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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Debate
Asylum Seekers

Andrew Dismore: I should make it clear at the outset that our report did not deal with the question of who should or should not be entitled to claim asylum in the United Kingdom. Our sole concern was the treatment of asylum seekers, whether or not their applications were successful. We focused in particular on access to financial support and accommodation, the provision of health care, the treatment of children, and detention and removal. We also looked at press coverage.

In recent years, asylum seekers have been demonised. Failed asylum seekers are regarded as little more than criminals, but the overwhelming majority of them, including those whose applications fail, are seeking to escape from countries affected by conflict, violence and human rights abuses. China, Eritrea, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Zimbabwe and Somalia were the main applicant nationalities in the third quarter of this year.
Speech continues on following page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Debate (continued)
Speech continued from previous page:
Asylum seekers deserve to be treated with dignity, whether or not they are entitled to remain in the UK, and the European convention on human rights applies to everyone within the UK’s jurisdiction. Human rights cannot be denied to people who happen not to be British citizens. The Minister might want to confirm that human rights are universal.

It is worth looking briefly at the scale of the problem. Most asylum seekers stay in their region of origin and only a small minority ever reach the UK. The number varies and depends, for example, on the incidence of armed conflict in different parts of the world. The number of applications in the UK peaked at just over 84,000 in 2002, and fell to below 26,000 in 2006. Most applications—70 to 75 per cent.—are refused, and in 2006 some 18,000 asylum seekers and their dependants were removed. Compare that with South Africa, whose population is about the same as England, and which is now home to 3 million refugees from Zimbabwe alone. As far as I am aware, none has been returned.

The number of our asylum seekers is relatively small, yet the issue remains high on the political agenda. Stories of poor administration of applications have been the rule, not the exception, and the public believe that the system is spiralling out of control. A new casework system for managing asylum seekers has been introduced, and perhaps the Minister will tell us how well that is working.

The Government seem to start from the assumption that most asylum seekers who arrive here are economic migrants, and not genuinely fleeing persecution. Policies have been designed to deter would-be asylum seekers from coming to the UK, and to make life as tough as possible for those who do get here. The tabloid press add lurid colour by using individual examples to brand all asylum seekers as freeloaders who demand council houses and welfare benefits, to the detriment of the indigenous population. They paint the UK as a soft touch.
To continue reading the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071213/halltext/71213h0001.htm#07121373000001 

Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL726]: Whether they will set a limit to the length of immigration detention after which each person's case must be reviewed by a magistrate or judge.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: The Government have no plans to change the basis on which detention under Immigration Act powers is reviewed. Existing procedures, including access to the processes of judicial review and habeas corpus to challenge the lawfulness of detention, comply fully with the requirements of Article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71210w0002.htm#07121013000020 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL728]: What progress the Borders and Immigration Authority has made in improving healthcare for detainees, in particular mental health care in immigration detention and removal centres.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: Every IRC is required to have a medical team, at least one member of which must be a doctor who is trained as a general practitioner. The team also consists of nurses, including registered mental nurses, the number of which would depend on the centre. There are regular meetings to discuss healthcare issues between Border and Immigration Agency staff, NGO’S and Department of Health officials in order to develop and improve healthcare in the removal centres. Mental health issues are discussed at these meetings.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71210w0002.htm#07121013000020 
Lord Judd asked Her Majesty's Government [HL348]: Further to the Statement by the Lord President (Baroness Ashton of Upholland) on 14 November (Official Report, cols. 477-95), what action they are taking to ensure that where the new UK Borders Agency uses powers to detain and other powers otherwise exercised by the police, its personnel will be subject to the same rigorous standards of conduct as those laid down for the police in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 code of practice.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: The Government are committed to ensuring that in the exercise of all their enforcement powers, including those to detain individuals at ports in support of the police, officers of the new UK Border Agency are subject to comparable standards of conduct as those laid down for the police. Similarly, appropriate and proportionate safeguards and oversight mechanisms are also in place.

The specific new power to detain mentioned by the Lord President (Baroness Ashton of Upholland) in her Statement on 14 November are those contained in Sections 1 to 4 of the UK Borders Act 2007. In commencing these powers, robust safeguards and oversight mechanisms in the form of clear and specific standard operating procedures are being developed alongside specialist training before individual immigration officers are designated with these powers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71210w0002.htm#07121013000021 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mark Oaten [173579]: To ask the Secretary of State for Health (1) what the cost of providing NHS health care to asylum seekers in England and Wales was in each of the last five years;

(2) [173580] what criteria he uses to determine the Government’s policy on whether the UK’s terms of provision of health care to asylum seekers comply with (a) the European Convention on Human Rights and (b) other international obligations;

(3) [173581] what consultations he has had with the medical profession on proposals to withdraw free health care from asylum seekers;

(4) [173594] what steps he plans to take in relation to health care practitioners who provide medical treatment to asylum seekers without charge.

Reply from Dawn Primarolo: The United Kingdom has international obligations which mean that anyone who has made a formal application for asylum in the UK under the 1951 United Nations Convention and its 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees is entitled to free national health service health care for as long as that application, including appeals, is under consideration. The Government’s approach is also in accordance with our obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights on which there is extensive case law both domestic and from the European Court of Human Rights. The UK has also transposed into national legislation European Community Directive 2003/9/EC of 27 January 2003, which lays down minimum standards for the reception of asylum seekers.

Our aim is also that asylum seekers who spend time in Border and Immigration Agency initial accommodation in England prior to dispersal should be offered Departmental funded health assessments and tuberculosis screening. This assists in identifying and addressing immediate health care needs through the use of trained health care staff and interpreters, and avoids duplication of questions and checks later by recording medical histories in a patient hand help record that the asylum seeker can keep with them.

There are no plans to withdraw free health care from asylum seekers. Consequently, no such consultations on withdrawing treatment have taken place, nor will steps be taken in relation to health care practitioners correctly providing asylum seekers with free medical treatment.

The cost of providing NHS health care to asylum seekers is not recorded. Therefore, it is not possible to provide that information.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0016.htm#07121326000003 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green [163148]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department to which local authorities asylum seekers were dispersed to in 2006 under the asylum seekers dispersal programme; and how many asylum seekers were dispersed to each local authority in the programme.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table shows the local authorities that asylum seekers were dispersed to as at the end of December 2006 under the asylum seekers dispersal programme; and how many asylum seekers were dispersed to each local authority in the programme.

The numbers of asylum seekers in receipt of support, broken down by Government office region and local authority, are published on a quarterly and annual basis. Copies of these publications are available on the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

For lengthy table see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0026.htm#07121327000003 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL727]: Whether they propose to make it easier for immigration detainees to secure legal advice.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: All detainees are given information at the point of initial detention on how to contact the Immigration Advisory Service and the Refugee Legal Centre for advice. It is also the case that detainees must be advised of their right to legal representation and how they can obtain such representation, within 24 hours of their arrival at an immigration removal centre.

The Legal Services Commission (LSC) has undertaken a successful pilot of regular advice surgeries in immigration removal centres (IRCs) to help ensure that detainees can gain easy and prompt access to legal advice. These surgeries are open to all detainees. The LSC is now in the process of tendering for advice services in IRCs as a permanent part of legal aid services.

This advice provision complements the fast track duty rota advice scheme that operates in Harmondsworth, Oakington and Yarl’s Wood. This service offers all asylum seekers access to a duty representative for advice and assistance in relation to their asylum claim.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71212w0003.htm#07121295000022 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL729]: What steps they are taking to prevent disruption of legal representation and healthcare when detainees in immigration detention are moved from one centre to another; and what action the Management of Detained Cases Unit is taking in this regard.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: It is sometimes necessary to transfer detainees and this is because of the need to maintain the most effective use of available space. For example it may be necessary to transfer a person to a facility near an airport for the purpose of removal. In such circumstances, it remains possible for detainees to maintain contact with their legal representatives and this may be by fax, phone or letter.

Healthcare is provided at every immigration removal centre and information about detainees’ medical needs will transfer with them. Detainees are medically screened within two hours of their arrival at a removal centre and are required to be seen by a doctor within 24 hours of arrival.

Where a detainee has an outside hospital appointment every effort is made to ensure that a transfer does not take place until after the date of the appointment.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71212w0003.htm#07121295000022 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL730]: How many pregnant women are at present in immigration detention; and why each is being held. 

Reply from Lord West of Spithead): On the 4 December 2007 there were seven women held in immigration detention whose pregnancy had been brought to the attention of the centres. Women are not routinely given pregnancy tests, so it is not possible to confirm this figure, and there is no pressure on detainees to disclose information related to pregnancy.

The majority of those held in the immigration detention estate are detained for the purposes of administrative removal or deportation. The figures provided do not constitute part of National Statistics as they are based on management information. This information has not been quality assured under National Statistics protocols; it should be treated as provisional and is subject to change.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71212w0003.htm#07121295000023 

James Clappison (172684): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum claimants have received leave to remain as a result of grant of (a) asylum, (b) humanitarian protection, (c) discretionary leave and (d) family indefinite leave to remain since 1st April 2003, broken down by nationality; and how many dependants have received leave to remain in each of these categories and nationalities.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm 

James Clappison (174009): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she will give a break down of the categories under which discretionary leave to remain has been granted to asylum seekers in each year since 2003.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71212w01.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green (173029): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what projections she has made of the likely percentage of asylum seekers who will be recognised as refugees and granted asylum as an initial decision in (a) 2007, (b) 2008 and (c) 2009.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm
Nicholas Soames (172789): To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many applications for judicial review were lodged on behalf of failed asylum seekers facing removal in each of the last five years; what percentage were granted in each year; what proportion these cases comprised of the number of cases before the Administrative Court in each year; and what the approximate cost was of each case.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm 

Damian Green (172971): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many staff in (a) her Department and (b) its agencies will be responsible for checking that licensed immigration sponsors are compliant with procedures when her Department begins to license organisations for the sponsorship of migrant workers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm
Diane Abbott (172747): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if her Department will introduce limits on the amount of time children may be held in immigration removal centres.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm
David Kidney (174156): To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what the longest period is for which a child under 16 has been detained in (a) prison awaiting trial and (b) an immigration detention centre awaiting a decision on their asylum status in the last 10 years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71213w01.htm 

David Kidney (174157): To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many children under 16 are being detained in (a) prison awaiting trial and (b) an immigration detention centre awaiting a decision on their asylum status.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71213w01.htm
Press Releases 
Ministers stuck in a utilitarian approach on migration

http://www.socialplatform.org/News.asp?news=15769 

The European Commission regrets delay in transposition of European rules on procedures for granting asylum
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1834&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 


	Immigration and Asylum

Press Releases (continued)
Guterres opens international dialogue on asylum and migration
http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/475eb18e4.html 
New publications
Ethnic Minorities in the Labour Market: An Urgent Call for Better Social

Inclusion
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/fundamental_rights/pdf/hlg/etmin_en.pdf
The ‘Global Approach to Migration’: rhetoric or reality?
http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/339002765_Global%20Approach%20to%20Migration.pdf 
News
Migrant admits luring Poles with promise of bogus jobs   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1894931.0.0.php
Women stranded on street in net scam   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1929072007
Lost without translation    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7138299.stm
One baby in five born to mothers who came from outside Britain

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/health/article3037523.ece 

Speak English to live in UK, says Brown   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/latestnews/Speak-English-to-live-in.3589978.jp
Thousands of immigrants have security jobs illegally   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1904384.0.Thousands_of_immigrants_have_security_jobs_illegally.php
Cash aids failed asylum seekers

http://news.scotsman.com/latest-national-news/Cash-aids-failed-asylum-seekers.3594864.jp
Foreign workers ‘keep jobless on welfare’    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article3056716.ece
Minister to propose immigration restrictions   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/12/16/nasylum216.xml


	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Row over payments to failed asylum seekers   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/12/16/nasylum116.xml
UK programme pays for deportees' ventures    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/12/16/nasylum316.xml
Take the money and run – illegal migrants go ‘home’ on handouts   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article3056712.ece
Paying asylum seekers to go home   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/12/16/dl1601.xml
Tourist visa times 'to be halved'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7146527.stm
TOP



	Race Relations
Press Releases 
Commission and religious leaders claim back Christmas 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/newsandcomment/Pages/ClaimbackChristmas.aspx 
EU justice and employment ministers must work together to ensure the social inclusion of ethnic minorities and migrants
http://www.enar-eu.org/en/press/2007-12-04.pdf 
News
First minster Alex Salmond on tolerance   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1907894.0.first_minster_alex_salmond_on_tolerance.php
‘The programme has helped the barriers to come down’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/education/display.var.1897837.0.The_programme_has_helped_the_barriers_to_come_down.php



	Race Relations

News (continued)
Muslims are also Scots, so treat us the same   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics/Muslims-are-also-Scots-so.3590619.jp
MacAskill hits out at use of terror powers   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1907236.0.MacAskill_hits_out_at_use_of_terror_powers.php
Police stop and search 14,000 since terror attack on airport   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/latestnews?articleid=3593659
Stop-and-search policy requires careful handling   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/leaders?articleid=3593632
Chief Rabbi: Britain is losing its identity   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/12/16/nsacks116.xml
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Jo Swinson: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality what proportion of staff in the Government Equalities Office are (a) male, (b) female, (c) black and minority ethnic male and (d) black and minority ethnic female. [171378]

Reply from Barbara Follett [holding answer 4 December 2007]: Following the announcement of the establishment in summer 2007, of the Government Equalities Office; staff transferred from the Communities and Local Government. The following data do not include a number of staff who have recently joined the office.

These figures also incorporate staff numbers from the Women’s National Commission.

Percentage
(a) Male
40
(b) Female
60
(c) BME male
8
(d) BME female
15
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0003.htm#0712133000031 

	


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Philip Davies (173836): To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, how much has been spent by his Department (a) in total and (b) on staff costs on promoting equality and diversity in each of the last three years for which figures are available; and how many people are employed by his Department for this purpose.

The same question is also put to: the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,  the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, the Secretary of State for Defence, the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the Secretary of State for Health, the Secretary of State for the Home Department, the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, the Secretary of State for International Development, the Secretary of State for Justice, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the Secretary of State for Scotland, the Secretary of State for Transport, the Secretary of State for Wales, the Minister for Women and Equality, and the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71212w01.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Evan Harris (517) University of Oxford black boys can programme – That this House welcomes the University of Oxford Black Boys Can Programme which is run in conjunction with the National Black Boys Can Association, the first four year programme of which commenced at St Anne's College, Oxford on 26th October; notes that this builds on previous initiatives between the National Black Boys Can Association and the University of Oxford; welcomes the programme's key aim of encouraging more black boys to enter university education through raising their aspirations and academic attainment, particularly in the national curriculum subjects of mathematics, English and science; notes that programme students are assigned Oxford undergraduate mentors and the parents of the programme student are also engaged fully in supporting their sons' education; notes that the programme students were drawn from black boys in years 9 and 10 from across the UK who have the potential to achieve well above the national averages at GCSE; wishes the 26 students in this year's programme every success; and encourages more higher education institutions in the UK to participate in such schemes.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71211e01.htm 

New publications
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Interim business Plan 2007-08

Executive summary   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/Documents/Corporate%20info/interim_business_plan_0708.pdf 




	Race Equality

New publications (continued)
Government Equalities Office Simplification Plan Summary

http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/about/GEO_Simplification_Plan_2007_FINAL.doc
Tackling Multiple Discrimination: Practices, policies and laws
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/fundamental_rights/pdf/pubst/stud/multdis_en.pdf 

TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Jo Swinson: To ask the Solicitor General how many (a) charges and (b) convictions there were for incitement to racial hatred in each of the last 10 years. [170584]

Reply from The Solicitor-General: The Attorney General's office keeps data on prosecutions under Part III of the Public Order Act 1986, relating to offences concerning conduct intended to, or likely to, stir up racial hatred. The following table captures the relevant AGO data for the period 1997 to 2007 inclusive. The AGO statistics are recorded by reference to the year in which each case was referred to the Crown Prosecution Service by the police, rather than the year in which an offender was charged or eventually convicted.
Number of persons charged
Number of persons convicted
Other outcome( 1)
1997
7
4
1A,1D,1 stayed
1998
0
0
—
1999
5
3
1A,1D
2000
8
5
2A,1 D
2001
2
1
ID
2002
1
1
—
2003
8
7
ID
2004
8
3
2A,2O, 1 died
2005
2
2
—
2006
3
3
—
2007
0
0
—
Total
44
29
15
(1) Key to abbreviations: A = acquitted, D = dropped, O = ongoing

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0003.htm#0712133000026 


	Racism

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
David Amess [172411]: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills (1) how many officials from his Department attended the cross-government working group on anti-Semitism on 11 October, broken down by grade; and if he will make a statement;

(2) [172412] which Ministers from his Department attended the cross-government working group on anti-Semitism on 11 October; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Bill Rammell: The meeting was attended by one official from my Department, who had the correct policy knowledge for the area. The official's grade was Higher Executive Officer. No Ministers attended the meeting from any Government Department, as the working group has delegated responsibility to take forward the 35 recommendations published in the Government's response.

I can assure you that my Department deplores any acts of racial or religious intolerance in higher education. We are committed to tackling any form of anti-Semitism and racial intolerance in general. Although higher education institutions have primary responsibility for ensuring equal opportunities and for abiding by legislation in this area, and taking forward the recommendations in the inquiry's report which were addressed to the sector, the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills is committed to encouraging the higher education sector to ensure that discrimination has no place in any of its policies or practices.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0042.htm#07121329000106 
Jeremy Browne (172602): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many incidents of religious hate crime against police officers were recorded in each police force area in each of the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71210w01.htm 

James Brokenshire (174425): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether she expects to implement the additional protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime on the criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed through computer systems.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71213w01.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motions
Ann Clwyd (530) Race Relations Act 1976 – That this House takes serious note of the continued refusal of the Governing Body of Aberdare Girls' School to permit a 14 year-old Sikh girl from wearing to school her Kara, a small Sikh bangle that is an article of her faith; is concerned to learn the punishment for the girl for her insistence on wearing her modest Kara was at first keeping her in isolation for nine weeks and then on 5th November, excluding her from school; and calls upon the UK Government to work with the Welsh Assembly and to do everything within its power to ensure the girl is immediately reinstated as her treatment clearly amounts to discrimination and contravenes the Race Relations Act 1976.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71211e01.htm 


	Racism

Westminster Early Day Motions (continued)
Boris Johnson (556) London Assembly – That this House notes that in May 2008 there is a possibility that at least two members of the British National Party (BNP) will gain a seat on the London Assembly, and that as things currently stand there is a grave risk of these two members of the BNP having a deciding vote on the Mayor's budget; believes that this is a potentially disastrous situation in which a future Mayor of any party could depend on BNP support to pass his budget; calls upon all politicians for all parties to denounce the BNP in London and to work together to combat anyone who seeks to play the race card on London politics; and further calls upon the Government to uses its powers top combat this very real threat.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71211e01.htm 
European Parliament Resolution
Combating the rise of extremism in Europe
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0623&language=EN 

Press Releases 
No place for prejudice - Minister   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/12/11111427
MEPs call for withdrawing of public funds from extremist political groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/019-14849-344-12-50-902-20071211IPR14804-10-12-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm 
New publications
Attitudes to Discrimination in Scotland: 2006

Report   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/205755/0054714.pdf
Findings   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/205750/0054713.pdf
Getting the message across: using media to reduce racial prejudice and discrimination

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/611667 

ENAR Shadow Report on Racism in Europe    

http://www.enar-eu.org/en/publication/shadow_reports/europe2006_EN.pdf
 

ENAR Shadow Report on Racism in the United Kingdom     

http://www.enar-eu.org/en/national/uk/UK_2006.pdf
Counter-terrorism and combating racism 

http://www.enar-eu.org/en/policy/GPP_4_EN.pdf 


	Racism (continued)
News
Huge rise in Scots with racist prejudices   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1897955.0.Huge_rise_in_Scots_with_racist_prejudices.php
Snapshot of our attitudes will be tough to swallow   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1897836.0.Snapshot_of_our_attitudes_will_be_tough_to_swallow.php
A push for equality   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1897838.0.A_push_for_equality.php
It's A Problem For Everyone    

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/comment/newspaper-opinion/2007/12/12/it-s-a-problem-for-everyone-86908-20237645/
Prejudice put down to 'ignorance'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7138538.stm
Half of Scots see Muslims as 'cultural threat' in wake of terrorist attacks   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1935952007
Prejudice can be acceptable, say 29% of Scots   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=19235056&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
What Scots Think About Muslims, Immigrants And Gays   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/editors-choice/2007/12/12/what-scots-think-about-muslims-immigrants-and-gays-86908-20237648/
Pride and prejudice   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1907890.0.pride_and_prejudice.php
'Racism' on trial… or a hammer to crack a nut?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1942172007
If someone started talking about Pakis and darkies, what would you do...   

http://news.scotsman.com/opinion/-If-someone-started-talking.3594811.jp
Driver racially abused after car park crash   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1926162007



	Racism
News (continued)
North man expelled by BNP over website   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=19235202&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
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	Other Holyrood
Committee
European and External Relations Committee: evidence from Nicola Sturgeon on the "Scottish Government's National Conversation"

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/europe/or-07/eu07-0902.htm#Col215
News
Holyrood officials taking Christ out of Christmas, claims MSP   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1891990.0.0.php
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	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Jim Cunningham [166960]: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what steps the Government has taken to encourage schools to teach Black history.

Reply from Jim Knight: This Department is committed to supporting equality and diversity through the National Curriculum. The revised secondary curriculum for history, to be taught from September 2008, now includes compulsory study of the "British Empire and its impact on different people in Britain and overseas, pre-colonial civilisations, the nature and effects of the slave trade, and resistance and decolonisation". 
Reply continues on previous page


	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
To mark the bicentenary of the abolition of the Slave Trade a new resource pack for teachers was developed by the Understanding Slavery Initiative as a key element of a national competition for schools, funded by the Government. In addition, the new Citizenship curriculum, aligned with the history curriculum, covers "Living together in Modern Britain", including themes on immigration, the Commonwealth, and links to the study of the British Empire in history. In line with the recommendations of Sir Keith Ajegbo’s review of diversity, the new citizenship curriculum will ensure young people will develop a historical understanding of issues that have shaped contemporary life in the UK and the values we share.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071212/text/71212w0039.htm#07121329000082 
Paul Goodman [174087]: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what work has been undertaken by Projecting British Islam delegations abroad; who the members of each delegation were; what the cost of each delegation was; and how he plans to evaluate their effectiveness.

Reply from Kim Howells: The 'Projecting British Islam' project is a programme of media intensive visits by British Muslim delegations, supported by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), to countries with significant Muslim populations. The aim is to counter misconceptions and misperceptions, which are exploited by extremists, about the treatment of Muslims and Islam in the UK.

In financial years 2005-06 and 2006-07 the delegations cost £350,000, visiting: Bahrain, Qatar, Sudan, Egypt, Nigeria, India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Algeria, Bosnia, Morocco, Tanzania, Kenya, Germany, France, the Netherlands and the USA.

In financial years 2007-08 the FCO has allocated £180,000 to this project, for delegations to a range of countries including Sudan, Indonesia, Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan, Egypt, Bangladesh and Pakistan.

To date more than 60 British Muslims have taken part, reflecting the diversity of British Muslim communities, and with a balance of age and gender. The delegates come from a range of professional backgrounds—doctors, scholars, lawyers, teachers, bankers and community activists.

To evaluate the effectiveness of the project, we monitor media coverage in the countries concerned surrounding the delegation’s visit and receive feedback from the delegates and the opinion-formers they meet. We also encourage follow-up by delegates on their return to the UK, in particular working through the Department for Communities and Local Government’s Preventing Violent Extremism work.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071213/text/71213w0017.htm#0712147000058 



	Other Westminster (continued)
Ministerial Statement
Jack Straw (Secretary of State for Justice and Lord Chancellor): I am today announcing the publication of detailed operating proposals to deliver the commitments made in the Government response to the Home Affairs Select Committee inquiry into young black people and the criminal justice system. Details of these arrangements are contained in an action plan, copies of which have been placed in the Libraries of both Houses, the Vote Office and Printed Paper Office. The details will also be published on the Ministry of Justice website.

The Government responded to the Committee’s report on 18 October 2007 (Cm 7214), and committed to publishing detailed operating proposals for delivery of the commitments made in the main response. This statement summarises the governance structure and reporting arrangements that will drive and support delivery and enable Government to monitor and report progress on reducing the over-representation of young black people in the criminal justice system.

Ministerial Champion
I will act as the ministerial champion for this work.

Ministerial Leadership
The National Criminal Justice Board (NCJB) will provide ministerial stewardship and oversight of delivery of the action plan, reporting to the domestic affairs sub-committee on justice and crime as appropriate. Delivery of the commitments made and the associated work programme will be monitored, driven and reported through the Public Service Agreement (PSA) framework and existing departmental reporting arrangements. There will also be additional annual progress reports.

Official Leadership
The chief executive of the Office for Criminal Justice Reform is nominated the senior responsible owner for this work programme. Oversight at a senior official level will be provided by existing cross-Government groups with a specific focus on race issues.

External Advisory Function
The Equalities and Human Rights Commission will provide independent scrutiny and challenge functions for this work programme. In addition, a series of structured engagement events involving key commentators and community workers will be undertaken on a quarterly basis to draw on the knowledge and expertise of a wider group of individuals and organisations.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071213/wmstext/71213m0004.htm#07121366000032 
Press Releases 
Forced marriages: protecting the vulnerable

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease121207c.htm 

New drive to improve Gypsy and traveller site provision

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/593429 



	Other Westminster (continued)
New Publications
The Road Ahead: Final Report of the Independent Task Group on Site Provision and Enforcement for Gypsies and Travellers
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/roadahead.pdf 
The Way Forward: bicentenary of the abolition of the Slave Trade Act 1807 – 2007
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/603189 
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	New Publications
Failure by Any Other Name? – Educational Policy and the Continuing Struggle for Black Academic Success
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/FailureByAnyOtherNameNov07.pdf 

Religion and Slavery   

http://www.realhistories.org.uk/uploads/File/Religion_slavery.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Scots firms are well placed to carry out Sharia-compliance finance work   

http://premium.thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=1921072007&resource=tssubscrip
Sikhs mourn the 'Queen of Queens' in city   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh/Sikhs-mourn--the-39Queen.3591332.jp
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd.pdf
Public Health Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/03-PublicHealth/b3s3-introd.pdf 

Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf
Equal Opportunities Committee consideration of statement

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/or-07/eo07-0502.htm#Col66
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/2008001.pdf
proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/015/amend/noa0151211.37.html 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/015/amend/pb0151212a.47.html 
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
** Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/2008006.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/amend/su006-iiia.htm 
House of Lords consideration of amendments
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71210-0002.htm#0712104000002 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71210-0013.htm#0712113000001 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71212-0004.htm#07121269000001 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill (21 December 2007)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/GlasgowCommonwealthGamesBill.htm 

** National Galleries of Scotland Race Equality Scheme (no closing date given)

http://www.nationalgalleries.org/aboutus/page/1:4714 
The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill (18 January 2008)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/ThePublicHealthetc.ScotlandBill.htm
Policy proposals for secondary legislation associated with the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (12 February 2008)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201935/0053824.pdf 

Marriage Visas: Pre-Entry English Requirement For Spouses (27 February 2008)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/englishforspouseconsultation.pdf 

** Marriage to Partners from Overseas (27 February 2008)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/forcedmarriageconsultation.pdf 
Paying for water services 2010-14: A consultation on the principles of charging for water services (29 February 2008)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/204476/0054421.pdf
Diversity Delivers: Consultation on the proposed strategy for enhancing equal opportunities in Scotland’s ministerial public appointments process (7 March 2008)

http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/DiversityDeliversConsultationNov2007FINALPDF.pdf
· Annex A: Summary of the Ministerial Public Appointments Process in Scotland
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexA-TheMinisterialPublicAppointmentsProcessinScotland.pdf
· Annex B: Summary of research conducted
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexB-SummaryofResearchConducted.pdf
· Annex C: Stage One Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexC-StageOneResearch.pdf
· Annex D: Stage Two Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexD-StageTwoResearch.pdf



	Consultations (continued)
· Annex E: Summary of Stage Three Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexE-StageThreeResearch.pdf
· Annex F: Summary of Previous Research on Diversity in Public Appointments
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexF-SummaryofPreviousResearchonDiversityinPublicAppointments.pdf
· Annex G: Legal Duties
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexG-LegalDuties.pdf
· Annex H: The Public Appointments Hallmark
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
· Annex I: Rapid Impact Assessment for the Proposed Strategy
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
** Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007 –  Relevant Third Party (14 March 2008)

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/consultation-31-07.pdf 
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	Job Opportunities
Click here to find out about job opportunities advertised  in MEMO+ Recruitment 
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
** this week!
BBC Children in Need
18 December 2007 in  Dumfries & Galloway  (2.00 – 4.00)
This funding surgery, facilitated by BEMIS, will provide an opportunity to meet the Scottish Director of BBC Children in Need, and to discuss projects in advance of submitting funding applications. For information contact Adnan Miyasar adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk / 
0141 548 8047.
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** Diversity & Equality Planning Workshop
22 January 2008 in Glasgow (9.45-1.00)

PAiH workshop to explore the issue of equality and diversity, identify ways in which common prejudices and stereotypes can lead to discrimination and unfair treatment., identify social exclusion, and understand its impact on service delivery, and explain what is meant by the terms ‘equal opportunities’ and ‘diversity’ and the regulatory framework that underpins equality. For information contact Zandra Yeaman 0141 353 2220 / zandra@paih.org 
Understanding Cultural Diversity and Managing Culturally Competent Services
31 January 2008 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)
REACH training on Cultural Diversity and Managing Cultural Competency to share knowledge, experiences, and strategies in management of people from different backgrounds, countries, and religions;  to acknowledge and appreciate the role of cultural diversity and develop skills needed for appropriate community engagement;  and to develop attributes required for cultural competency and understand process involved in achieving cultural competency at workplace. Please note that there are a limited number of places available and will be allocated on first come first serve basis. So please let us know by 23rd of January if you wish to attend. For information contact Dr Monika Fotedar at REACH 0141 585 8105/8022 / monika@reachhealth.org.uk and see  www.reachhealth.org.uk 
** Diversity Delivers (consultation events) 
7 February 2008 in Edinburgh (10.30-3.00)
12 February 2007 in Glasgow (10.30-3.00)

22 February 2007 in Inverness (10.30-3.00)

The Office for the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland consultation on enhancing equal opportunities in Scotland's public appointments process. For information contact Corynne MacLean 0131 718 6309 / info@publicappointments.org 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 



	Useful Links (continued)
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 

ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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