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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Draft Regulations
Lord Evans of Temple Guiting rose to move, move that the draft regulations laid before the House on 14 March be approved.

The noble Lord said: My Lords, in moving the Community Legal Service (Asylum and Immigration Appeals) (Amendment) Regulations 2007, I shall also speak to the Legal Aid (Asylum and Immigration Appeals) (Northern Ireland) Regulations 2007. The first set of regulations relates to England and Wales, and introduces amendments to a retrospective funding scheme that has been in place since April 2005. The other set relates to Northern Ireland, and introduces a similar retrospective funding scheme to that which currently operates in England and Wales. Due to their similarities, we are considering them in one debate. Both have been the subject of consultation with key stakeholders, and I believe that all the changes proposed are useful and necessary.

Both sets of regulations are made under Section 103D of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002, as inserted by Section 26 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004. 
Statement continues on next page:


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Draft Regulations (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Section 103D makes provision for the High Court and the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal to order payment of an appellant’s costs for the reconsideration of a tribunal decision and any pursuant review to the High Court, out of the community legal service fund. The regulations set out the statutory framework for the procedures to be followed by the tribunal when retrospectively awarding legal aid for challenges to decisions of the tribunal, and prescribe the precise circumstances in which costs can be paid.

I should first explain why we are making the regulations. A retrospective funding scheme for challenges to the decisions of the tribunal was introduced by the principal regulations in England and Wales in April 2005. The aim was, and remains, to combat the abuse of the appeals process and to reduce the number of weak applications being pursued through the system. Under this scheme, legal aid is awarded at the end of the process, usually when the appeal has been reconsidered. The intention is that if lawyers pursue a case which the tribunal or the High Court ultimately decides is without merit, they should bear the risk of not being paid for their work. The scheme was part of a comprehensive package of reforms introduced at the time and designed to increase speed and efficiency in the asylum and immigration system and to target public money and resources on those in genuine need.
To read the rest of the lengthy statement and response to it see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70417-0013.htm#070417100000002 

Lord Evans of Temple Guiting rose to move, That the draft rules laid before the House on 5 March be approved. 12th Report from the Statutory Instruments Committee.
The noble Lord said: My Lords, I welcome this opportunity to explain the two sets of rules that were laid before the House on 5 March and debated by the Delegated Legislation Committee in another place on 28 March. Due to their similarities we are considering both sets of amended procedure rules in one debate. The changes are largely procedural, and I believe they make the rules more robust, clear and comprehensive.

Although there is no statutory requirement to consult on these rules, which are outside the supervision of the Council on Tribunals, there has been a lengthy and detailed consultation with a broad cross-section of parties interested in the SIAC and POAC remit over the past year. That has involved continuous communication with representatives of the Home Office, the Special Advocates Support Office, special advocates, Treasury solicitors, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the security services and the SIAC and POAC chairmen. Those interested parties participated strongly in the development of both instruments. Consulting with the special advocates was very important, given that the bulk of the procedures being amended relate to that part of the process in which the special advocates are heavily involved; that is, the procedures for closed material, to which I shall return later. Independent from Government, the special advocates provide a balanced and critical contribution.

The Special Immigration Appeals Commission, or SIAC, was created by the Special Immigration Appeals Commission Act 1997 to hear specific immigration and asylum appeals that cannot be dealt with by the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal for national security or other public interest reasons, which can include deportation and deprivation of citizenship appeals. 
Statement continues on next page:


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Draft Regulations (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Where the appeal contains evidence that cannot be made public due to national security considerations, there are closed sessions, for the purposes of which the appellant is represented by a special advocate. SIAC fulfils an important role. It was introduced to provide independent judicial oversight of immigration decisions taken by the Executive relating to people suspected of involvement with terrorism. SIAC has proven a robust judicial process.

The rules being considered today amend the Special Immigration Appeals Commission (Procedure) Rules 2003, which prescribe the procedure for appeals to SIAC. The amendments serve three key functions. They formalise the practices that have grown over time; they bring the 2003 rules up to date with relevant counter-terrorism legislation since 2003; and they clarify aspects of procedure.

To read the rest of the lengthy statement and response to it see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70417-0014.htm#070417100000004 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Anne Snelgrove [131086]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average time taken to process travel documents for asylum seekers with exceptional leave to remain in the UK when applying for permission to leave and return to the United Kingdom was in the last period for which figures are available.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The information requested is not available and could be obtained only by interrogating individual records to establish a breakdown of decisions by document type, which would be at disproportionate cost. The performance targets for processing all types of travel document applications are:

70 per cent. dispatched in 20 working days; and

90 per cent. dispatched in 70 working days.

The latest performance data available for February 2007 are:

91 per cent. dispatched in 20 working days; and

95 per cent. dispatched in 70 working days.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070417/text/70417w0018.htm#07041982000156 
Martin Salter [131136]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department for what reason changes to the highly skilled migrants programme are to be applied retrospectively; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The changes made to the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP) last year are not being applied retrospectively. The criteria which individuals need to satisfy are those in place at the time they make their application: grants of leave made before the changes are not being re-assessed under the new criteria.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070417/text/70417w0019.htm#07041982000162 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Adam Price [112705]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what his Department’s policy is on the future appeals system for failed visa applications; and if he will make a statement. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Those who are refused entry clearance to come to the UK under the new points based system will not have full rights of appeal. In cases where entry clearance is refused, unsuccessful applicants will be able to apply for an administrative review of the refusal. The entry clearance officer’s refusal notice will set out precisely why the decision has been made, referring back to the criteria for which points are awarded. When applying for administrative review the applicant must set out which aspect of the decision, as justified in the refusal letter, was incorrect. Administrative review will provide applicants with a swift and effective remedy where a factual error has been made.

Family visitors and dependants are not covered by the points based system.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070417/text/70417w0019.htm#07041982000166 
Chris Huhne [122078]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people entered the UK under the seasonal agricultural workers scheme in each of the last 10 years, broken down by country of origin; and if he will estimate the number of those workers who failed to return to their country of origin in each year.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Statistics are recorded on the nationality of persons admitted to the UK under the seasonal agricultural workers scheme. These are given in the following table which can be read at:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070417/text/70417w0019.htm#07041982000170 
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty’s Government [HL2942]: How many asylum seekers are currently detained (a) in the immigration detention estate, and (b) in HM prisons; and what progress they have made in honouring commitments made in 1998 and 2002 to phase out the use of prison accommodation for asylum seekers.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: As at 30 December 2006, there were 1,320 asylum applicants, including dependants, detained solely under Immigration Act powers. This figure is rounded to the nearest five and excludes persons detained in Prison Service establishments, police cells and those detained under both criminal and immigration powers.

As a result of a change in working practices in IND, statistics on persons detained in Prison Service establishments solely under Immigration Act powers have not been available since the second quarter of 2006. Currently and over forthcoming months, we are working on analysis of data sources held by IND and the National Offender Management Service to formulate a robust collation method for production of these statistics in future.
Reply continues on next page:



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
The routine use of Prison Service accommodation for detaining asylum seekers for immigration purposes ceased in January 2002. It was also made clear in 2002 that there would continue to be a need to use Prison Service accommodation for individual detainees where this was necessary for reasons of security or control. That position remains and where necessary it will apply to those who may have applied for asylum at some time, especially where an asylum seeker has committed a criminal offence and is subject to deportation action.

Statistics on the number of persons detained solely under Immigration Act powers on the last Saturday of each quarter is published in the quarterly asylum bulletins. The latest published information pertains to people detained as at 30 December 2006 and is published on the Home Office’s Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70420w0002.htm#07042034000014 

Lord Greaves asked Her Majesty’s Government [HL3018]: What instructions are given to immigration officers, police and other persons in official capacities to ensure, following the forcible removal from their homes of families of failed asylum seekers, that the property is secured and that they are able to take with them to the place of detention items such as medicines, toiletries, baby food and feeding items, children’s personal belongings and mobile phones.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Chapter 58 of the Operational Enforcement Manual (OEM), which is publicly available on the IND website www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/policyinstructions/oem, instructs officers to allow the family sufficient time to dress, pack, use bathroom facilities and feed very young children.

On-site healthcare is available at every removal centre and it is a matter for the healthcare team to judge whether it is appropriate for detainees to keep medication in their possession. Detainees must be allowed to keep other items in their possession save where it is contrary to the interests of safety or security or is incompatible with the personal storage facilities provided. Detainees must also be allowed to retain mobile phones provided that they do not have photo or global positioning roaming satellite facilities. The centre also holds property on behalf of detainees and this is returned when they leave the centre.

Families with children are accommodated in family units. Parents with young children are supplied with essential items for their care, including toiletries, bottle-warming and sterilising equipment.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70420w0002.htm#07042034000015



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Greaves asked Her Majesty’s Government [HL3019]: What instructions are given to immigration officers, police and other persons in official capacities to ensure, following the forcible removal from their homes of families of failed asylum seekers, that they are able to take all their belongings with them to the country to which they are being deported.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Chapter 41 of the Operational Enforcement Manual (OEM), which is publicly available on the IND website, www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/policyinstructions/oem , provides information on the retrieval of personal effects, including baggage allowances.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70420w0002.htm#07042034000015 

Lord Greaves asked Her Majesty’s Government [HL3020]: What instructions are given to immigration officers, police and other persons in official capacities to ensure, following the forcible removal from their homes of families of failed asylum seekers, that their friends, relatives and legal representatives in the United Kingdom have information at all times on where they are being held and how they can be contacted by letter and telephone. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: When a family detention visit takes place, officers inform that family that they can contact legal representatives, friends or relatives once they are at the detention centre.

Detainees are advised of their right to legal representation, and how they can obtain such representation, within 24 hours of arrival at a removal centre. It is a matter for the detainee to contact his legal representative, relatives or friends about his whereabouts or any other matter. Where a detainee has no funds to allow him to correspond or phone his legal representative, family or friends, he will be given the funds to do so.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70420w0002.htm#07042034000015 

Anne Snelgrove (131843): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average processing time is for a claim by an asylum seeker or refugee with extraordinary leave to remain for indefinite leave to remain; and how many such claims are in process as of 17th April.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70417w01.htm 

Barry Sheerman (132013): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, which categories of individual are awarded fast track status through UK immigration and customs procedures.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70417w01.htm 

Barry Sheerman (132014): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the application process is for the award of fast track status through UK immigration and customs procedures at UK airports.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70417w01.htm



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green (132574): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much his Department has spent on the transition of the Immigration and Nationality Department to the Border and Immigration Agency.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70418w01.htm 

Damian Green (132596): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much his Department has spent on the regionalisation of the Border and Immigration Agency.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70418w01.htm 

Damian Green (132928): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many failed asylum seekers had their removals from the UK stopped because their country of destination was deemed too dangerous in each of the last five years, broken down by country of destination.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70419w01.htm 

Theresa May (132825): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many illegal immigrants were referred by police forces to the Border and Immigration Agency in each year between 1997 and 2006; and how many were subsequently deported in each year.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70419w01.htm
Theresa May (132827): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much was spent on translation services for foreign suspects by each police force in each year between 1997 and 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70419w01.htm
Shailesh Vara (133017): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many calls were received by his Department's immigration matters helplines from hon. Members' offices in each year since 2001.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70420w01.htm 
Press Release 
New points based system to start in the new year

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/newpointsbasedsystem 
News
Pensioner’s passport fiasco fury    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/16/newsstory9566486t0.asp



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
UK needs "principled" refugee policy   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=585202007
Timetable for new migrant curbs    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6566453.stm
Winners and losers in points bid

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6567815.stm 

High immigration is harming Britain’s poor, says minister

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1670457.ece 

Skills will decide migrant numbers   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1338609.0.0.php
Clamp on migrant workers   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=clamp-on-migrant-workers--%26method=full%26objectid=18925673%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Sales of Polish delicacies soar   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1332502.0.0.php
Peckish Poles make favourite fare into a supermarket success story   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=587232007
Polish it off  

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=polish-it-off--%26method=full%26objectid=18915709%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Poorest 'worst hit by mass immigration'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=596652007
A8 workers    

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0t2.RefLocID-0hg01b001006009.Lang-EN.htm
Poles in Scotland   

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0t3.RefLocID-0hg01b001006009.Lang-EN.htm
Officers target 'sham marriages'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6573447.stm



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Five arrested as police crack down on fake marriage scam   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1345863.0.0.php
5 nicked in marriage scam raids   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=5-nicked-in-marriage-scam-raids--%26method=full%26objectid=18939463%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
5 held in 'sham wedding' raids   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=612712007
Police arrest five in 'sham marriage' immigration raids   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=610902007
Sham marriages happening every day in Scotland   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=618642007
Family returns after last-minute   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1346627.0.family_returns_after_lastminute.php
Immigration must be fair - Reid 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6580917.stm 

A nation of newcomers    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/04/22/do2207.xml
Immigration, politics and an open debate   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2062976,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Debate
Integration and Cohesion
Paul Goodman: I am grateful for the opportunity to introduce this debate on integration and cohesion in Britain.

I am sure we all agree that public discussion about integration and cohesion has travelled a long way in recent years—from Lord Parekh’s commission for the future of multi-ethnic Britain, to Ted Cantle’s report on the 2001 riots, to the Government’s new, or fairly new, Commission on Integration and Cohesion. 
Speech continues on next page:


	Race Relations

Westminster Debate (continued)
Speech continued from previous page:
The discussion has not ended up where one might have expected at the beginning of 2001. There has been an unmistakable new interest in integration among opinion formers such as the BBC journalist George Alagiah, the Pakistan-born Bishop of Rochester Michael Nazir Ali and Trevor Phillips, who is to head the commission for equality and human rights.

This debate allows the House an opportunity to explore all aspects of that developing public discussion. I want to concentrate on an important part of it—relations between Muslims and non-Muslims in Britain—before asking whether there is merit in Cantle’s main recommendation, which the Government have not to date taken up: the development of a statement of allegiance that would follow what Cantle described in his report as “an honest and open national debate”.
To read the rest of the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070417/halltext/70417h0004.htm#07041770000003 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Andrew Dismore (1284) London’s Muslim Community - That this House welcomes the findings of the Gallup poll study on the attitudes of Muslim residents of London, which shows that 88 per cent. considered attacks on civilians and 81 per cent. considered violence in a `noble cause' not to be justified and that a much higher proportion of Muslims than the population at large very strongly identified with their country, and had confidence in the police, honesty of elections, the judicial system and the Government; considers that these findings put some tabloid reporting of the Muslim community to shame; and urges the media to reflect this very positive image of London's Muslims to ensure fair balance when commenting on issues of relevance to the Muslim community.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70417e01.htm 
News
Poll reveals Muslims as model citizens
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1662695.ece 

From Lowry to fear and loathing: the battle of the chapel and the mosque

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2461461.ece 

Moderator calls for unity in historic official mosque visit   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1345822.0.0.php
End of the rainbow   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/guest_contributors/article1686846.ece
TOP


	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government: [HL2831]What is the rationale for placing responsibility for equalities with the Department for Communities and Local Government, save for anti-age discrimination, which has been placed with the Department for Work and Pensions.
Lord Davies of Oldham: The Department for Communities and Local Government brings together responsibilities from across government for social cohesion and equality, recognising the importance of equality across government and the necessity of collaboration in delivery. There is a natural synergy between matters of equality and the way we livein our communities. In taking forward these responsibilities, the Department for Communities and Local Government has a wider role as a champion of equality across government, in close liaison with the Department for Work and Pensions, which has lead responsibility for policy on disability and age equality policy because of the close links with welfare reform and pensions, and the Department of Trade and Industry, with its responsibilities in the field of employment.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70418w0003.htm#070418105000014 

Westminster Early Day Motion
Diane Abbott (1303)  Legal Aid reform and the threat to black and minority ethnic solicitors - That this House notes the speech by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs Vera Baird QC to the Black Solicitors Network in June 2006; further notes that she told her audience that black and minority ethnic solicitors should regard her as an ally in the fight `to make the legal profession one that represents Britain in the 21st century'; further notes that black and minority ethnic solicitors are more likely to undertake legal aid work than the profession as a whole and that they are more likely to be small firms; further notes that one of the intended consequences of the Government's legal aid reform is to cut the number of small firms and encourage consolidation and that the Black Solicitors Network now estimates that up to two thirds of black and minority ethnic law firms will have to close as a result of the Government's legal aid reforms; believes that such an outcome would be bad for the cause of encouraging black entrepreneurship and for the cause of encouraging diversity in the legal profession and above all bad for clients; and urges the Government to look at this issue as a matter of urgency.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70418e01.htm 
News
Police heads debate ethnic quotas    
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6570545.stm
TOP


	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Stephen Hepburn [131520]: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what funding her Department provides towards campaigns to prevent racism in sport; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Richard Caborn: Sport England provides an annual grant of approximately £300,000 to Sporting Equals, which champions race equality in sport.

Also through Sport England, the Government provide funding to the Football Foundation, the UK's largest sports charity, which supports anti-racism campaigns in football like 'Kick it Out' and 'Show Racism the Red Card'.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070416/text/70416w0003.htm#07041710000022 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Ian Austin (1270) Daily Mirror and Searchlight’s recent Hope Not Hate campaign - That this House congratulates the Daily Mirror and its editor Mr Richard Wallace for sponsoring, and Searchlight for organising, the recent Hope not Hate nationwide tour which thousands of people in towns and cities right across the country supported to make clear their opposition to the bigotry and racism of the British National Party (BNP); and believes the BNP is not a mainstream political party, but a group of extremists trying to stir up division and hatred in those communities they are targeting and that 3rd May will give people the opportunity to speak up for the great British values of democracy, equality, freedom, fairness and tolerance, to make a stand against the BNP and to vote for Hope not Hate.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70417e01.htm 
Press Release 
Clear political leadership, awareness raising and education of future generations are crucial to combating anti-Semitism    

http://fra.europa.eu/fra/index.php?fuseaction=content.dsp_cat_content&catid=9&contentid=4458a87a48a0e
News
STUC delegates are urged to guard against increasing racism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1332541.0.0.php
Britain limits EU religious hatred ban   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=592362007



	Racism

News (continued)
EU to agree watered-down anti-racism law   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=598232007
Ministers and priests take swing at sectarianism   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=596682007
Fairway to beat bigots

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1339192.0.fairway_to_beat_bigots.php
Boy, 9, in playpark racism probe   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=597452007
EU set to criminalise racial hatred   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/national_news/index.var.66661.0.eu_set_to_criminalise_racial_hatred.php?

EU plans to outlaw Holocaust denial

http://www.eupolitix.com/EN/News/200704/7d04e535-062a-4d41-a914-a4d6f67319e9.htm 

European Union finally agrees on racism law - despite differences   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=607402007
Kebab shop in racist storm   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=kebab-shop-in-racist-storm%26method=full%26objectid=18925651%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Sharp rise in pupils suspended for racism

http://education.guardian.co.uk/raceinschools/story/0,,2056792,00.html 

Muslim graves vandalised in French WW1 cemetery   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=605162007
Striker charged in race abuse row   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1342503.0.0.php
DNA recovered from racist assault scene   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1345892.0.0.php   

DNA clue in sex attack on mother    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6579843.stm
Police find DNA in racist assault case   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/glasgow.cfm?id=617302007


	Racism

News (continued)
Player charged with racial abuse on the pitch   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=610432007
Youth summit aims to stamp out racism   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=615492007
German's fight over Nazi jibes   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=exclusive%2D-german%2Ds-fight-over-nazi-jibes%26method=full%26objectid=18943115%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
TOP



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
New Publication 
MEMO+    The Parties and their Policies

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Briefing/07iv_MEMO+_The_Parties_and_their_Policies.doc 
News

Voter indecision makes for unpredictable result   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1330133.0.0.php
'New' Scots urged to make their vote count on May 3   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17113727&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
'It was so easily avoidable and unnecessary'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/leaders.cfm?id=582802007
40-something women all candidates are chasing   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1335416.0.0.php
There’s more to being great than balance sheets   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1335338.0.0.php
Choose your partners for the new power jig   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1332552.0.0.php


	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Independence referendum 'a coalition deal-breaker'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=594322007
The good, the bad and the faintly ridiculous   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=593932007
Fears raised over election's electronic counting system   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=597932007
Prisoners to sue over voting ban   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6564795.stm
Prisoners' voting challenge rejected   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=614302007
Is this the last generation to call themselves British?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1338658.0.0.php
Why Dennis Canavan is a hard act to follow   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1342469.0.0.php
Why the people have to stake their claim on power   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1342389.0.0.php
Why independence might be even better for England   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1342419.0.0.php
Election diary   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=606372007
Convicts in court fight for right to vote   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=607662007
Lags on a loser   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=lags-on-a-loser%26method=full%26objectid=18939904%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Party leaders’ ritual calls for coalition in the political zoo   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345871.0.0.php
Contenders for No 10 make their defence of the Union   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1342453.0.0.php



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
BNP man provokes boycott of hustings   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17145295&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
'All parties know that there are deals to be done'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=609002007
Party leaders play happy families card   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=615382007
Democracy’s feast … or farce?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346649.0.democracys_feast_or_farce.php
Sitting target   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346646.0.sitting_target.php
Step Change   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346648.0.step_change.php
May 3 will settle Scotland’s future, but may leave Brown’s uncertain   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346650.0.may_3_will_settle_scotlands_future_but_may_leave_browns_uncertain.php
Police alert on election fraud   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=617522007
A threat to democracy   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=618562007
Parties battle against the march of the cyber-vandal   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=618252007
Elections are a lot less interesting in a parallel universe   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=618402007
With 'best pals' like these, who needs auld enemies?   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=618442007
As a Scot, I hate this idea of a neutered nation   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2062865,00.html
It’s ‘handbags at 10 paces’ in Govan   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1335311.0.0.php


	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Labour's 'council monopoly' about to crumble   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=599722007
1m ‘ghost’ voters threaten to skew council elections   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1687496.ece
Goldie proves she's a belter   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=581042007
Goldie slams Labour for record on crime   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=585842007
£10m Goldie filling promised for dental gap   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=591852007
Cameron in crusade to save Union   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=600592007
McConnell attacks tax reform plans of rivals   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1330139.0.0.php
McConnell predicted election problems two years ago   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1332641.0.0.php
McConnell plans ‘instant Asbos’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1332624.0.0.php
McConnell's instant ASBO plan for neds   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=mcconnell%2Ds-instant-asbo-plan-for-neds--%26method=full%26objectid=18915976%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
The half-hour delay that cost a man’s vote   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1332630.0.0.php
Shock as union refuses to support Labour   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/17/newsstory9571482t0.asp
Unions split over Labour vote call   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=unions-split-on-labour-vote-call--%26method=full%26objectid=18915980%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Unions endorse Labour - by only one vote   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=587842007



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
I'll finish Donald's work   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=i%2Dll-finish-donald%2Ds-work%26method=full%26objectid=18915972%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
First Minister gets lukewarm response to STUC address   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1334290.0.0.php
Boost for Labour as unions reject Nats UK split bid   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=boost-for-labour-as-unions-reject-nats%2D-uk-split-bid%26method=full%26objectid=18920608%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Labour warns BBC against pro-Nat bias   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=593992007
'A Labour-SNP partnership seems remote'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=596922007
McConnell offers £100m ray of hope for ‘sunrise’ education   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1338727.0.0.php
Economy would sink with SNP at helm says Brown   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1339241.0.economy_would_sink_with_snp_at_helm_says_brown.php
Voters will rue the day if Salmond wins, says Straw   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1342456.0.0.php  

'This is a decision which will define the future of Scotland'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=607172007
‘I’m a very different person now’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345814.0.0.php
PM piles scorn on Tory chances   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345825.0.0.php
Labour’s late attack on SNP risks being too little, too late this time   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1346659.0.labours_late_attack_on_snp_risks_being_too_little_too_late_this_time.php
Brown says SNP 'losing appeal'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6578225.stm



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Gordon takes a tartan tumble   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1688011.ece
McConnell sleepwalks back to civvy street   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1688014.ece
New poll deepens Labour's gloom   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2062880,00.html
It is an illiberal party that denies the people a voice   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1330118.0.0.php
Poll boost for city Lib Dems   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=591192007
Lib Dems attack Labour's Asbo 'gimmick'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=591052007
Rivals join forces to challenge Stephen  

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17150858&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Can Stephen wave goodbye to anonymity?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=613402007
Lib Dems face ruin over £4m 'fine'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=617432007
Liberal Democrat suspended   
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1680295.ece
Donald Trump wants to build a golf course - Alex Salmond wants a hole in one at Gordon on polling day   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=580982007
SNP and Lib Dems in old pals' act over tax   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=581232007
SNP races ahead of pack   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17113520&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
SNP way out in front to seize Holyrood power, poll predicts   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17113519&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Alex Salmond is the most trusted party leader   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17113521&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
SNP can't count its chickens yet   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17112139&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
SNP tries to bowl over pensioners with policy on local income tax   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1332632.0.0.php
OAPs better off with us say Nats   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=oaps-better-off-with-us%2D-say-nats--%26method=full%26objectid=18915974%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
SNP 'U-turn' on private funding    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6561845.stm
SNP finally winning argument on independence says expert  

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17120029&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Dilemma facing many voters   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17119348&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Firefighters union makes cash donation to SNP   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=590542007
Sturgeon and McConnell go to war on PFI and local taxation   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1335411.0.0.php
Sturgeon tries to rain on McConnell's parade with unions but 'gatecrash' backfires   http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=593922007
Salmond warns Scots of plot to exclude him

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1674053.ece 

Labour losing because it lacks Dewar factor, says Salmond   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1338722.0.0.php



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Salmond warns of backlash if unionist coalition forces out SNP   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=600602007
SNP makes economic growth promise   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6574127.stm
Labour backer speaks out for Alex Salmond   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345874.0.0.php
Labour backer sings praises of Salmond   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=612722007
SNP leader’s future to be decided among the gimmers and ewes   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345876.0.0.php
Eck of a bad day   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=eck-of-a-bad-day%26method=full%26objectid=18939267%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Vote now...pay later   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=vote-now-%2D%2Dpay-later%26method=full%26objectid=18939900%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Salmond plans £3bn expansion of Scottish economy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=609462007
Families £10k better off under independence, vows Salmond   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=610852007
SNP accused of dumping bus plan to please millionaire backer   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346656.0.snp_accused_of_dumping_bus_plan_to_please_millionaire_backer.php
Sir Sean launches SNP TV in a bid to turn on voters   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346658.0.sir_sean_launches_snp_tv_in_a_bid_to_turn_on_voters.php
Devil in details of SNP’s plans for growth   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346561.0.devil_in_details_of_snps_plans_for_growth.php
Eyes on the prize   
http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=618082007



	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Outrage as Salmond brands Labour opponents 'anti-Scottish'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=618622007
Salmond's shameful slur   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=617612007
Get real, Alex - nobody likes a fake   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=617602007
Labour's fightback shows no signs of denting Salmond's lead in the polls   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=617952007
SNP pulls 7% clear of Labour   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1687978.ece
We all lose if the SNP gets its 'velvet divorce'    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/04/22/do2203.xml
Carbon footprints on the Green road to Holyrood   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1342474.0.0.php
Greens and pleasant land   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1346652.0.greens_and_pleasant_land.php
SSP sounding the last post?  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=580752007
Sheridan party broadcast is four-minute rant in his car   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1332634.0.0.php
Sheridan targets victory in two city seats   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1333474.0.sheridan_targets_victory_in_two_city_seats.php
Shock and awe from the cult of Tommy   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=617272007
Christian parties clash over hanging   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1335420.0.0.php
Party has faith in its manifesto   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17150695&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467


	Scottish Parliament and Local Council Elections

News (continued)
Muslim to stand for Christian alliance   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=muslim-to-stand-for-christian-alliance%26method=full%26objectid=18944045%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Margo calls for OAP water bills to be scrapped   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=591782007
Parties' tax promises don't seem to add up   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=596382007
White mischief

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1672185.ece 

TOP



	Other Holyrood
News

Schools can line up MSP visits   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=583752007
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2857]: Whether they have approved the methodology proposed in the review of regional spatial strategy regarding Gypsies and Travellers by regional planning bodies; and by what date they expect regional planning boards to have conducted these reviews and published the results.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The research undertaken by a group of researchers—led by the Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, University of Birmingham—entitled Preparing Regional Spatial Strategy Reviews on Gypsies and Travellers by Regional Planning Bodies was part-funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government. It is intended as a useful tool to help regional planning bodies to determine regional pitch requirements at local authority level. While we would commend the methodology to regional assemblies in considering the allocation of pitch numbers, each will need to take into account the circumstances in its area in coming to final decisions.

Currently, all regions are undertaking preliminary work to review Gypsy and Traveller issues in their regions. In the east, south-east and south-west single-issue reviews of the regional spatial strategies are under way. In the East Midlands the current regional spatial strategy review already includes interim additional pitch requirements for each local authority. The east of England is the most advanced in its process, with publication of its Issues and Options consultation document due on 8 May. In the Yorkshire and Humber region, the issue of accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers was considered at the examination in public into the draft regional spatial strategy carried out in October and November 2006. The panel report is expected to be published shortly. The need for further assessment work by the regional planning body will be considered in the light of the panel report. Revisions in the remaining areas are expected to start within two years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70416w0003.htm#07041619000028 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon asked Her Majesty’s Government [HL2536]: Further to the Written Answer by Lord Bassam of Brighton on 1 February (WA 74), whether they will use their veto in the Council of Ministers to ensure that Holocaust denial is not made a criminal offence in the United Kingdom.

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Government do not intend to make Holocaust denial a criminal offence in the United Kingdom. The Government deplore attempts to deny the Holocaust, including those views expressed in a pseudo-intellectual manner. We understand why some European countries, because of their particular histories, have expressly legislated against Holocaust denial, but successive Governments have taken the view that criminalising Holocaust denial in the UK would represent an unnecessary infringement of freedom of expression. It is of course the case that, if Holocaust denial is expressed in a way that is threatening, abusive, or insulting and incites racial hatred, or is likely to do so, then that would be unlawful under the Public Order Act 1986.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70420w0001.htm#07042034000008 


	Other Westminster (continued)
Early Day Motions
Diane Abbott (1259) Mental health provision for black and minority ethnic patients - That this House notes with concern the comments made by the Chairman of the Mental Health Act Commission, Lord Patel of Bradford, regarding the over-representation of black people in psychiatric care; remembers that warnings of institutional racism within mental health care were made after the death in care of David Rocky Bennett in 1998; recognises that black people are estimated to be up to 10 times more likely to be diagnosed as schizophrenic, and more likely to be detained under the Mental Health Act and given medication rather than other therapies; notes that these problems are only likely to worsen given the rise in asylum-seeking and refugee populations since then; notes that little has been done to tackle the potential for racism and abuse within the mental health system, as is highlighted in reports published by the Ethnicity and Health Unit at the University of Lancashire; and thus calls upon the Government to take serious and concrete steps towards greatly improving the provision of mental health services for black and ethnic minority communities, including taking note of the suggestions made by the Ethnicity and Health Unit.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70417e01.htm 

Andrew Dismore (1267) Bryan Ferry’s praise of Nazis and his Marks and Spencer contract - That this House expresses its complete abhorrence of the remarks and behaviour in admiration of the Nazis of Bryan Ferry, who amongst other comments has praised Nazi parades, banners, buildings and films, and named his studio `the Fuhrerbunker'; notes that his remarks add injury to insult in that they were published at the time of Yom Hashoah, when Jews commemorate their six million dead in the Holocaust; regards his conduct as deeply offensive to the Jewish community; condemns the decision of Marks and Spencer to continue Ferry's contract as a male model; regards Ferry's behaviour as a particular insult to the memory of Marks and Spencer's founding fathers; believes that Marks and Spencer management are putting profit before principle; and therefore calls for a boycott of Marks and Spencer's shops and Ferry's recordings and performances in protest at their behaviour.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70417e01.htm 
TOP



	New Publication
CRE briefing on the Westminster Parliament Mental Health Bill
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/mentalhealthbill2007.pdf 
TOP



	Other News
Museums asked to create prayer rooms   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1330123.0.0.php
Muslim centre books a new library facility   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=590272007
OSCR is an Investor in People   

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=a9badfab-be98-46a4-86b7-3ac9c8f4fbdb
Government backing for bill to end forced marriages   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1345828.0.0.php
Police track ethnic groups with profile technology   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article1685284.ece
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
** Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf 
Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/amend/am003-a.htm 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 

** Consultation with civil society (18 May 2007)   

http://eumc.europa.eu/eumc/index.php
(questionnaire at http://fra.europa.eu/fra/material/pub/general/CS_Consultation-0107_en.doc)
Planning Better Outcomes and Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 
(31 May 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/uasc.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 

** Commission on Integration and Cohesion (online discussion forum) (no closing date given)
http://forum.communities.gov.uk/cohesion 

TOP



	Funding Opportunities
** New or updated this week
Electoral Reform Society Partnership Grants Scheme

Closing date for applications 25 May 2007

Grants of up to £100,000 per year for projects to involve more people in democracy, in particular people from ethnic minority communities, people with disabilities and young people not in formal education. Projects should be designed to Increase people’s confidence so they will take part in all aspects of political decision making, particularly registering to vote, increase their awareness of how local, national and European democracy is organised and how decisions are made; and increase the numbers who register to vote. For information and application form see http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-vote/partnershipgrants.cfm 


	Funding Opportunities (continued)
2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)

Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights or an older people’s club in Aberdeen that wants to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Submit an application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. For information contact  the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 or see http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
this week!
Scotland’s Travelling Communities: Identities, Cultures, Continuities and Changes

25 – 27 April 2007 

Exhibition of past and present day images reflecting the diverse lifestyles & cultures of Gypsies and Travellers in Scotland. For information contact Jean Oliver jean.oliver@education.ed.ac.uk / 0131 651 6444 or see http://www.scottishtravellered.net/news/apr07/X_postersm.pdf 

this week!
Scotland’s Travelling Communities: Identities, Cultures, Continuities and Changes

26 April 2007 in Edinburgh

Scottish Traveller Education Programme conference to raise awareness of the different Gypsy and Traveller communities  living in Scotland and offer examples of good practice in creating a climate in which the educational needs of Gypsy and Traveller pupils and their families can be met. For information contact Jean Oliver 0131 651 6444 / jean.oliver@education.ed.ac.uk or see http://www.scottishtravellered.net/news/apr07/conference.pdf 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

Equalities Training for Voluntary Organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
8 May 2007 in Paisley (9.30 – 4.30)

Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
The Changing Face of Race Equality

17 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the origins, context and manifestation of racism in our society and the changes in focus before and into the 21st century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Civicus World Assembly

23 – 27 May 2007 in Glasgow

Civicus is a forum for international civil society representatives to meet to exchange ideas and experiences and to build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org/ 

The Gathering

24 – 26 May in Glasgow
The largest charity and voluntary sector event in the UK, bringing together voluntary sector staff, volunteers, community activists. For information see

http://www.scvo.org.uk/gatherscotland/Home/Home.aspx 

BEMIS is providing a limited number of free stalls at the Gathering to enable ethnic minority organisations to promote their projects. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 548 8047 / heather.mcmullen@bemis.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Community Cohesion & the Equality Agenda for the 21st Century

25 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO conference to consider the implications of the Commission for Equality & Human Rights (CEHR) duty to promote “good relations” . It will also explore how the CEHR working in partnership with the voluntary sector can support opportunities to improve relationships and engender meaningful interactions between diverse communities across Scotland. For information contact Linda or Dee 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 
Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details
Equalities training for voluntary organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
31 May in Dundee (9.30 – 3.30)
Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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