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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31823): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Refugees and Asylum Seekers is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament.

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The group’s action plan is complete. However, given it will be drawn on in the further development of the National Strategy and Action Plan, it will require to be published simultaneously with the strategy, as will the other three strategic groups’ reports.

I have notified all strategic group members of the position and made clear to them that I am very pleased with their reports, and that it is the National Strategy and Action Plan which requires further work.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Stewart Jackson (123360): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many individuals who had their initial application for asylum refused were subsequently granted indefinite leave to remain in the UK in each year since 2001; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70227w01.htm


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nigel Evans (124070): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what his estimate is of the number of failed asylum seekers (a) living in the UK and (b) who were living in the UK in each of the last five years.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70228w01.htm 
Lynne Featherstone (125175): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what criteria are taken into account when assessing the safety of a country for repatriating failed asylum seekers and immigrants.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70302w01.htm
Karen Buck [117671]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills from which budget he plans to fund a new English for speakers of other languages market as referred to in his Department’s Notes of English for speakers of other languages policy update meeting of 5 December 2006. 

Reply from Phil Hope: The new English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) qualifications for work will be funded initially by the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) through the adult learning budget.

However, more detailed funding arrangements are a matter for the LSC and Mark Haysom, the Chief Executive, has written to the hon. Member explaining the more detailed arrangements and a copy of his reply has been placed in the House Library.

Letter from Mark Haysom, dated 19 February 2007:
The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) has recently been working closely with the Department for Education and Skills (DfES), Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and awarding bodies on the development of a new range of work focussed English language qualifications. These qualifications will be related to the existing English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) qualifications; however they will be more suitable for those learners who are literate in their own first language.

The present ESOL qualifications fall under the Skills for Life strategy, and as such are funded from the adult learning budget. The new ESOL for work qualifications which will be available from August 2007 and will be funded through adult learning budget.

The existing Skills for Life ESOL qualifications will continue to be available where appropriate (to those learners who have basic skills needs as well as English language needs).

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070226/text/70226w0005.htm#07022634000011 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
John Hayes [121402]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make a statement on the establishment of a rapid reaction force for illegal immigrants at EU level; and to what extent UK officials will participate in this initiative.

Reply from Liam Byrne: A proposal establishing a mechanism for the creation of Rapid Border Intervention Teams (RABITs) under the aegis of the European Border Agency (Frontex) is currently being negotiated. The UK is excluded from the Frontex Regulation (2007/2004) which established the organisation. Our legal relationship with the proposed RABITs Regulation is therefore complex, and it is not yet clear to what extent UK officials will participate in this initiative.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070226/text/70226w0014.htm#0702272000043 

Anne Moffat [120461]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what progress is being made on the review Fair, effective, transparent and trusted: Rebuilding confidence in our immigration system; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: On 12 December 2006 the Home Secretary and the Permanent Secretary gave a detailed update on progress to the Home Affairs Committee and we will be shortly publishing further updates to the Home Affairs Committee Recommendations. We have substantially met the December milestones published in the review and have published detailed information on this, which is available on the Home Office website (http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/dec-commitments-IND.pdf . We are making good progress towards the April milestones.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070226/text/70226w0014.htm#0702272000044 

Peter Soulsby [113009]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment he has made of the effect of the recent changes to the highly skilled migrant programme on people who had been granted leave under the previous rules; and what estimate he has made of the numbers of people who will not be able to extend this leave.

Reply from Liam. Byrne: People who were granted leave under the immigration rules relating to the highly skilled migrant programme (HSMP) which were in force before 8 November 2006 and make applications for further leave to remain under HSMP on or after that date will have their applications considered against the requirements of paragraph 135D of the immigration rules (HC 395, as amended) as it is currently drafted. We anticipate that most of these people who are economically active in the United Kingdom will be able to extend their leave under the revised immigration rules, to succeed under the transitional arrangements for self-employed people, or to switch into work permit employment. We will be evaluating the impact of the changes.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070228/text/70228w0009.htm#07022881000020 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1919]: Further to the debate on the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill on 7 February 2006 (Official Report, col. 620), whether, in relation to the exercise of discretion by the Secretary of State to register as a British citizen a child, born in the United Kingdom, of an asylum seeker who is subsequently granted leave to remain, they will clarify the circumstances in which the Secretary of State would register the child as a British citizen in order that the parents would know in advance whether the application was likely to succeed.

Reply from Lord Evans of Temple Guiting: A child born in the United Kingdom to an asylum seeker will have an entitlement to register as a British citizen if, while still a minor, the father or mother becomes a British citizen or becomes settled in the UK and an application is made for the minor's registration.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70226w0001.htm#07022627000004 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1093]: How many young unaccompanied asylum seekers were fast-tracked in the first half of 2006, despite their claim to be under 18.

Reply from Lord Evans of Temple Guiting: Unaccompanied asylum-seeking children (UASC) are not subject to detained fast track processes. For detention purposes, a person claiming to be under 18 will only be treated as an adult if: there is credible and clear documentary evidence that they are 18 years of age or over; ora full age assessment by social services is available stating that they are 18 years or over; ortheir physical appearance/demeanour very strongly indicates that they are significantly older than 18 and no other credible evidence exists to the contrary. 

Management information shows that between January and June 2006 six asylum applicants were taken into the detained fast track (DFT) process despite their claim to be under 18. In each case, they met one or more of the above criteria when their suitability for DFT was assessed but subsequent information, in the form of a full social services age assessment, later emerged which led us to accept their claim to be a child.

In addition, five asylum applicants claimed to be minors after they had entered the DFT process and one claimed to be a child on transit to the detention centre. Three of these applicants were released following a full social services age assessment and three were released without an age assessment taking place as the case owners responsible for their claims were satisfied on the basis of other evidence available to them that they were children.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70226w0002.htm#07022627000017



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1969]: In cases where the Medical Foundation confirms that an asylum applicant has suffered torture, what action is taken by the Immigration and Nationality Directorate to ensure that the person or their dependants are not detained in custody.

Reply from Lord Evans of Temple Guiting: Under Rule 35 of the Detention Centre Rules 2001, the medical practitioner at a removal centre is required to report to the manager on the case of any detained person who he is concerned may have been the victim of torture. Systems are in place to ensure that any such reports are passed to the on-site immigration manager for onward transmission to the relevant IND caseworker.

Should the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture confirm that a detainee has suffered torture, this, along with any independent medical advice, would be fully considered by the IND caseowner, who would consider whether detention remains appropriate under those specific circumstances.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70226w0002.htm#07022627000019
Nick Clegg [117841]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department at what locations foreign nationals will be entitled to register their biometric information for a biometric immigration document.

Reply from John Reid: For foreign nationals required to apply for a biometric immigration document, their biometric information will be verified and recorded through existing immigration processes and at public caller facilities, enhanced as necessary.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 
Nick Clegg [117843]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what biometric information he will require from foreign nationals registering for a biometric immigration document.

Reply from John Reid: Subject to the successful progress of any necessary legislation we plan to record 11 biometrics: 10 fingerprints and the face for those registering for a biometric immigration document.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 
Nick Clegg [117844]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what fee he plans to charge for foreign nationals to register for a biometric immigration document; and whether fees will recover the full administration costs of the system.

Reply from John Reid: Subject to the successful progress of any necessary legislation we will announce the fee payable by foreign nationals for a biometric immigration document to Parliament in the usual way when we have determined the full costs of the system. The fees and charges guidance issued by HM Treasury makes clear that we would normally expect to recover the full administrative costs of the system.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nick Clegg [117845]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate he has made of the cost of registering foreign nationals already resident in the UK for a biometric immigration document.

Reply from John Reid: In line with my commitment to Parliament we have undertaken to give the estimated costs and cost-benefit analysis in our next six monthly ID card cost report.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 


Nick Clegg [117846]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what deadline he plans to set for the registering of foreign nationals for a biometric immigration document.

Reply from John Reid: Subject to the successful progress of any necessary legislation from 2008, we will roll out biometric immigration documents progressively to qualifying foreign nationals from outside the EEA who are already in the UK and reapply to stay here.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 
Nick Clegg [122058]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether information held for the purposes of a biometric immigration document will be destroyed if the individual (a) leaves the UK and (b) is granted British citizenship.

Reply from John Reid: Regulations under the UK Borders Bill will be made so that some immigration information about an individual may be retained if they leave the country, so that we will be able to identify them upon their return. Other information that is no longer required will be destroyed.

When an individual is granted British citizenship, information we have obtained when they applied for a biometric immigration document may be retained if it is required for another enactment, such as under the Identity Card Act 2006 for the national identity register. The normal requirements for the destruction of the information will not apply in such circumstances. Information that is no longer required will be destroyed.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0011.htm#07030168000024 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nick Clegg [122056]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people subject to immigration control died in custody in each of the last 10 years.

Reply from John Reid: The available information, detailed in the following table, is in respect of immigration detainees in Immigration Removal Centres.
Deaths (including apparently self-inflicted deaths) in Immigration Removal Centres
1997

0

1998

0

1999

0

2000

1

2001

0

2002

0

2003

2

2004

4

2005

2

2006

1

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0012.htm#07030168000026 
Westminster Statement
Liam Byrne (Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Nationality): Last July the Home Secretary announced the biggest shake-up of the immigration system in its history. To drive through this programme of reform, the Home Secretary made it clear that the IND—which will become the Border and Immigration Agency BIA on 1 April—required more transparency and stronger oversight and accountability arrangements.

Today there are a number of bodies that monitor, inspect or advise on specific parts of the immigration system. What is lacking is a clear and consistent overall view. There is also no external oversight of key areas such as enforcement.

In December 2006 we carried out a public consultation on proposals for an independent inspectorate that would deliver an effective inspection of IND.

We are extremely grateful to everyone who contributed. The responses received revealed very wide support for the idea for an independent inspectorate and how it should be taken forward. This paper sets out the Government’s formal response to the consultation exercise.

We propose to create a single inspectorate that will focus on overall efficiency and effectiveness across IND’s and its partners’ operations, quality of decision-making, enforcement powers, access to information and the treatment of individuals, including a sense of comparative performance in different regions of the country.
Statement continued on next page:


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Statement (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Effective assessment of these key themes will provide confidence to Parliament and the public and to those who use and receive services from IND.

I very much hope that everyone who is concerned with the immigration and nationality system will continue to work with us as we seek to develop the improvements and assurance that this new, stronger and more effective inspection will bring.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/wmstext/70301m0002.htm#07030147000017
Westminster Debate
Lord Greaves rose to ask Her Majesty’s Government what provision they will make for the teaching of English for speakers of other languages in England in the next academic year.

The noble Lord said: My Lords, this debate is about the provision of English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) in the financial year from this summer. I should declare the interest that my wife is an ESOL teacher.

This debate is timely; there will be an important lobby on Wednesday, which has been organised by the University and College Union and many other bodies on behalf of the “Save ESOL” campaign. I pay tribute to those who organised this campaign and the many people around the country who expressed considerable concern about the Government’s proposals. I thank those noble Lords who want to speak in this short debate. I will listen with great interest to the Minister’s reply.

This is a many-faceted and complex issue. I shall put my own slant on it based on the area that I know best: the Pendle and Burnley area in east Lancashire. What is proposed? The Learning and Skills Council, with the Government’s support, proposes to restrict access to free ESOL classes from this summer. The suggestion is that, apart from those who will be excused fees, people should pay 30 per cent of fees this year, rising to 50 per cent in 2010. ESOL classes lead to examinations under the Skills for Life programme at five different levels: the entry level, E1, which is for beginners; E2; E3, which is the benchmark for the citizenship test; and levels one and two, at which stage one might be able to take GCSEs. They are about speaking, listening, reading and writing; in other words, they are about basic language skills, which are the key to so many things that make a full life possible, and which the Government say they believe in.

What are the Government’s beliefs in this regard? They have a belief in citizenship: it is very important to be a full and active citizen in this country and for people to be able to communicate, and that means fluency in English. They believe in the integration of individuals in the communities in which they live and work and in the integration of communities. Five or six years ago, after the disturbances in some northern cities, there was much talk about parallel communities. We had the Cantle report, the Ouseley report and the report from the Burnley taskforce and the noble Lord, Lord Clarke of Hampstead. 
Speech continued on next page:



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Debate (continued)
Speech continued from previous page:
The underlying tale in the reports was of the dangers of allowing communities to develop, live and exist separately from the wider community.

In the Pendle and Burnley area, we have a large south Asian community; it is a very traditional community in many ways but it has a great deal to offer. If left without any positive action, it is likely to suffer from the parallel communities problem. Along with those aims and objectives, there is the overriding aim of social cohesion. All those are fundamentally linked to the acquisition of language skills.

Who will miss out under the Government’s proposals? It will vary a lot in different parts of the country. My understanding is that Nelson and Colne College, in the area where I live, is planning for a 50 per cent cut in ESOL numbers next year. Low-paid workers will miss out. They may be migrant workers or members of ethnic-minority communities on the minimum wage or below—plenty of people are paid less than the minimum wage—or part-time workers, who may be paid the minimum hourly wage but have a take-home pay each week that is a lot less.

The second group of those who will miss out, on which I want to concentrate, is non-employed people—people without jobs who are not unemployed. Many are women who used to be called housewives; nowadays a more politically correct description appears to be “carers in the home”. This involves women who work in the home and keep the family and the home going but who do not have a job—they have never had them—and are therefore not entitled to benefits. There are also older men who may have come to this country 30 or 40 years ago to work night shifts in the mills. Those nightshift workers were almost all Asian and did not need English to work. They are now cut off from proper participation in the wider society because of their lack of English. There are also asylum seekers, whom my noble friend Lord Avebury will discuss. Our experience in Nelson is that the ability of asylum seekers to go to ESOL classes from the moment they arrived was a very important part of encouraging and enabling them to live in the local community.

To continue reading the debate see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70226-0013.htm 

Press Releases 
Asylum figures lowest since 1993

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/asylum-quarter-report
'Glasgow girl' to speak at Women in Politics seminar
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-020.htm 
New publications
Public performance target: removing more failed asylum seekers than new anticipated unfounded applications
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/aboutus/tippingpointsresults4amend.pdf


	Immigration and Asylum

New publications (continued)
Change of policy Relating to the circumstances in which removal will be deferred following

challenge by judicial review
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/changeofpolicy.pdf
News
Tories unveil border police plans   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6396103.stm
Migrants have lifted economy, says study

http://business.guardian.co.uk/story/0,,2022034,00.html 

Migrant workers urged to use their votes

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16750735&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Brown calls for citizenship applicants to do community work

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=310442007
Migrants should volunteer – Brown

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6399457.stm
Brown: make migrants do community jobs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/02/28/nmigrants28.xml 

English is second language for 10,000 pupils in Scotland   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1223360.0.0.php
Brown’s latest plan for test of ‘Britishness’ under siege    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1223444.0.0.php
Rising role of minority pupils fuels funds plea   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16760417&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Jobless Poles swell rise in migrants from the east but asylum seeker numbers fall

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/homeaffairs/story/0,,2023049,00.html 

Facing up to awkward truth on migration

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,2023075,00.html 



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Diana fund to give £10m to refugees and asylum seekers

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/03/01/ndiana01.xml 

Glasgow Girl’ to talk at Holyrood   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1227000.0.0.php
Illegal migrants 'allowed to go'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6407341.stm
‘Yamur asked when she could blow out her candles. Mum was in tears’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1234280.0.yamur_asked_when_she_could_blow_out_her_candles_mum_was_in_tears.php
Britain must end the repugnant practice of locking up children   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1234267.0.britain_must_end_the_repugnant_practice_of_locking_up_children.php
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Andrew George [123464]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government which groups are (a) defined and (b) awaiting determination as (i) racial and (ii) ethnic groups under the Race Relations Act 1976; when the definition of each such group was completed; and what (A) criteria and (B) process were used in determining such definitions.

Reply from Phil Woolas: The determination of whether a particular group meets the definition of a “racial group” in the Race Relations Act 1976 is a matter for the courts, rather than the Government. We do not possess a comprehensive list of all court rulings relating to all groups, although the hon. Member may wish to refer to the website of the Commission for Racial Equality (www.cre.gov.uk) which provides examples of significant cases under the Race Relations Act.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070301/text/70301w0016.htm#07030168000072



	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Andrew George [123747]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government whether the Commission for Racial Equality shares her Department’s interpretation of whether the (a) Welsh and (b) Irish meet the definition of racial groups under the Race Relations Act 1976.

Reply from Phil Woolas: Section 3(1) of the Race Relations Act 1976 states that “racial group” means

“a group of persons defined by reference to colour, race, nationality or ethnic or national origins...”

The determination of whether a particular group meets this definition is a matter for the courts, rather than the Government or the Commission for Racial Equality. However, our understanding is that the Commission for Racial Equality shares our view that the Welsh and Irish meet the definition of racial group under the Race Relations Act.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070228/text/70228w0017.htm#07022856000150 

Speeches
Speech by Darra Singh Chair of the Commission on Integration and Cohesion at the launch of the Commission's Interim Statement 
http://www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/news/Speech_by_Darra_Singh_at_the_launch_of_the_Commissions_Interim_Statement.aspx 

Ruth Kelly: Interim Statement of the Commission on Integration and Cohesion
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1506358
Ruth Kelly: British Muslim Forum event

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1508163 

New publication
Commission on Integration and Cohesion Interim Statement

http://www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/upload/assets/www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/cicinterim.pdf 
News
Charity to aid racial harmony   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=312852007



	Race Relations

News (continued)
Teachers fail to understand black pupils, charity warns    

http://education.independent.co.uk/news/article2326241.ece
 TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31821): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-31758 by Rhona Brankin on 14 February 2007, what elements of the race equality strategy require further development.

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The main elements which we wish to further develop are the balance in the strategy between a focus on preventing racism and on tackling it, the relationship between issues of faith and race and the terminology and definitions used. However, we have received feedback from a very wide range of stakeholders covering the whole strategy and we want to consider all of it carefully in revising the strategy.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-31822): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-31758 by Rhona Brankin on 14 February 2007, what additional consultees will inform the further development of the race equality strategy. 

Reply from Rhona Brankin: We have already consulted a very wide range of stakeholders on the draft strategy, who have provided valuable feedback. The Executive 
will consult them again once the strategy has been further developed and following careful consideration of their comments. We will consult further stakeholders as is necessary, and will issue the Draft National Strategy and Action Plan for public consultation.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-31824): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament. 

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market Strategic Group’s action plan is complete. However, given it will be drawn on in the further development of the National Strategy and Action Plan, it will require to be published simultaneously with the strategy, as will the other three strategic groups’ reports.

I have notified all strategic group members of the position and made clear to them that I am very pleased with their reports, and that it is the National Strategy and Action Plan which requires further work.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm  


	Race Equality

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31825): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Race Equality in Rural Areas is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament. 

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The Race Equality in Rural Areas Strategic Group’s Action Plan is complete. However, given it will be drawn on in the further development of the National Strategy and Action Plan, it will require to be published simultaneously with the strategy, as will the other three strategic groups’ reports.

I have notified all strategic group members of the position and made clear to them that I am very pleased with their reports, and that it is the National Strategy and Action Plan which requires further work.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31849): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the final report of the strategic group on Gypsies/Travellers will include measurable targets with allocated budgets. 

Reply from Rhona Brankin: The Gypsy/Traveller Strategic Group did not include measurable targets with allocated resources in their report, which they have finalised. These are matters for consideration in the further development of the Executive’s National Strategy and Action Plan which the group’s report is informing.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0226.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-32123): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-31849 by Rhona Brankin on 26 February 2007, what types of target and measurement mechanism will be included in its national race equality strategy and action plan.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-29e.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-32124): To ask the Scottish Executive how resources will be allocated to each part of its forthcoming national race equality strategy and action plan.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-29e.htm 
Marlyn Glen (S2W-32170): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Scottish Commission for Human Rights will be subject to the (a) general duty, (b) specific duty to publish a race equality scheme or (c) specific duty on employment under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-02e.htm 

Marlyn Glen (S2W-32171): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Scottish Legal Complaints Commission will be subject to the (a) general duty, (b) specific duty to publish a race equality scheme or (c) specific duty on employment under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-02e.htm



	Race Equality

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Stewart Stevenson (S2W-31890): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people from ethnic minorities were recruited as (a) police officers and (b) special constables in each police force in each of the last five years and what percentage of the police workforce this represented in each case.

Cathy Jamieson: The information requested is shown in the following tables.

Number of Ethnic Minority Police Officers Recruited and Percentage of total Strength
Year/Force

2001-02

2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

2005-06

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Central

0

0

0

0

1

0.39

4

0.49

2

0.47

Dumfries and Galloway

0

0

0

0

1

0.2

0

0

0

0

Fife 

0

0

1

0.53

1

0.41

1

0.6

0

0

Grampian

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0.36

0

0

Lothian and Borders

3

0.78

3

0.85

1

1.07

3

1.12

3

1.32

Northern

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Strathclyde

6

0.76

6

0.78

9

1.8

8

1.67

6

1.61

Tayside

0

0

0

0

2

0.51

1

0.42

1

0.42

Scotland 

9

0.61

10

0.64

15

1.17

18

1.14

12

1.14

Number of Ethnic Minority Special Constables Recruited and Percentage of Total Strength
Year/Force

2001-02

2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

2005-06

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Central

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Dumfries and Galloway

1

2.08

0

0

0

0

1

3.16

0

0

Fife 

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Grampian

1

0.87

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lothian and Borders

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

2.31

Northern

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0.41

Strathclyde

1

2.55

0

0

0

0

2

0.78

3

3.27

Tayside

1

3.22

0

0

3

2.78

1

3.28

2

3.77

Scotland 

4

1.18

0

0

3

1.32

4

1.1

9

1.93

Sources: The number of ethnic police officers and specials recruited in each year was taken from Annual Statistical Returns submitted by forces to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary. The percentage figures were calculated using strength figures for each year as submitted to the Executive by forces.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0302.htm


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lorely Burt [120652]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what factors were taken into account when deciding (a) to include religion as an equality strand covered by the Commission for Equality and Human Rights and (b) not to include political belief or expression as a equality strand.

Reply from Phil Woolas: Part 2 of the Equality Act 2006 protects people from discrimination on grounds of religion or belief—in this context “belief” includes philosophical beliefs, and also any lack of belief. Both in the Government's Strength in Diversity consultation exercise on a Community Cohesion and Race Equality Strategy and the White Paper, Fairness for All, on the proposals for the creation of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights, there were strong voices calling for the extension of protection against religious discrimination, which the Government took into account. In neither case was there an equivalent call for protection from discrimination on grounds of political beliefs. The Government also took account of the imbalance that had occurred through case law under the Race Relations Act in which Jews and Sikhs were afforded protection while members of other, multi-ethnic, religions were not.

The coverage of Commission for Equality and Human Rights duties are derived from the underlying equality legislation, including discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070226/text/70226w0032.htm#0702272000169 

Andrew Dismore (124990):To ask the Minister of State, Department for Constitutional Affairs, whether she carried out a race equality impact assessment of planned legal aid changes; and if she will make a statement.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70301w01.htm
Ministerial Speech
Meg Munn: Diversity and inclusiveness in public procurement

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1508234
Press Releases 
Final Report of The Equalities Review sets out why Equality is not a 'minorities-only' zone    

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/news/Final_Report_of_the_Equalities_Review_sets_out_why_equality_is_not_a__'minorities-only'_Zone.aspx
Communities Secretary Ruth Kelly responds to Equalities Review
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2360



	Race Equality

Press Releases (continued)
Hutton: “We must tackle unemployment amongst ethnic minorities”

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2007/feb/emp016-280207.asp
EOC responds to John Hutton's Speech on ethnic minority women and work

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=20031 
New publications
Fairness and Freedom: The Final Report of the Equalities Review   

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/upload/assets/www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/equality_review.pdf
Persistent employment disadvantage

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2007-2008/rrep416.pdf
Minutes of the second meeting of the CEHR Board

http://www.cehr.org.uk/resources/file.rhtm/432568/january+board+minutes+-+for+internet[1].doc
News
Why police may need race quotas 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/02/28/nethnic28.xml 

Equality Chief says firms ‘should have race quotas for workers’

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/news/article-23387163-details/Equality+chief+says+firms+'should+have+race+quotas+for+workers'/article.do 

Black staff at the BBC are mainly cleaners and guards, says Ross    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/03/04/nbbc04.xml
BBC hits back over race claim   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=341282007
Ross asks BBC: 'Where are all the black faces?'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2026229,00.html
Glasgow fails BME communities – claim 

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5653
TOP



	Racism
News
Sectarianism dealt another blow   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/02/26104224
Swastika charges   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=swastika-charges--%26method=full%26objectid=18684626%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
New York City bans racial slur in symbolic vote   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=321582007
Racial slur banned in New York   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6406625.stm
OAPs race remarks

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16750893&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
CCTV aims to cut shop race crime    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6403491.stm
Top black police 'spied on by detectives’

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article1454695.ece
Church leaders’ joint Old Firm visit   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1234276.0.church_leaders_joint_old_firm_visit.php
Clerics unite to tackle Old Firm bigotry   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=341632007
Church leaders make Old Firm trip    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6416799.stm
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Questions
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31845): To ask the Scottish Executive how the Gypsy/Traveller site improvement grant has made a difference to the accommodation needs of Gypsies/Travellers.

Rhona Brankin: Award of the Gypsy/Traveller site improvement grant was on the basis of improvements to the quality of life and facilities offered to site residents, identified by individual local authorities. The grant is being spent on a range of improvements including upgrading and modernising washing and cooking facilities, provision of community and children’s facilities, insulation and improvements to the general environment and site security.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0302.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31846): To ask the Scottish Executive whether funding from the Gypsy/Traveller site improvement grant is still available for local authorities that wish to improve sites.

Rhona Brankin: The £3 million Gypsy/Traveller site grant, which was introduced in 2005 and was intended to fund site improvements by local authorities over three years, has all been allocated. Payments have been made to individual local authorities in 2005-06 and 2006-07, and will continue into 2007-08 as the remaining projects complete.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0302.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31847): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any underspend in the Gypsy/Traveller site improvement grant will be ring-fenced to ensure that it goes towards meeting the accommodation needs of Gypsies/Travellers.

Rhona Brankin: The Gypsy/Traveller Site Grant is managed by Communities Scotland through the Private Sector Housing Grant (PSHG) awarded to local authorities. If there is any under spend by local authorities in 2006-07, Communities Scotland will look to make available resources to enable councils to complete the projects subsequently, within the budgets already agreed.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0302.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31848): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it currently provides to public authorities about actions they can take to better meet the needs of Gypsies/Travellers, given that its strategic group report on Gypsies/Travellers has not been published.

Rhona Brankin: Communities Scotland provides guidance on local housing strategies on its website to support local authorities in meeting the housing needs of all communities in their area, including the Gypsy/Traveller community. In addition, the two thematic studies undertaken by Communities Scotland in 2002 and 2006 into services for Gypsies/Travellers have made recommendations which should help local authorities better meet the needs of Gypsies/Travellers. The Scottish Executive has also published guidelines to assist local authorities to better manage cases of unauthorised camping. 
Reply continued on next page:



	Other Holyrood

Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued on next page:
These guidelines include advice about assessing and taking into account the needs of Gypsies/Travellers as part of managing such encampments. Finally, the National Strategy and Action Plan on Race Equality, which will be published after May, will reflect the findings from the recent Ministerial Strategic Group on Gypsies/Travellers and should provide additional guidance to local authorities.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0302.htm 

Press Releases 
Moves to cut red tape in volunteering   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/02/26165251
Pupils in Scotland 2006

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/02/27102821
New publication
Statistical Bulletin: Pupils in Scotland 2006

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/167568/0046177.pdf
News
The Scottish Executive publish a new statistical bulletin at the end of March which will present statistics on racist incidents, based on details of incidents of racist incidents returned by the eight Scottish police forces from 2003/04 to 2005/06.

If you are interested in receiving this bulletin send your name and contact details to Angela.McLean@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  stating whether you prefer an electronic or paper copy.
       
TOP



	Other Westminster
Ministerial Speech
Meg Munn: Gypsies and Travellers conference
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1508233 
TOP


	New Publications
A Review by BEMIS Of Engagement by Public Sector Agencies in Scotland With Ethnic Minority Communities

http://www.bemis.org.uk/documents/Public_sector_revised_reportfinal22.2.7_000.doc
A Review by BEMIS of engagement in Scotland 

By Councils for Voluntary Service

With Ethnic Minority Communities

http://www.bemis.org.uk/documents/CVS_revised_reportfinal22.2.7_000.doc
TOP



	Other News
Baha'is pitch in on farm as they get their calendar back on track 
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16772879&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Army strategy to recruit blacks and Asians    

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1234227.0.army_strategy_to_recruit_blacks_and_asians.php
Half of Muslim schools not inspected   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/03/04/nschool04.xml
'We are independent - we can choose what we wish to teach'   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/03/04/nschool104.xml
TOP


	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-aspassed.pdf 


	Bills in Progress
Holyrood  (continued)
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 2  
Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
Stage 1

** Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-stage2-amend.pdf 

Supplementary Delegated Powers Memorandum

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-stage2-dpm.pdf 

SPICe briefing: Parliamentary consideration prior to Stage 3

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-07/SB07-12.pdf 
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Stage 2 
SPICe briefing: Parliamentary consideration prior to Stage 3

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-07/SB07-11.pdf 
Bills in Progress 

Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf 

First Reading

Committee amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/amend/70301a01.htm 
Questions to the Secretary of State for Scotland

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070227/debtext/70227-0001.htm#07022750000023 

Minute of oral evidence

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/pbc0530103.9.html#top 
TOP


	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
A Strategy for Scotland's Languages (9 March 2007)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/163888/0044602.pdf 
Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
application form to attend Mainstreaming Equalities focus group in Glasgow, Aberdeen or Dumfries

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=6abb287a-4bb3-461a-912f-1eb8a65947da 
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
**this week!
Mainstreaming Equalities 

9 March 2007 in Glasgow

14 March 2007 in Aberdeen

16 March 2007 in Dumfries
The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has published its latest consultation document, ‘Mainstreaming Equalities’, which will form the basis for its three-year equalities strategy.  Scottish charities, prospective charities, professional advisers and the public are all encouraged to give their views. Consultation focus groups will include discussion of how OSCR develops its policies, how OSCR performs its regulatory functions and  how OSCR meets the needs of those using its services. For information contact OSCR info@oscr.org.uk / 01382 34 6863.




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030

Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
** Meeting with the EU Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities
18 March 2007 in Glasgow (3.00 – 5.00)
Joint BEMIS and the Directorate General of Human Rights meeting to enable the Advisory Committee delegation to hear the views of ethnic minority groups about the effectiveness of anti-racism and discrimination measures in Scotland, and the opportunities for minority communities to develop their own culture and identities. For information contact Adnan Miyasar 0141 548 8047 / adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

20 March 2007 in Aviemore
12 April 2007 in Dundee
19 April 2007 in Glasgow
1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Shetland, Orkney, Western Isles, Skye and Dumfries.
A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

What government for Scotland?

21 March 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30-1.30)

SCVO/Centre for Scottish Policy Studies seminar bring together some key change makers from the private, public and third sectors to discuss questions such as: How are we going to make sure government is fit for purpose? How should the new Parliament measure up to the power-sharing principle on which it was founded? How do we balance public accountability against excessive red tape when government increasingly works through partners? For information contact Alex Thomson 0131 474 6152 / alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk



	Useful Links (continued)
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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