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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Tim Farron (376) Tortured Asylum Seekers That this House expresses concern at the detention of asylum seekers who have been tortured; and calls upon the Home Department to reform the asylum system to allow new arrivals in detention with a history of torture to be quickly identified and released, to reaffirm its commitment to detain asylum seekers who have been tortured only in `exceptional circumstances' to introduce pre-screening medical checks to identify torture survivors before they are detained and to end the present standard practice of detaining unsuccessful asylum applicants together with foreign national prisoners facing deportation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71127e01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL327]: Whether they will ensure that women applying for asylum in their own right have childcare for young dependent children when their principal interview is taking place and that, if necessary, they have female interviewers and interpreters. 

Reply from Lord West of Spithead) A request for a gender specific case owner and interpreter for the asylum interview is accommodated where operationally possible. The Home Office does not provide childcare to those attending substantive asylum or immigration interviews. However, we are currently considering the facilitation of childcare at asylum interviews with a trial in Wales and the south-west that will be evaluated in March 2008.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71126w0001.htm#0711264000004 
Baroness Stern asked Her Majesty's Government [HL277]: What arrangements are in place to ensure that those people found to be in the United Kingdom illegally and who are taken straight to police custody and thence to a port of embarkation in order to be removed from the United Kingdom are enabled to take their personal possessions with them.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: If someone is arrested in their home they are given sufficient time to pack a reasonable amount of luggage (determined by baggage flight allowances). If someone is arrested outside their home it is the responsibility of the local enforcement office to liaise with the departure port regarding arrangements for baggage delivery. Normally a minimum of 72 hours (including at least two working days) must be allowed between notification of removal directions to the person being removed and the removal itself. Immigration officers are instructed that although adequate time should be allowed for a person to obtain his baggage, not to delay removal unduly because of this.

Guidance on the retrieval of personal effects is available in the operational enforcement manual, a copy of which is available in the House Library and on the Border and Immigration Agency website at www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/oemsectiond/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71126w0002.htm#0711264000018 
Lynne Jones [167762]: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what (a) health and (b) financial impact assessments he has made of charging refused asylum seekers or other undocumented migrants for NHS care; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Dawn Primarolo: Charging refused asylum seekers and other undocumented migrants for national health service hospital treatment has been in place for over 18 years. In conjunction with the Home Office, the Department is currently reviewing access by foreign nationals to NHS healthcare. The review is looking at a range of asylum and immigration issues as well as public health and humanitarian concerns.

Charging overseas visitors for hospital treatment is not merely about the protection of scarce NHS resources. Equally important is the protection of the principle that the NHS exists primarily for those people who are living on a legal and settled basis in the United Kingdom, not those who are not.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0035.htm#07112992000051 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nigel Dodds (168519): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people were granted asylum on grounds of religious persecution in each year since 2002, broken down by country of origin.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71126w01.htm 
Press Releases 
Mentoring for new migrants

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news//newsrelease261107a.htm 
Research shows new immigrants often take accommodation rejected by other people
http://www.jrf.org.uk/pressroom/releases/261107.asp 
New publications
Mentoring for new migrants   

http://www.justice.gov.uk/images/mentoring-new-migrants.pdf
The housing pathways of new immigrants

http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2103-housing-immigration-asylum.pdf
News
Just the ticket for city Poles   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1854032007
Funding plea for migrant pupils    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7115469.stm
Asylum family sent home by ‘dirty tricks’   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1864275.0.asylum_family_sent_home_by_dirty_tricks.php
NHS 'must check foreign workers'   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7116831.stm
People who can enrich our country    

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/comment/newspaper-opinion/2007/11/30/people-who-can-enrich-our-country-86908-20183235/


	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Asylum seekers' NHS use reviewed    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7123398.stm
Failed asylum seekers face healthcare ban   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2220565,00.html
Waking up to the reality of migration

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/newscomment.html?in_article_id=496397&in_page_id=1787 

TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Paul Goodman [168398]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government pursuant to the Statement of the Prime Minister of 14 November 2007, Official Report, columns 667-72, on national security, how the £70 million for community projects devoted to countering extremism announced by the Prime Minister will be spent; and how much (a) was spent in 2006-07 and (b) will be spent in (i) 2007-08 and (ii) each of the next three years.

Reply from Parmjit Dhanda: In his statement of 14 November, my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister confirmed that £70 million is being invested in community projects that are dedicated to countering violent extremism over the next three years (financial years 2008-09 to 2010-11).

My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State announced on 31 October that around £25 million of that would be invested in national schemes to directly support communities, including:

Equipping faith leaders with the skills and understanding required to lead communities, building their capacity to engage with young people on the challenges they face, including extremism. For example, ensuring imams can communicate more effectively with young people;

Support communities to broaden the provision of citizenship education in mosque schools, equipping young people themselves with the understanding and arguments to reject extremists’ messages;

Reply continues on following page




	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page

Developing new minimum standards for public institutions (e.g. prisons, universities) engaging imams working with young or vulnerable people;

Supporting the Charity Commission’s work to improve governance standards in faith institutions, including mosques;

Increase the provision of leadership training available to Muslim communities, particularly women and young people.

Further announcements will be made as and when the details of the funding are decided.

My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State also announced £45 million would be available to local authorities and their community partners. This will build on work funded by the Preventing Violent Extremism Pathfinder Fund in 2007-08, guidance on which can be found at www.communities.gov.uk/communities/preventingextremism. Further guidance will be issued is due course.

On 26 November 2007, the Department for Communities and Local Government has allocated a budget of £8.7 million of programme funding for preventing extremism during the financial year 2007-08.

In 2006-07 financial year £1.4 million of programme funding was spent on projects to prevent violent extremism by the Department for Communities and Local Government.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0028.htm#07112987000056
Paul Goodman [168410]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government pursuant to the Statement of the Prime Minister of 14 November 2007, Official Report, columns 667-72, on national security, which Muslim women were consulted on the new advisory group on Muslim women announced by the Prime Minister.

Reply from Parmjit Dhanda: The National Muslim Women’s Advisory Group (NMWAG) is an independent informal group, which will advise Communities and Local Government on issues to empower Muslim women and increase their participation in civic, economic and social life.

NMWAG comprises of a group of women who are in positions of leadership or are working with the communities. They will act as role models and represent the views and concerns of grass roots Muslim women.

The group will formally be launched in January 2008.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0028.htm#07112987000056



	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Paul Goodman [168412]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government pursuant to the Statement of the Prime Minister of 14 November 2007, Official Report, columns 667-72, on national security, what the remit is of the new advisory group in relation to Muslim women announced by the Prime Minister; who she expects its members to be; what she expects its cost to be; and if she will make a statement.
Reply from Parmjit Dhanda: The National Muslim Women’s Advisory Group (NMWAG) is an independent informal group, which will advise Communities and Local Government on issues to empower Muslim women and increase their participation in civic, economic and social life.

NMWAG comprises of a group of women who are in positions of leadership or are working with the communities. They will act as role models and represent the views and concerns of grass roots Muslim women.

Communities and Local Government has an allocation of £70 million over the next three years for preventing extremism. £45 million of this will be given to local authorities for community projects at the local level and £25 million will be used to support a wide range of national initiatives on a range of issues including the Women’s Advisory Group. The exact allocation to this advisory group from this budget has not yet been decided. Actual running costs are expected to be minimal.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0028.htm#07112987000056
John Battle [168126]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what publications her Department and its predecessors have produced relating to faith communities since 1997.

Reply from Parmjit Dhanda: Since 1997, 20 publications have been produced by Communities and Local Government and its main predecessor organisations which relate predominantly to faith communities. The 20 publications focusing entirely on faith issues are:

1. “Guidance on New Measures to Outlaw Discrimination on Grounds of Religion or Belief: (Part 2, Equality Act 2006)” Communities and Local Government, 2007.

2. “2005 citizenship survey: race and faith topic report” Communities and Local Government, 2006.

3. “Review of the Evidence Base on Faith Communities” Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2006.

4. “Incitement to religious hatred” Home Office, 2006.

5. “Working Together: Co-operation between Government and Faith communities—Progress Report” Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005.

6. “Ministers of Religion from abroad: second stage consultation” Home Office, 2005.

7. “Community Cohesion Pathfinder Programme” Faith and Cohesion Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2004.
Reply continues on following page



	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
8. “Working Together: Co-operation between Government and Faith Communities” 03m Faith Communities Unit Home Office, 2004.

9. “Religion in England and Wales: findings from the 2001 Home Office Citizenship Survey” Home Office Research Study 274 Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate, 2004.

10. “Tackling Religious Discrimination: practical implications for policy makers and legislators” Home Office Research Study 221 Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate, 2001.

11. “Religious Discrimination in England and Wales” Home Office Research Study 220 Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate, 2001.

12. “Information about Ministers of Religion” Immigration and Nationality Directorate ISBN 1858935083 Home Office, 2001.

13. “Transport requirements of minority ethnic and faith communities: research findings” Department for Transport, Local Government and the Regions, 2002.

14. “A forum for faith communities and government” Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions, 2001.

15. “Faith, communities and social work: shifting identities and changing realities” Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions, 1999.

16. “The local inter faith guide: faith community co-operation in action” Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions in association with the Inter Faith Network for the UK, 1999.

17. “Faith, communities and social work: shifting identities and changing realities: symposium report” Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions, 1999.

18. “Involving communities in urban and rural regeneration: a guide for practitioners” (includes specific section on faith communities) Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions, 1997.

19. “Challenging religious discrimination: a guide for faith communities and their advisers” Department of Environment, 1997.

20. “Faith interaction: Inner Cities Religious Council newsletter” Department of Environment, 1993-98.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0030.htm#07112987000079 
News
Diverse faiths ‘a source of strength’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1858292.0.0.php
France colourblind to race riots   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1883382007



	Race Relations

News (continued)
School nativity plays under threat    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/12/02/nativity102.xml
Why was I banned from speaking about religion in St Martin's?   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2220424,00.html
There's far more to Islam than a teddy   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2220420,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Debate
Equality and Diversity
Stewart Maxwell (Minister for Communities and Sport): I am pleased to speak to and move the motion during the Parliament's equality and diversity week. I begin by making a clear and unambiguous statement about the Government's position. We are committed to an equal and fair Scotland in which we value the diversity of our people and recognise their different needs and aspirations; foster respect for others and challenge prejudice and discriminatory attitudes; and ensure that people's experiences and life chances are not impeded by unjust discrimination and systemic bias on account of their race, gender, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, belief or age.

We want a Scotland in which every individual has the freedom and opportunity to be all that they can be. Over the years, there has been significant progress to that end in legislation and policy and there have been real shifts in attitudes. For example, men were executed for homosexuality in Britain 200 years ago, and male homosexual relationships were unlawful in Scotland 30 years ago. However, in 2005, civil partnerships were introduced, and I think that we can all agree that that was a serious and welcome step forward.

However, too many people do not yet experience equality or opportunity. One woman in five will experience abuse by a male partner in her lifetime. Women still do not have equal pay with men. People from black and minority ethnic backgrounds are less likely to occupy representative positions or to be visible in the leadership roles of civic society. Bigotry and sectarianism unfortunately still pervade parts of our communities. 
Speech continues on following page




	Race Equality 

Holyrood Debate (continued)
Speech continued from previous page:
Many disabled people have no qualifications and are too often judged by what they cannot do rather than by what they can do. Older people are not always valued for the contribution that they can make. People are bullied and discriminated against because they are gay or lesbian.
Securing a fairer and more equal Scotland sits squarely with our strategic objectives and is reflected in our national outcomes and our budget. We have allocated £61 million in the budget over three years specifically for equality. That represents an £11 million increase over three years from the 2007-08 actual allocation.

To continue reading the debate see:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor1128-02.htm#Col3806
Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Stewart Maxwell (S3M-928): Equality and Diversity—That the Parliament is committed to securing equality of opportunity and a fairer Scotland in which diversity of need is recognised, respect for others is fostered, stereotypes and discriminatory attitudes and behaviours are challenged and people have more control over their lives and welcomes Equality and Diversity Week, the creation of the Equality and Human Rights Commission and the commitment of the Scottish Government to promoting and mainstreaming equality and to working in partnership with public bodies, voluntary sector, business interests and communities to tackle disadvantage and the barriers to equality.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-27f.htm
Hugh O’Donnell (S3M-928.1): Equality and Diversity—As an amendment to motion (S3M-928) in the name of Stewart Maxwell, insert at end "further welcomes the creation of the Scottish Commission for Human Rights with a remit to promote and encourage best practice in human rights including the rights of those groups whose rights are not otherwise sufficiently promoted; regrets the absence of a commitment to the mainstreaming of equality in the Scottish budget document; is concerned at the rolling up into the local government settlement of equalities funding, including the Violence Against Women Fund and the Women’s Aid Fund where they will have to compete with other local government delivery priorities, and therefore believes that the Scottish Government should clarify its commitment to mainstreaming equality and how its identified equalities funding will support that objective."

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-28f.htm 

Johann Lamont (S3M-928.2): Equality and Diversity—As an amendment to motion (S3M-928) in the name of Stewart Maxwell, insert at end "further recognises that equality impact assessment tools should be used in determining and assessing policy priorities and spending allocations, and calls on the Scottish Government to bring forward a statement to the Parliament detailing how the above commitments on equality and diversity will be delivered through the Scottish budget."

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-28f.htm 


	Race Equality (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Nigel Waterson [165822]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what arrangements are in place for periodic review of the work of the Equality and Human Rights Commission; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Barbara Follett: Although the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) is an independent body, it is required like all non departmental public bodies to operate under the terms of a Management Statement and Financial Framework document, in this case agreed with the Lord Privy Seal. In addition, the EHRC is required by statute to:

prepare a statement of accounts in respect of each financial year in such form as the Lord Privy Seal may direct;

for each financial year prepare a report on the performance of its functions in that year; and

prepare and regularly review its strategic plan, and send the plan and each revision to the Lord Privy Seal who must lay a copy before Parliament.

The Commission will be held to account annually to Parliament on the use of public funds.

There is close liaison between the Government Equalities Office and the EHRC which enables Government to monitor, inform and review the EHRCs progress against the responsibilities set out in the Equality Act 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071127/text/71127w0027.htm#07112767000020
European Parliament Resolution
Combating racism and xenophobia
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0552&language=EN 
Press Release 
Attainment gap for black pupils is closing

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2007_0223 
New publication
Department for Work and Pensions Disability, Gender and Race Equality Schemes Annual Progress Report 2007
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/aboutus/equalityschemes/progress/pdfs/espr-2007-full.pdf 




	Race Equality (continued)
News
More black teachers will end underachievement, says MP   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2220434,00.html
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Jeremy Browne [168643]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many incidents of religious hate crime were recorded in each police force area in each of the last five years. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: The available information relates to racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded by the police and is given in the table. It is not possible to identify separately those offences of a religious nature from those of a racial nature.

Racially or religiously aggravated offences
Number of offences
Police force area
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
Avon and Somerset

900

1,256

1,431

1,326

1,337

Bedfordshire

169

207

266

339

308

British Transport Police

402

652

946

1088

1188

Cambridgeshire

410

384

398

322

351

Cheshire

376

400

438

569

557

Cleveland

145

251

288

528

464

Cumbria

69

116

186

232

219

Derbyshire

560

600

474

494

492

Devon and Cornwall

496

588

694

818

801

Dorset

177

166

254

214

291

Durham

371

138

154

258

304

Dyfed-Powys

96

126

154

118

167

Essex

558

760

807

796

922

Gloucestershire

210

167

215

283

326

Greater Manchester

2,353

2,864

3,203

3,398

3,677

Table continued on following page


	Racism

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Table continued from previous page:
Gwent

193

240

233

289

269

Hampshire

317

415

570

1,120

1,326

Hertfordshire

343

730

859

985

954

Humberside

302

438

488

417

655

Kent

547

480

609

798

935

Lancashire

860

1,085

1,183

1,363

1,238

Leicestershire

809

809

980

1,007

1,055

Lincolnshire

136

179

169

200

143

London, City of

71

60

48

75

83

Merseyside

734

943

1,061

1,420

1,423

Metropolitan Police

9,853

9,468

9,444

8,769

8,226

Norfolk

203

268

333

343

340

Northamptonshire

303

413

389

455

422

Northumbria

934

974

886

834

924

North Wales

288

278

331

396

356

North Yorkshire

80

54

133

205

234

Nottinghamshire

635

619

551

566

715

South Wales

737

794

735

713

555

South Yorkshire

242

259

471

1,032

1,037

Staffordshire

466

600

646

805

889

Suffolk

246

297

244

240

329

Surrey

407

482

510

845

588

Sussex

443

552

575

710

991

Thames valley

948

1,104

1,154

1,128

1,483

Warwickshire

159

187

222

293

375

West Mercia

527

674

609

527

499

West Midlands

2,422

2,479

2,413

3,071

3,338

West Yorkshire

707

1,874

2,140

2,898

2,91

Wiltshire

232

244

220

260

253

England and Wales

31,436

35,674

38,114

42,547

43,730

(1) Racially or religiously aggravated less serious wounding, harassment, assault without injury and criminal damage.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071129/text/71129w0024.htm#07112987000038 


	Racism

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
David Amess [167394]: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills how many officials from his Department, broken down by grade, attended the cross-government working group on anti-Semitism on 15 November; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Bill Rammell: I understand that you have already received a reply from the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Communities and Local Government on this question as the lead on cohesion matters. That reply sets out that the cross-government working group did not meet on the 15, but the meeting that took place was between the Parliamentary Under Secretary, his officials and representatives from key Jewish organizations. My officials did not participate in that meeting.

I can assure you that my Department deplores any acts of racial or religious intolerance in higher education. We are committed to tackling any form of anti-Semitism and racial intolerance in general. Although higher education institutions have primary responsibility for ensuring equal opportunities and for abiding by legislation in this area, the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills is committed to encouraging the higher education sector to ensure that discrimination has no place in any of its policies or practices

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071126/text/71126w0038.htm#07112726000017 

Press Release 
"There is nothing Christian about sectarianism"

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news/nr1211107.htm 
News
Bigots scrawl sick slogan on church door during Mass   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1858925.0.bigots_scrawl_sick_slogan_on_church_door_during_mass.php
Oxford debate delayed by protest    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/oxfordshire/7113984.stm
Oxford divides 'free speech' debate after protesters break in   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1858232007
Students Storm BNP Uni Debate   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2007/11/27/students-storm-bnp-uni-debate-86908-20166515/



	Racism

News (continued)
A freedom to shout about   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1884092007
A question of freedoms in a straitened society   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/featuresopinon/display.var.1863960.0.0.php
Why sectarianism is a fit subject for the Scottish classroom   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1861209.0.0.php
Police blast race attack on girl   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1866752007
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Committee
Local Government and Communities Committee consideration of the independent review of the Scottish Parliamentary and local government elections 3 May 2007

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/or-07/lg07-1002.htm#Col264 
Press Releases 
Public Attitudes to Government   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/26110646
Voluntary organisations

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/30093630 

St Andrew's Day   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/29135516



	Other Holyrood (continued)
New publications
Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2006 

· Core Module: Report 1 - Attitudes Towards Public Services in Scotland   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/204360/0054379.pdf
· Core Module: Report 2 - Perceptions of Government in Scotland   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/203712/0054306.pdf
· Core Module: Technical Report

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/203683/0054303.pdf
Volunteering in the youth work sector: an action plan   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/204814/0054498.pdf
TOP



	Other Westminster
Press Release 
Autumn date for forced marriages law
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease281107a.htm 
TOP



	Other News
Mosques body to target extremism    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7117630.stm
Demand from charities for cut in red tape   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1871662007
Aberdeen councillors widen the search for Travellers’ halting places

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=19118144&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149211 

Buddha, we won't spare the time...   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1884312007
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
* Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd.pdf
Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Government, Glasgow 2014, and London 2012
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/or-07/lg07-1002.htm#Col236 
Public Health Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/03-PublicHealth/b3s3-introd.pdf 

Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf
Equal Opportunities Committee consideration of statement

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/or-07/eo07-0502.htm#Col66 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/2008001.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/amend/pb0012711m.543-549.html 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/amend/pb0012911m.657-663.html 

committee consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmpublic/criminal/071127/am/71127s01.htm
and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmpublic/criminal/071127/pm/71127s01.htm
and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmpublic/criminal/071129/am/71129s01.htm
and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmpublic/criminal/071129/pm/71129s01.htm 
decisions on amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/pro0012711.53-59.html 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/pbc0011129.67-73.html 


	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
** Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/2008006.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/amend/ml006-i.htm 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
The Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Procedure) Amendment Rules 2008 and the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Fast Track Procedure) (Amendment) Rules 2008
(16 December 2007)

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/ait_consultation_051107.pdf 

Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill (21 December 2007)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/GlasgowCommonwealthGamesBill.htm 
The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill (18 January 2008)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/ThePublicHealthetc.ScotlandBill.htm
Policy proposals for secondary legislation associated with the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (12 February 2008)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201935/0053824.pdf 

Paying for water services 2010-14: A consultation on the principles of charging for water services (29 February 2008)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/204476/0054421.pdf



	Consultations (continued)
Diversity Delivers: Consultation on the proposed strategy for enhancing equal opportunities in Scotland’s ministerial public appointments process (7 March 2008)

http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/DiversityDeliversConsultationNov2007FINALPDF.pdf
· Annex A: Summary of the Ministerial Public Appointments Process in Scotland
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexA-TheMinisterialPublicAppointmentsProcessinScotland.pdf
· Annex B: Summary of research conducted
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexB-SummaryofResearchConducted.pdf
· Annex C: Stage One Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexC-StageOneResearch.pdf
· Annex D: Stage Two Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexD-StageTwoResearch.pdf
· Annex E: Summary of Stage Three Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexE-StageThreeResearch.pdf
· Annex F: Summary of Previous Research on Diversity in Public Appointments
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexF-SummaryofPreviousResearchonDiversityinPublicAppointments.pdf
· Annex G: Legal Duties
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexG-LegalDuties.pdf
· Annex H: The Public Appointments Hallmark
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
· Annex I: Rapid Impact Assessment for the Proposed Strategy
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
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	Funding Opportunities
BBC Children in Need
18 December 2007 in  Dumfries & Galloway  (2.00 – 4.00)
This funding surgery, facilitated by BEMIS, will provide an opportunity to meet the Scottish Director of BBC Children in Need, and to discuss projects in advance of submitting funding applications. For information contact Adnan Miyasar adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk / 0141 548 8047.
TOP


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
This week!
Looking at non-asylum immigration

3 December 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Service Agency Seminar to discuss changes to the administrative structure of immigration control in the UK, European Law dimensions to the new framework, and specifically Scottish concerns that arise from our particular demographic and economic needs. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinimmigrationlaw.aspx
Empowering Communities Focus Groups

12 December 2007 in Dumfries (12.30 – 3.30)

'Empowering Communities' is a Scottish Government policy to empower individuals and communities to have more control over their own lives and more choice in how their needs are met. It is important for communities to have their say to contribute to effective service delivery, reducing barriers, and removing inequality.  To take part in a BEMIS focus group contact Adnan Miyasar 0141 548 8047 / adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk.

Mainstreaming Approaches to Equality

14 December in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO event to provide an opportunity to network and debate current and emerging equalities practices, and learn about techniques to aid in the development and implementation of practical approaches to mainstreaming equalities within your organisation. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)
One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 

ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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