to cope with Roma children 

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2078526,00.html 

TOP



	Race Relations
New publication
ENAR ad hoc expert group on social and economic inclusion of disadvantaged ethnic and religious minorities     

http://www.enar-eu.org/en/events/SOCIAL_INCLUSION/final_report.pdf
News
Blair aims to foster interfaith dialogue after leaving No 10   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1764083.ece
Institute 'building cultural bridges'   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17274389&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Mix it up and start again?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article1781431.ece
What I learnt from my stay with a Muslim family   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2078446,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
News
Equality watchdog accused of inequality   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=709412007
TOP



	Racism
News
Hidden toll of Scots religious hate crime   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=716932007
Police seek sectarian soccer bans   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1394217.0.0.php
Court guard faces race charge   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=738262007
TOP



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Westminster Parliamentary Statement and Debate
Douglas Alexander): With permission, I will make a statement on the conduct of the elections to the Scottish Parliament held on 3 May.

A great deal of wholly legitimate public concern has been expressed about certain aspects of last Thursday’s elections, and I entirely share that concern. It focuses mainly on three areas: the arrangements for the administration of postal ballots, the operation of e-counting machines, and the significant numbers of spoilt ballot papers on the night. When it became apparent in the early hours of Friday morning that difficulties were emerging, I contacted Professor Sir Neil McIntosh, the Scottish electoral commissioner. I expressed to him my concern that these issues be addressed as part of the statutory review of the Scottish elections that the commission is obliged to undertake, and as a matter of urgency. Sir Neil was able to offer me that reassurance, and that investigation is now under way.

The Electoral Commission has a statutory duty to report on the Scottish parliamentary elections. At the request of the Scottish Executive, it will also be reporting on the local government elections. The commission is an independent body and is committed to ensuring that there is a full and independent review of the Scottish elections. In areas where the commission itself has an operational involvement—for example, in its statutory duty to promote public awareness of electoral systems—the commission will ensure that there is independent evaluation of its own work, as it has done in respect of previous statutory reports. The commission is currently finalising the scope and time scale of the review, but intends to publish a report in the summer.

One focus of public concern has been the adoption of a single ballot paper for the Scottish elections, and another has been the holding of those elections on the same day as the local government elections in Scotland. 
Statement continues on next page


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections

Westminster Statement and Debate (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
The poll for the Scottish Parliament elections is set in the Scotland Act 1998. It has a pre-determined cycle, which the Parliament at the time supported fully. I am not aware of there being any calls to change that. The decision to hold the local government elections on the same day was entirely a decision for Scottish Executive Ministers. It was enshrined in legislation which was fully debated and passed by the Scottish Parliament.

Without wishing to prejudice the findings of the inquiry, I would like to set out to the House the sequence of recommendations, consultations and decisions that led to the adoption of a single ballot paper for both elements of the Scottish Parliament elections, which are matters for which the Government have legislative responsibility. On 25 May 2004, my predecessor as Secretary of State, my right hon. Friend the Member for Edinburgh, South-West (Mr. Darling), announced the creation of a commission, under the chairmanship of Sir John Arbuthnott, to examine the implications of Scotland having four different voting systems. That commission was independent and included nominations from political parties. The commission issued a consultation paper in January 2005 and spent 12 months gathering evidence and carrying out a wide-ranging and extensive inquiry.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070508/debtext/70508-0004.htm#07050817000309 

Press Releases 
Presiding Officer proposes 14 May for election of his successor    

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-043.htm
Kirking of the Parliament   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-044.htm
New publications
Scottish Parliament Information Centre Briefing: Election 2007

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-07/SB07-21.pdf 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre Election Analysis

Series of tables to show a detailed statistical analysis of the 2007 Scottish Parliament election results.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/elections/2007/analysis.htm  




	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections (continued)
News: Coalition discussions
Coalition crisis as LibDems reject bid from SNP   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1380378.0.0.php
LibDems rule out coalition deal while referendum still on table   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380379.0.0.php
Why maths and magic number of 65 will decide power   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380380.0.0.php
Horse trading begins   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1380300.0.0.php
Referendum? Salmond’s too busy making history    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1380329.0.0.php
LibDems rule out coalition with Salmond   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=lib-dems-rule-out-coalition-with-salmond--%26method=full%26objectid=19057908%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Minority rule awaits Salmond and SNP   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/07/newsstory9675514t0.asp
Stephen spoils the party for Salmond as he says: It's no deal   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=704282007
Weekend of plots, intrigue and a twist - the inside story   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=704512007
Lib Dems will not do Labour deal    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6629775.stm
SNP could go it alone at Holyrood    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6631965.stm
SNP facing minority government as talks stall   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1380841.0.snp_facing_minority_government_as_talks_stall.php
Salmond hints SNP prepared to form minority government   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=707642007
SNP power share talks 'positive'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6631965.stm


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Coalition discussions (continued)
Greens set to back SNP minority government    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/08/newsstory9679810t0.asp
Salmond LibDem deal dead   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=salmond-lib-dem-deal-dead%26method=full%26objectid=19061646%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
SNP holds more talks with Greens    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6633341.stm
Salmond: we’ll take a minority executive   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1381430.0.0.php
Nats set for minority rule after LibDems snub talks   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17252955&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Minority government likely as snp hopes of forming coalition recede

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17253041&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467 

SNP set for minority government after Salmond fails to get Greens on board   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=709762007
Salmond battles on in bid to seal Greens deal   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1382111.0.salmond_battles_on_in_bid_to_seal_greens_deal.php 

Harper urges Lib Dems to join Greens in deal  
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=713302007
Talking to Greens is a 'waste of time'   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1384103.0.0.php
Key players for Nationalists   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1384080.0.0.php
Lib Dems reject talks offer from Greens   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/09/newsstory9684870t0.asp
Salmond seven days away from top job   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=salmond-seven-days-away-from-top-job%26method=full%26objectid=19067218%26siteid=66633-name_page.html


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Coalition discussions (continued)
Greens in bid to broker SNP and Lib Dem coalition   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=716242007
McConnell will step in if Nats fail to find formula   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17262957&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Salmond set to be First Minister   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=722682007
SNP and Greens sign working deal    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6646227.stm
Deal with Greens opens way for Salmond   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1394213.0.0.php
SNP a step closer to power   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1394114.0.0.php
Greens pact assures reins of power for Salmond    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1394185.0.0.php
SNP and Greens' pact paves way for new government   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=735002007
News: Election of a new Presiding Officer
First sitting may be hit by lack of Presiding Officer   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380366.0.0.php
Margo in running to be Presiding Officer   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=margo-in-running-to-be-presiding-officer--%26method=full%26objectid=19057910%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Margo ponders Presiding Officer bid   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=706692007
MSP will not seek Holyrood role    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/6634747.stm
Choice of Presiding Officer held up as parties say they need all their MSPs   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=710722007


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Election of a new Presiding Officer (continued)
Tory ‘no’ to Presiding Officer role   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1382108.0.tory_no_to_presiding_officer_role.php 

So who’s in the frame for a shot at the gavel?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1384050.0.0.php
Parties postpone election for Presiding Officer   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17262960&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Margo MacDonald in presiding role offer   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1387392.0.0.php
Tory stands for presiding officer    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6647299.stm
Tory is front runner to be presiding officer    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1394186.0.0.php
'New Presiding Officer' emerges   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=735052007
Margo mulling over lure of the Holyrood hotseat   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=738252007
‘‘My illness has been very slow to develop. Being able to sleep at the drop of a hat might be something any presiding officer would be glad about’’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.1394682.0.my_illness_has_been_very_slow_to_develop_being_able_to_sleep_at_the_drop_of_a_hat_might_be_something_any_presiding_officer_would_be_glad_about.php
Farmer who will have to make sure MSPs don't stray   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=739932007
News: Concerns about the ballot
Lawyers prepare landmark case over lost votes   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380359.0.0.php
MSP wants polling on separate days   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380365.0.0.php


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Concerns about the ballot (continued)
Result must be beyond doubt   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/recordview/tm_headline=result-must-be-beyond-doubt--%26method=full%26objectid=19057893%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Legal challenges to election result   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1380835.0.legal_challenges_to_election_result.php
Sheridan consulted over challenge to ballot fiasco   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1381424.0.0.php
Confusion over ballot papers predicted nine months ago   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=709282007
After election fiasco, what happens next?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=709672007
Rejected ballots '7% of the vote'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6637387.stm
Parties backed single ballot plan    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6634577.stm
Alexander under fire from MPs angry over poll count debacle   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1384079.0.0.php
Who was at fault for fiasco?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1384031.0.0.php
Alexander under fire for election day farce   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=alexander-under-fire-for-election-night-farce%26method=full%26objectid=19067222%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
No apologies, no major probe, no resignation over poll fiasco   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=715852007
Big four parties stand accused of dirty tricks  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=716232007
Don't blame me for ballot chaos says Scots minister   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17262949&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Concerns about the ballot (continued)
Questions over ballot fiasco   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17261396&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Number of spoiled papers hits 142,000   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=718672007
Election that was an affront to democracy   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1387408.0.0.php
Figures vindicate dual election date, executive claims   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1387391.0.0.php
More rejected papers than thought   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/10/newsstory9690482t0.asp
142,000 lost votes   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=142%2D000-lost-votes%26method=full%26objectid=19075835%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Pressure grows for poll inquiry   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=722822007
Independent expert to probe vote    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6645143.stm
Counting machine company to pay out for election chaos   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=737802007
Ballot papers too complex for the disabled

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5809 

Other Scottish Parliament Election News
Labour stunned by Scott’s claim parties cannot form executive   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380386.0.0.php
Interesting few days lie ahead   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17244005&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Other Scottish Parliament Election News (continued)
Alex has his work cut out   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/recordview/tm_headline=record-view%2D-alex-has-his-work-cut-out%26method=full%26objectid=19060988%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Prime Minister must ‘devise a way’ to handle SNP clashes   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1381422.0.0.php
How will we cope with the battle of Britain to come?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1381409.0.0.php
Chance of Scottish independence vote recedes   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=714432007
Salmond: First 100 days in power   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=710002007
Councillor's dad served as an SS officer   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=713582007
Prince of Wales in city for Kirking ceremony   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=712702007
How a legal technicality could thwart referendum plan   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1384049.0.0.php
Historic day as MSP takes oath in three languages   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1384082.0.0.php
MSP will happily repeat himself   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17262958&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
MSPs to be sworn in at Holyrood    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6637097.stm
Salmond vows ‘loyalty’ is to Scottish people  

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1384727.0.salmond_vows_loyalty_is_to_scottish_people.php
Salmond leads way as MSPs take oath   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=720222007



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Other Scottish Parliament Election News (continued)
MSPs at their best for ceremony    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6638173.stm
Parties can't count on 'winner takes all' now   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=718462007
The signing-in … and a sign of things to come   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1387389.0.0.php
MSPs take oath in five tongues   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/10/newsstory9690483t0.asp
War of the roses breaks out as MSPs pledge their allegiance   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17274827&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Tories and LibDems keep their distance   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17274842&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Business appointment marks McLetchie's frontbench comeback  

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17274838&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
A week in politics has been a very long time for Salmond   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=729112007
Why Salmond must play it softly, softly  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=728512007
SNP poised to sacrifice key policies as the going gets tough   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1394830.0.snp_poised_to_sacrifice_key_policies_as_the_going_gets_tough.php
McConnell faces internal coup as successors line up   http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1394829.0.mcconnell_faces_internal_coup_as_successors_line_up.php
Politics is about hard choices and MSPs owe it to us to make them   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1394802.0.politics_is_about_hard_choices_and_msps_owe_it_to_us_to_make_them.php



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Other Scottish Parliament Election News (continued)
Minority Government is the best outcome ... but we still need a new constitutional convention   

http://www.sundayherald.com/campaign/constitution/display.var.1393624.0.minority_government_is_the_best_outcome_but_we_still_need_a_new_constitutional_convention.php
SNP admits it must tear up manifesto to govern without majority   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=740462007
News: Council Elections
SNP biggest party in councils after Labour’s hold crumbles   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1380364.0.0.php
New leaders for local parties    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/07/newsstory9675615t0.asp
No deal!   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=707912007
Council set for coalition rule   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/08/newsstory9679786t0.asp
SNP could be frozen out of power again   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/08/newsstory9679857t0.asp
Tayside councils look set to be led by coalitions as the speaking begins   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17252952&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Ruling council partnership still unresolved despite day of talks

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17253389&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Out with the old . . .

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1381744.0.out_with_the_old.php 

Guidance call for new multi-member wards   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/09/newsstory9684811t0.asp
SNP deal to keep Labour out   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1387388.0.0.php


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
News: Council Elections (continued)
SNP set to strike local council deals    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1391014.0.0.php
New Provost for Glasgow as executive picked   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1391017.0.0.php
Out in the cold

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=730992007 

Coalition squeezes out Highland Labour groups

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1394187.0.0.php 

SNP-Lib Dems to run capital

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=735892007 
TOP



	Other Westminster
Debate on Slavery
Baroness Howells of St Davids rose to call attention to the bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade and to the United Kingdom’s role in tackling its legacies; and to move for Papers.

The noble Baroness said: My Lords, today’s debate is an opportunity for Members of this House to commemorate the bicentenary of the passing of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act 1807. I am pleased that so many distinguished noble Lords are taking part. Members of the other place debated this issue at length on 20 March, with some passion and a depth of knowledge. I hope that today’s debate will proceed in a similar manner.

For me, whose ancestors were among those enslaved, today’s debate provides an opportunity to make a personal, as well as public, contribution to proceedings. I will leave the door open for other noble Lords to speak on present-day illegal trading of human beings. For those not in my position, I realise that it might prove difficult to grasp the strong feelings that the memory of slavery evokes among those of us whose ancestors were subjected to its barbarity and injustice. For many of you this particular topic lurks in one of history’s dustier corners, where, so often, hazy memory and polite but mild curiosity collude to ensure that a measure of amnesia prevails. An acknowledgement that slavery was and is morally wrong is today a given, a default response expected of all. The few dissenters express their views at their social peril, as Lucy Buchanan, a contestant on the Channel 4 programme “Shipwrecked”, recently discovered.
Opening of debate continues on next page:


	Other Westminster

Debate on Slavery (continued)
Opening of debate continued from previous page:
I would argue that for people like me these emotions retain their depth and strength because the racism that flourished before and after the 1807 Act lingers on, remaining embedded in our institutions and daily life. This bundle of often contradictory and inconsistent beliefs and attitudes continues its quiet, hidden and deadly work, acting as an often unconscious driver to actions that affect livesin a discriminatory, disadvantageous and uninvited way.

Occasionally such actions are thrown into the public arena by one of the many tragedies that are its end product, the most recent and notable being the murder of Stephen Lawrence. The perpetrators of that crime, known to all, remain free, to our national shame. The ensuing Macpherson report revealed the disabling effect of such attitudes and beliefs, and its lasting legacy is to have given it emblematic status in the descriptor “institutional racism”.

I am in agreement with Sir William Macpherson that the manifestation of that set of attitudes and beliefs is not as overt or clearly articulated as it was when the 1807 Act was passed. In that context it needs to be remembered that the Act did not end slavery, only the trade in human beings. Even when slavery was abolished, attitudes and beliefs that had at their core the idea of racial purity and subsequent hierarchy persisted, and indeed still persist, although often hidden from view.
For continuation of debate see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70510-0002.htm#07051076000005 

Parliamentary Question
Philip Davies [135406]: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs how much funding (a) his Department and (b) its agencies have provided to the Black Environment Network; for what purpose the funding was provided; and what the outcome of such funding has been, broken down by project.

Reply from Barry Gardiner: The following table shows funding contributions to the Black Environment Network (BEN) over recent years from English Nature and the Countryside Agency (CA), as founding bodies for Natural England.

£
Countryside agency
English nature
Natural England
2002-03

13,300

3,000

—

2003-04

7,700

3,000

—

2004-05

7,800

7,000

—

2005-06

5,200

3,000

—

2006-07

0

0

0

Totals

34,000

16,000

—

Reply continues on next page:


	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Question (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
No payments have been made to BEN after 1 October 2006 from any of the founding bodies, or Natural England.

English Nature (EN) had a long standing relationship with BEN and recognised the valuable work done to support and develop the involvement of ethnic minority groups and individuals with the natural environment. The payments in 2004-05 and 2005-06 were to further develop their national and regional networks, and to provide English Nature staff with awareness training, advice and guidance with projects involving ethnic communities.

Through our support, BEN was able to improve its network administration and support, further develop its website, and share good practice. An English Nature staff training event was very successful and well attended. Staff gained confidence and understanding, and were able to follow up and seek specific advice on their projects.

Additionally, the CA provided a three year grant to fund specific posts within BEN from January 2002 to March 2005.

BEN received funding of £98,473 over three years for their project ‘Core Strategic Programme’ under the Environmental Action Fund (EAF) 2002-05.

The project aim was to support and enable ethnic participation in sustainable development through developing the knowledge, skills and values needed to make decisions about how they do things, individually and collectively, locally and globally.

Key project activities and outcomes included:

Work developing and strengthening BEN as an infrastructural organisation

enabling active participation in sustainable living,

Formalisation and promotion of partnership initiatives focussed on ethnic environmental participation,

Strategic participation in mainstream environmental movement, in order to maintain profile of ethnic community environmental participation,

Publication and promotion of resource materials based on models of good practice, in order to stimulate ethnic community environmental participation,

Development and promotion of BEN as a training and consultancy resource for ethnic community environmental participation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070509/text/70509w0007.htm#070509108000077
Press Release
Government supports law to prevent forced marriage   

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease090507b.htm
New publication
Justice: A new approach   

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/Justice-a-new-approach.pdf
TOP


	Other News
Reid says human rights laws are fuelling terror    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1782106.ece
Reid says human rights laws soft on terrorists  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/13/nterr13.xml
Girl, 11, rescued from marriage    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6635191.stm
Farmers demand slaughter of Hindu bull

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article1774490.ece 
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/082/2007082.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/082/amend/70509m01.htm 

House of Commons consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070509/debtext/70509-0008.htm#07050990000001 
Bill as amended in the House of Commons

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/2007068.pdf 



	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)

** Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf 
Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/amend/ml003-ir.htm 

Bill as amended in grand Committee

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/070/2007070.pdf 

House of Lords debate

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70510-gc0001.htm#07051096000003 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Consultation with civil society (18 May 2007)   

http://eumc.europa.eu/eumc/index.php
(questionnaire at http://fra.europa.eu/fra/material/pub/general/CS_Consultation-0107_en.doc)
Planning Better Outcomes and Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 
(31 May 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/uasc.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 
Also see: 

MEMO+ Having Your Say: Census Consultation 

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Having_Your_Say/07v_%20MEMO+_Census_Consultation.doc 
** Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Reorganisation Draft Guidance (31 July 2007)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=2060a713-e322-4007-bf06-b3e7ce15b1ac 

Response form

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=b61f921e-bbd4-45fd-82a4-d6c642a99dd4 

	


	Consultations (continued)

Commission on Integration and Cohesion (online discussion forum) (no closing date given)
http://forum.communities.gov.uk/cohesion 

TOP



	Job Opportunity

** New or updated this week
Scottish Executive Policy Executive

Edinburgh

£21,292 - £27,640

Closing date for applications 18 May 2007

This post involves working to Communities Ministers to assist in developing a programme of community engagement with faith communities in order to build relationships and trust with minority faiths and to contribute to the development and implementation of the Anti-Sectarianism Action Plan; and to assist in the Scottish Executive’s response to tackle wider religious intolerance. For more information see:
http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Recruitment/ads/07v18_SE.doc
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
** New or updated this week
Electoral Reform Society Partnership Grants Scheme

Closing date for applications 25 May 2007

Grants of up to £100,000 per year for projects to involve more people in democracy, in particular people from ethnic minority communities, people with disabilities and young people not in formal education. Projects should be designed to Increase people’s confidence so they will take part in all aspects of political decision making, particularly registering to vote, increase their awareness of how local, national and European democracy is organised and how decisions are made; and increase the numbers who register to vote. For information and application form see http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-vote/partnershipgrants.cfm



	Funding Opportunities (continued)

2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)

Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights or an older people’s club in Aberdeen that wants to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Submit an application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. For information contact  the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 or see http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
The Changing Face of Race Equality

17 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the origins, context and manifestation of racism in our society and the changes in focus before and into the 21st century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Civicus World Assembly

23 – 27 May 2007 in Glasgow

Civicus is a forum for international civil society representatives to meet to exchange ideas and experiences and to build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org/ 

The Gathering

24 – 26 May in Glasgow
The largest charity and voluntary sector event in the UK, bringing together voluntary sector staff, volunteers, community activists. For information see

http://www.scvo.org.uk/gatherscotland/Home/Home.aspx 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)

BEMIS is providing a limited number of free stalls at the Gathering to enable ethnic minority organisations to promote their projects. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 548 8047 / heather.mcmullen@bemis.org.uk 

Moving on Up: Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work

24 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.00 – 10.30)

EOC launch of the report of their investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market. For information contact Nicola Swan nicola.swan@eoc.org.uk / 0141 245 1821 or register online at

http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Programme/RegisterOnline.aspx?al=t&f=&EID=1540&ISSCVO=N 

Community Cohesion & the Equality Agenda for the 21st Century

25 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO conference to consider the implications of the Commission for Equality & Human Rights (CEHR) duty to promote “good relations” . It will also explore how the CEHR working in partnership with the voluntary sector can support opportunities to improve relationships and engender meaningful interactions between diverse communities across Scotland. For information contact Linda or Dee 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 
Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details

** Equalities training for voluntary organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
31 May in Dundee (9.30 – 3.30)
13 June in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

21 June in Dumfries

26 June in Aberdeen (9.30 – 2.30)
Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
In my own words: services for young children in a multilingual society 

1 June 2007 in Edinburgh

Children in Europe conference to examine how services for young children respond to the diversity of languages spoken in Europe; how they support children in multilingual communities, integrate children with little understanding of the language in principal use and encourage children to learn additional languages. For information see 

http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/tra_tshow.php?ref=981 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)

Discrimination Law: Common Themes & Current Developments

1 June 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Services Agency conference to identify the common themes and current developments and start looking at discrimination law as a unified whole rather than as a patchwork of disconnected themes.  For information see

http://www.lsa.org.uk/discriminationcommonthemescurrentdev_1.aspx 
** Young Scottish Muslims looking forward ‘07

18 June 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 5.00; Awards 6.00 – 9.00)

Conference to bring together young Scottish Muslims from across Scotland. The target audience will include professionals from the statutory and voluntary organisations and key officials from the Scottish Executive. The hope is that the outcome of the conference will lead to a constructive dialogue which will influence the development of policies and practices that take into account the real life experiences of Scottish Muslims. For information see

http://www.youngscottishmuslims.info/conferance_purpose.htm 
** Welcoming New Scots
19 June 2007 in Glasgow (9.00 – 3.00)

A Learning Link conference to help plan to co-ordinate the integration of new and long settled immigrants and refugees by examining the work being carried out in the field of: employment skills and opportunities ESOL and citizenship learning mentoring, befriending and support through voluntary sector initiatives. For information contact: Christine Bruce 0131 553 7992 / cbruce@learninglinkscotland.org.uk 
 What will it mean to be Scottish?

20 June 2007 in Edinburgh (6.00 – 8.00pm)

Scottish Futures Forum event which will be addressed by Professor Charlie Jeffery, Professor of Politics and Co-Director of the Institute of Governance, Edinburgh University, Rajiv Joshi, Chair, Scottish Youth Parliament, and by Professor Andy MacMillan and Fred Smith, both of the Glasgow School of Art. 

For information contact Richard Worsley  richard.worsley2@btinternet.com
** Integrating Equalities into the Recruitment, Selection and Retention Process
27 June in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to enable participants to develop a practical and legal understanding of best practice in good recruitment, selection and retention practice and to share and build on mainstreaming equality strategies in this area of work. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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