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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Bill Butler (S2O-12444): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in respect of the implementation of its agreement on the treatment of asylum seeker families reached with the Home Office in March 2006. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-15d.htm 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Theresa May [122380]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills how much was spent on English for Speakers of Other Languages lessons for (a) immigrants and (b) asylum seekers in each year between 1997 and 2006.

Reply from Bill Rammell: Since 2001, the funding for English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) has been provided through the Skills for Life strategy in response to regional and local demand has almost tripled.

The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) calculates the total amounts spent on ESOL as £103 million in 2000/01, £185 million in 2001/02, £235 million in 2002/03, £267 million in 2003/04 and £279 million in 2004/05. The 2005/06 final spend has yet to be confirmed by the LSC; figures prior to 2000/01 are not available as ESOL only became part of the Skills for Life strategy in 2001.
Reply continued on next page:


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
The LSC has not routinely reported spend for asylum seekers. The Department for Education and Skills did a separate analysis of the LSC’s data for 2004/05 and this shows that the total funding for asylum seekers was £23.5 million of which £3.3 million was for those aged 16-18 and £20.2 million was for those aged 19 and over. The information on immigrants is not collected by the LSC as they form too broad a category.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070309/text/70309w0004.htm#07030958000049 

Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL1921]asked Her Majesty's Government: What is their estimate of the financial savings they will make by cutting provision for English for speakers of other languages courses for refugees and asylum seekers.

Reply from Lord Adonis: From Department for Education and Skills analysis of Learning and Skills Council (LSC) data, spend on asylum-seeker English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) courses for learners aged 19-plus was £20.2 million in 2004-05, the last year for which data are available. The changes announced in October to ESOL funding are not intended to result in savings but to reprioritise existing provision. The adult learning budget is expected to increase next year by approximately 7 per cent. We will shortly publish the results of the race equality impact assessment and any changes to our proposals that Ministers will take as a result.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70313w0002.htm#07031359000021
Bob Blizzard [127631]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what modifications he plans to make to his announced changes to English for Speakers of Other Languages provision; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Bill Rammell: I have considered the impact of the proposed changes to ESOL funding as part of the Race Equality Impact Assessment (REIA) and I am minded to consider a range of new measures in addition to those the LSC previously announced on 18 October 2007 to reprioritise funding towards the most vulnerable. These are:

Re-instating eligibility for those asylum seekers who are in the UK legally and whose claims are not resolved within six months;

Re-instating eligibility for those asylum seekers who are unable to return or be returned to their country of origin for circumstances beyond their control and who are eligible for Section 4 support;

Prioritising funding at local level through the Learning and Skills Council’s Learner Hardship Support Fund towards support for spouses and individuals who may not have access to their household benefit documentation or their own funds; and

Agreeing with the Learning and Skills Council an approach to evidencing low pay for fee remission purposes which enables flexible use of a raft of evidence, including wider benefits and other evidence. I have asked officials to work with the Learning and Skills Council and other partners to finalise the detail urgently. I will then make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070314/text/70314w0005.htm#07031487000008


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Diane Abbott [110928]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills which benefits individuals must receive in order to receive English for Speakers of Other Languages courses free of charge.

Reply from Phil Hope: Changes to funding for ESOL include the withdrawal of automatic fee remission from courses, but learners who are in receipt of JobSeekers Allowance and income related benefits, including working tax credit, will still be eligible for full fee remission. This will help us to focus public funding on those learners most in need of public help and support.

Details of the benefits which learners must be receiving to qualify for full fee remission are a matter for the Learning and Skills Council. Mark Haysom, the Chief Executive, has written to my hon. Friend explaining the more detailed arrangements when they have been agreed. A copy of his reply has been placed in the House Library.

Letter from Rob Wye dated 2 March 2007:
I write on behalf of Mark Haysom as he is currently out of the office on annual leave, in response to your question to the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, regarding the benefits individuals must receive in order to receive English for Speakers of Other Languages free of charge eligibility for fee remission is set out in the published LSC booklet ‘Funding Guidance for Further Education in 2006-07’ paragraph 127. This states benefits that grant fee remission to learners and includes the following:

· unemployed people in receipt of Jobseeker's Allowance

· those in receipt of income-based benefits, formerly known as means-tested benefits, the main income-based benefits are council tax benefit, housing benefit, income support and jobseeker's allowance (income-based)

· those in receipt of working tax credit with a household income of less than £15,050

· those in receipt of pension credits - guarantee credit
· the unwaged dependants (as defined by Jobcentre Plus) of those listed above

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070314/text/70314w0005.htm#07031487000009
Theresa May [126079]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many unaccompanied children claimed asylum in the UK in each year between 1997 and 2006.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table shows the total numbers of asylum applications received from unaccompanied asylum seeking children for each year between 1997 and 2006.

Further information on unaccompanied asylum seeking children is published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications and others relating to immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
Reply continued on next page:



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
Unaccompanied asylum seeking children applications( 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) received in the United Kingdom, excluding dependants, 1997-2006
Total UASC applications
1997

1,100

1998

3,035

1999

3,350

2000

2,735

2001

3,470

2002

6,200

2003

3,180

2004

2,990

2005 (6)
2,965

2006 (6)
2,850

(1) Figures rounded to nearest 5.
(2) Figures exclude cases where the age of the applicant is disputed.
(3) An unaccompanied asylum seeking child (UASC) is an individual who is under 18 (or if there is no proof is determined to be under 18), and is applying for asylum in his/her own right; and is separated from both parents and not being cared for by an adult who by law or custom has responsibility to do so.
(4) Figures exclude age dispute cases.
(5) Data obtained from electronic sources from 2002 and not comparable with prior manual counts.
(6) Provisional figures.

 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070314/text/70314w0017.htm#070314102000016 
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2491]: What are the target percentages for the proportion of asylum cases to be dealt with within six months at specified future dates, under the Home Office's new asylum model.

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Our targets are to conclude (grant or remove) within six months of application: 35 per cent of new asylum applications by April 2007; 40 per cent by December 2007; 60 per cent by December 2008; 75 per cent by December 2009; and 90 per cent by December 2011.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70314w0002.htm#07031498000021


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Annette Brooke (127536): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many unaccompanied asylum seeking children arriving in the UK in (a) 2005 and (b) 2006 were the subject of an age dispute; and how many of those were subsequently found to be minors.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70314w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (127897): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department is taking to assist asylum seekers who have no access to English language learning to manage everyday tasks.

 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70315w01.htm 
Westminster Statement
Liam Byrne (Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Nationality): The House will be aware that an incident occurred in the early hours of yesterday morning at Campsfield House Immigration Removal Centre in Oxfordshire.

I would like to first praise the outstanding response of the emergency services and staff from IND and the Prison Service who reacted with great speed and professionalism to quell this disturbance. As a result of their decisive, rapid, action the Centre is now fully under control and the majority of the Centre is still fully operational.

An assessment of the impact of this incident is ongoing, but the Director General of the Immigration and Nationality Directorate has reported the following events to me.

At 6.30am on Wednesday 14 March an attempted removal of an immigration detainee in Campsfield House was forcibly resisted. Several other detainees then sought to intervene and obstruct this removal and began to then threaten staff and start fires in the centre.

The Emergency Services were called and all staff and detainees were moved to the exterior grounds within the Centre at around 7am. All of the fires were extinguished swiftly by the emergency services. Prison Service Tornado Units were then deployed to the centre to help restore full control.

There was no risk to public safety during the course of this incident. Throughout the day the perimeter fence remained secure. No detainee was able to abscond from the Centre.

No serious injuries occurred to staff or detainees within the centre, but seven members of staff and two detainees were taken to hospital suffering from the effects of smoke inhalation. All were subsequently discharged.

Robert Whalley CB, a retired senior civil servant, will extend his investigation into the recent disturbance at Harmondsworth Removal Centre to cover this incident.

Campsfield House holds up to 200 detainees and was operating at near full capacity at the time of the disturbance.
Statement continued on next page:




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Statement (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Sixty of the detainees at Campsfield House have been transferred under escort to other parts of the IND detention estate but the other detainees have remained at the centre.

No detainee will be released from either this centre or any other part of the IND estate as a result of the incident.

We cannot and will not tolerate such attempts to deliberately prevent the removal of those who have no legal rights to be in this country.

The Director General of the Immigration and Nationality Directorate has therefore been instructed to ensure that removal from the country will continue to be pursued actively in all cases.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070315/wmstext/70315m0001.htm#07031543000019 
New publications
Scotland's Changing Population

http://www.scottishcouncilfoundation.org/story_more.php?id=122 

What is the impact of the European Integration Agenda on UK Policy?

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects/europe/13%20March%20UKREN.pdf
News
Wanted: 13,000 migrants   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1253949.0.0.php
Nine hurt in asylum centre riot    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/oxfordshire/6449069.stm
Refugees from Congo to Motherwell    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6452293.stm
Family of seven still search for peace after five years of race hate

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2359076.ece 

Asylum-seekers riot at detention centre

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2359075.ece
UN predicts huge migration to rich countries 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/03/15/wimm15.xml 



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Playground by day . . . battleground by night   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1264927.0.0.php
Failed asylum seeker sets himself on fire   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=418972007
Firm places job adverts in Polish   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/17/newsstory9437188t0.asp
The man who set himself on fire to stay in this country   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=417002007
Home Office condemned for ‘dispersal’ of migrants   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1522348.ece
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Question
David Lidington [127185]: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what his Department's most recent estimate is of (a) the number of people from minority ethnic communities who live in Northern Ireland and (b) the proportion of the total population of Northern Ireland represented by people from those communities.

Reply from David Hanson: A total of 14,279 people (0.85 per cent. of all people usually resident in Northern Ireland) indicated through the 2001 Census that they belonged to a minority ethnic group.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070314/text/70314w0008.htm#07031495000016 



	Race Relations (continued)

Prime Minister’s Commonwealth Day Statement
On Commonwealth Day the United Kingdom celebrates its membership of the family of Commonwealth nations. 

This year's Commonwealth Day theme is Respecting Difference, Promoting Understanding.  The United Kingdom, like the majority of our Commonwealth partners, is a diverse nation, made up of different communities, cultures and faiths. All Commonwealth societies face new realities and challenges in today's global world. Developments in communication, travel and international finance mean that we are ever more closely interconnected and affected by events on the broader stage.  Ensuring that we respect differences and deepen understanding between ourselves has never been more vital.  That is why we support, strongly, the work being done by the Commonwealth Commission on Respect and Understanding which will deliver a report of its findings to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Kampala later this year.

Today gives us the opportunity to think about what the Commonwealth means to us personally, and the unique role it plays.  Our thoughts this year are made more poignant by the bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade.  The Trans-Atlantic slave trade stands as one of the most inhuman enterprises in history.  In this bicentenary year we want to remember those who suffered and who campaigned for abolition, but also to raise awareness of the millions of people living in contemporary slavery today.  The anniversary is a chance for all of us to deepen our understanding of the heritage we share, celebrate the richness of our diversity and increase our determination to shape the world with the values we share, as epitomised by our Commonwealth of nations.  

Its 53 member countries represent all five continents, have very different economic situations, and contain nearly 2 billion of the world's population.  It provides a bridge across many of the world's divides.  Its nations work together, voluntarily, governed by a set of core values and principles, to promote peace, democracy, development and international understanding.   The United Kingdom is proud to be a part of that work.  

http://www.pm.gov.uk/output/Page11228.asp
New publications
The Vietnamese Community in Great Britain – thirty years on
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects/Com%20Studies%20-%20Vietnamese%20(2).pdf
Bolivians in London – challenges and achievements of a London community
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects/Com%20Studies%20-%20Bolivian%20(2).pdf 




	Race Relations (continued)
News
‘Things are getting better’ on bigotry   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1251443.0.0.php
Why the symbolism of ecumenical friendship is vital   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1251397.0.0.php
Churches unite to give sectarianism the boot   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=387752007
Old Firm visit for church leaders    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6440235.stm
Clergy golf match to tee off in drive to tackle sectarianism   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=395722007
Bid for resources to ease racial tension   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1267218.0.0.php
British Muslims extend a friendly hand to Jews   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2036665,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Keith Vaz (127450): To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, what recent discussions she has had with the Chair of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights on the (a) mandate and (b) involvement of the Commission's Race Equality Group.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70313w01.htm 
Keith Vaz (127451): To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, what recent representations her Department has received from black and minority ethnic groups on the involvement of the Race Equality Group in the development of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70313w01.htm 



	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Keith Vaz (127452): To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, for how long the appointed Transition Commissioners are expected to assist the Commissioner for Equality and Human Rights

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70313w01.htm 
New publications
Moving on up: the way forward  

Report   http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/bme_final_report2007.pdf
Key findings and conclusions   http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=20050
Black and Asian women in the workplace: the employer perspective

Report   http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_Black_and_Asian_women_in_emplyment_employer_perspective.pdf
Executive Summary   

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_Black_and_Asian_women_in_emplyment_employer_perspective_exec_sum.pdf
Ethnic Minority Women and Local Labour Markets

Report   http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_labour_markets.pdf
Executive summary
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_local_labour_market_exec_summary.pdf
Pay gaps: the position of ethnic minority women and men

Report   http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/paygaps.pdf
Executive summary   http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_Pay_gaps_exec_summary.pdf
Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Black Caribbean women and employment survey: aspirations, experiences and choices

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/bme_gfi_women_employment_survey.pdf
Ahead of the game:  the changing aspirations of young ethnic minority women   
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/bme_gfi_ahead_of_the_game.pdf



	Race Equality (continued)
News
CEHR welcomes new CEO, Dr Nicola Brewer   

http://www.cehr.org.uk/
Ethnic women workers 'excluded'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6449705.stm
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Question
David Lidington [127184]: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland if he will make a statement on the progress made by the Government since the publication of its Race Equality Strategy for Northern Ireland in determining the scale and nature of racist bullying in schools in Northern Ireland.

Reply from Maria Eagle: In 1999 the Department commissioned research into the nature and scale of bullying in Northern Ireland schools. The report was published in October 2002. The report recommended that managers and teachers should monitor the incidences of ethnic and religion-based bullying and this area should explicitly be included within school policies. The research is available on the Department’s website at www.deni.gov.uk/rb8_2002.pdf  I have also arranged for a copy to be placed in the Library.

Following on from this research, in 2005 the Department commissioned the university of Ulster to undertake a further study into the extent and nature of bullying, including racist bullying, in Northern Ireland schools. The report will be published later this year. That will allow for a comparison with the report published in 2002 and the identification of any change.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070314/text/70314w0011.htm#07031495000020 



	Racism (continued)
Westminster Early Day Motion
John Cruddas (1137) Anti-fascist fortnight campaign -  That this House warmly welcomes the Anti-Fascist Fortnight being organised by Searchlight between 24th March and 7th April 2007; commends the trades unions and other organisations who are supporting this initiative; believes that the British National Party promotes the politics of hate and bigotry and stands opposed to the creation of a harmonious and cohesive society; and believes that the Anti-Fascist Fortnight will be a chance for all decent people, particularly at a community level, to celebrate the positive diversity of British society.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70314e01.htm 
News
Police officer quits after race incident   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/13/newsstory9416077t0.asp
Cop quits force after race-hate conviction   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=cop-quits-force-after-race%2Dhate-conviction--%26method=full%26objectid=18743945%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Bottle-wielding louts target Stirling mosque during prayers   
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16861658&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Imams kicked off flight sue for discrimination   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=397522007
Fan charged over chanting   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=396462007
Ferry folk shocked by racist graffiti   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/14/newsstory9421730t0.asp
Call to reopen inquiry into Khan's police racism claims   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=401122007
Are racism and racialism the same? 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/6442853.stm 

Racist ger can rant on   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=racist-ger-can-rant-on%26method=full%26objectid=18767850%26siteid=66633-name_page.html



	Racism

News (continued)
Abuse case fan walks free    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/17/newsstory9436810t0.asp
No action over ‘racism reward’
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article1511696.ece 

University is accused of censoring anti-Semitic Islam lecture
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/education/article1517364.ece 

Anti-bigotry report 'suppressed'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6461451.stm
UK Christians 'suffer for faith'   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6463527.stm
Police favour Old Firm, say rival fans   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1267675.0.police_favour_old_firm_say_rival_fans.php
TOP



	Other News
Next census is more than a black or white question   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1264125.0.0.php
Web helps voters pop the question    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6456565.stm
Charities fail to register with watchdog   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1251402.0.0.php
Let’s be charitable   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1251347.0.0.php
Final removals commence
http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=ce23c3cb-4b3d-4148-ba29-fdacd74f9473 




	Other News (continued)

Charities subsidise state by £130m   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1253948.0.0.php
Kids to get inside view of religious buildings   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1258021.0.0.php
New funding to inspire black and minority ethnic students to choose science     

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=271276&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-aspassed.pdf 

Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/b59s2-aspassed.pdf 
Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

Stage 1
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-aspassed.pdf 



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Stage 3 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-stage3-ml.pdf 

Stage 3 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0314-02.htm#Col33040 

Stage 3 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0314-02.htm#Col33103 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
Committee proceedings (House of Commons)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/rs0530313.19-24.html 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/pbc0531503.25-29.html 
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/amend/70315m01.htm 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
** Faith Schools and Community Cohesion   (30 March 2007)   http://www.runnymedetrust.org/about/policyResponses/Website%20consultation%20FSCC.pdf



	Consultations (continued)
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 

** Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
** Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
**this week

Integration Week

19 – 25 March 

For information about Integration Week events contact GARA 0141 572 1140:
UN Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Global 2000 Cultural Performances
19th - 20th March 2007 at Celtic Park
Performances for 2500 young people that promote integration and anti-racism. The event will engage young people through music, dance, art and performance to celebrate different cultures of Glasgow.

Anti racism workshops

19th - 20th March 2007 at Celtic Park
Workshops organised for young people that focus on anti-racism and integration.

Multi cultural theatrical performances to celebrate the United Nations Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
21st March 2007 at Celtic Park



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
**this week

Integration Week (continued)
Youth Integration Seminar

22nd March 2007 in Glasgow
A seminar for young people which will focus on what integration means to young people. 

“The Mix Element”

24th March 2007 at Strathclyde University

A unique ethnic music fusion night which brings together Glasgow students to share cultures through music.

Integration through Sport Programme

24th-25th March 2007 at Gorbals Leisure Centre and Glasgow Green Football Development Centre

A  programme of physical activities to encourage integration through sport. 

Commemorative Performances to mark the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25th March 2007 in Glasgow

Journeys Exhibition
25th March 2007at Glasgow schools

Exhibition to highlight the journeys taken by different people from around the world who have now made their home in Glasgow.

** this week!
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

20 March 2007 in Aviemore
12 April 2007 in Dundee
19 April 2007 in Glasgow
1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Shetland, Orkney, Western Isles, Skye and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

** this week!
What government for Scotland?

21 March 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30-1.30)

SCVO/Centre for Scottish Policy Studies seminar bring together some key change makers from the private, public and third sectors to discuss questions such as: How are we going to make sure government is fit for purpose? How should the new Parliament measure up to the power-sharing principle on which it was founded? How do we balance public accountability against excessive red tape when government increasingly works through partners? For information contact Alex Thomson 0131 474 6152 / alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
The Implictions of the European Employment Regulations

18 April in Edinburgh

SCVO seminar to explore and raise personal awareness of the European Employment Regulations on sexual orientation, faith / belief and age legislation and ensuring that organisations policies do not discriminate on these grounds. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 /  Equalities@scvo.org.uk
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)
One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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