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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
John Wilson (S3M-856): Return of Darfuri Asylem Seekers to Sudan—That the Parliament expresses its disapproval of the recent decision by the House of Lords and its ruling to return Darfuri asylum seekers to Sudan, citing the research of Dr James Smith, Executive Director of the Aegis Trust, who confirmed that there are documented cases of torture, unlawful imprisonment and disappearances of those who are forcibly returned to Sudan and notes the hypocritical decision of the UK Government to condemn publicly the human rights abuses in Darfur by the Sudanese authorities and the Janjaweed militia, while forcing refugees, seeking the help of a supposedly supportive nation, to return to such a dangerous and volatile country.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-16f.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Debate
Immigration

Liam Byrne (Minister for Borders and Immigration): I beg to move, That this House has considered the matter of immigration.

Mr. Speaker, I am very grateful for the opportunity to open this debate and to break some new ground in the modernisation of this place. As the House will imagine, I was delighted to be informed by my right hon. Friend the Leader of the House earlier this week that I would have the honour of opening this debate. I think that we can say with a rare degree of confidence that this afternoon’s debate is certainly a question and is certainly topical.

I am delighted that the hon. Member for Ashford (Damian Green) is to answer for the Opposition. We are fast becoming pioneers of constitutional innovation; I reject the label “guinea pig.” Both of us saw the UK Borders Act 2007 through one of the first public evidence sessions at Committee stage. I can assure the House that although a Conservative, the hon. Member for Ashford gives an excellent impression of being someone comfortable with the modern world. Indeed, that is one of the reasons why he is such a successful deputy to the right hon. Member for Haltemprice and Howden (David Davis).

I do not plan to detain the House for long, as today is an opportunity for us to hear from right hon. and hon. Members about one of the most important questions in public life today. I will confine my remarks to a few points. Eighteen months ago my right hon. Friend the Member for Airdrie and Shotts (John Reid) provided the House with one of the more memorable analyses of what he felt he found in a Government Department. He later asked me to lead a programme of reform, which is now beginning to deliver results. My right hon. Friend said at the time that change would not be instant, but nevertheless reform of migration control was essential and achievable. He said at the time that

“there are problems that can be resolved but I do not pretend to you that they are going to be resolved quickly.”

A year and a bit on, I believe that we are beginning to see some of these reforms bear fruit. We are around 100 days away from the introduction of a points system for migration control, which means that only those whom this country needs will be able to come and work and study.

Frank Field: My hon. Friend says that the points system will control the numbers of people coming into this country. I should have thought that there was huge support among voters for that strategy. However, it will do nothing about the numbers coming from the new accession countries. What plans do the Government and our colleagues in Europe have to try to control the mass movement of people here from those countries? How many people does he estimate will come from the accession countries over the next few years?

Liam Byrne: I have learned not to make projections about future numbers but my right hon. Friend will know that where it is possible for us to impose restrictions on new accession countries, we plan to use the powers that we have under the different EU treaties. That is the decision we took when we renewed our policy towards Bulgaria and Romania.

When we set the points score for migrants, we will listen to independent advice on where in the economy we need migration and where we do not, and on the wider impact of migration. Both the independent committees are now fully up and running. To continue reading the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071115/debtext/71115-0006.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Greaves asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1]: What are the recommended fees for (a) attendance at courses for qualifications in English for Speakers of Other Languages, and (b) the requirements for citizenship and indefinite leave to remain; and how they are calculated.

Reply from Lord Triesman: The cost of a Skills for Life ESOL qualification varies depending on the number of hours it takes a provider to deliver that qualification to a learner. The exact amount a learner will therefore pay will vary depending on the length of the qualification. For 2007-08 the fee element is 37.5 per cent of the basic cost of the qualification. In the LSC's Funding Guidance for Further Education 2007-08, Annex A, Table A2 sets out the fee element against the number of guided learning hours (GLH). For example, a Skills for Life ESOL qualification that takes 150GLH would have an assumed fee of £330. While 37.5 per cent is the assumed fee element by the LSC, individual providers can choose to set their fees at a level the market supports.

The requirements for citizenship or indefinite leave to remain (ILR) are identical. The two methods by which applicants can demonstrate their knowledge of language and of life in the UK are:

for those already at or above English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Entry 3 level of English, by taking a specially developed short test based on the handbook Life in the United Kingdom: A Journey to Citizenship; and for those below ESOL Entry 3 level, by successfully completing a language course with learning materials incorporating information about life in the UK. Courses are pitched at a level appropriate to the learners' needs and success is measured by acquiring an ESOL—Skills for Life qualification from one of the recognised UK awarding bodies. 

When foreign nationals apply for ILR, they are assessed against the published criteria for their category, as stated in the Immigration Rules. More information on the various categories under which people can apply for ILR can be found on the Border and Immigration Agency website at www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71113w0002.htm#07111327000009 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL140]: Under what circumstances, notwithstanding the submission of medical evidence substantiating a detained asylum seeker's claim to have been tortured, the case owner would allow the detention to be continued; and in any such circumstances, whether they will issue instructions that a document recording the reasons for the continued detention is placed in the Rule 35 log.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: Detention in such circumstances may be appropriate for the following reasons: public protection in the case of convicted criminals; where the person concerned might be a persistent absconder; where the person is to be returned to a third country for consideration of their asylum claim; or, most commonly, where the person has no lawful basis of stay in the UK and whose removal it is necessary to enforce.

Existing guidance to the Border and Immigration Agency staff requires them to acknowledge receipt of an allegation of torture report from a removal centre doctor. During the passage of the UK Borders Bill we acknowledged that the response might go beyond a simple acknowledgement and undertook to look at the arrangements that exist. This process is still taking place.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71114w0002.htm#07111439000006


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL39]: How many foreign children under the age of 18 the Border and Immigration Agency, or its predecessor, sought to deport in each of the current and previous two years; and in how many cases this happened, either voluntarily or by enforcement.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: Four thousand eight hundred and seventy children under the age of 18 were removed from the UK in 2005 and 5,795 in 2006. These figures include enforced removals, persons refused entry at port and subsequently removed, persons departing voluntarily after enforcement action had been initiated against them, persons leaving under assisted voluntary return programmes run by the International Organization for Migration and those whom it is established have left the UK without informing the immigration authorities. They include both asylum and non-asylum cases. These figures are rounded to the nearest five; the figure for 2006 is provisional.

An unaccompanied child under the age of 18 would not be considered for removal from the UK unless it has been established with the country to which the child is to be removed that adequate reception arrangements are in place. Officers must liaise with social services and/or the nominated guardian with responsibility for the care of the child in the UK to ensure the removal is affected in the most sensitive manner possible.

National statistics on the number of persons against whom removal action was initiated in 2005 and 2006 are not available due to data quality issues. Therefore it is not possible to say how many persons the Border and Immigration Agency sought to remove. In addition, those departing voluntarily can leave the UK at any time.

Information on the number of asylum applicants removed from the UK between January and September 2007 will be published in the Asylum Statistics: 3rd Quarter 2007 bulletin, scheduled for 20 November. Copies of this publication will be available from the Library of the House and on the Home Office's research, development and statistics website at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71114w0003.htm#07111439000008 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL182]: What complaints they have received about the treatment of women in Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre; and whether they will make available interpretation facilities for those who wish to make complaints but whose command of English is insufficient for the purpose.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: In the past six months 57 complaints have been made by detainees regarding their treatment at Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre. The Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) has received three and Serco, the operating contractor, has received 54. The complaints for Serco were regarding healthcare (18), catering (14) and staff conduct (22). The three received by BIA were confidential complaints which were sent directly to BIA as per the confidential complaint procedures.

If a detainee has difficulty in making a complaint, the contractor will use the Language Line telephone translation service to assist the individual and BIA uses interpreters to assist with interviewing detainees as part of the investigation into the complaint.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71114w0003.htm#07111439000017


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL40]: What consideration they are giving to the appointment of legal guardians for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children and for children identified as having been trafficked, given the effectiveness of similar schemes in other European Union countries.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: We are not considering creating a system of legal guardians for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children. The role of such a person is unclear and we consider that the children already receive sufficient assistance from the local authority social worker assigned to their care. The children are also referred to the Refugee Council Children's Panel, which provides additional advice and signposts the individuals to appropriate services. Legal assistance is of course available to assist with the asylum application.

The Government are also committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of all trafficked children discovered in the UK. The protection of any child or young person in the UK should be given the highest and most immediate priority.

As we develop implementation options to comply with the Council of Europe Convention against Trafficking in Human Beings we will consult with a range of stakeholders, including via our established non-governmental organisation (NGO) stakeholder group. This will include an assessment of all the options for improvement to the arrangements for children.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71114w0003.htm#07111439000010 

Lyn Brown [162170]: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) what responsibilities his Department has in relation to children seeking asylum;

(2) [162168] what responsibilities the Under-Secretary of State for Children, Young People and Families holds in relation to asylum-seeking children.

Reply from Beverley Hughes: The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families' Department holds the same responsibility to children seeking asylum in this country as they hold to UK citizen children. The Government are committed to enabling all children including those seeking asylum to reach their full potential. This includes the Under-Secretary of State maintaining a strong lead in securing integrated children's services and educational excellence for all.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/text/71113w0017.htm#07111352000011 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Frank Field [162775]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate she has made of the number of asylum seekers living on the streets; and if she will restore the provision of section 95 support to refused asylum seekers.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Government do not keep figures of the number of asylum seekers living on the streets in the UK. However, destitute asylum seekers may apply to the Border and Immigration Agency for support under section 95 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. Where support is provided under section 95 it continues throughout the duration of an asylum claim provided the person remains eligible.

Where an asylum claim is unsuccessful, section 95 support is discontinued for single people and childless couples. However, it continues for those unsuccessful asylum seeking families with a child, until the child reaches the age of 18 (provided the youngest child was under 18 at the time of final determination of the asylum claim).

There is no reason why any asylum seeker should be living on the streets, as they may apply for support if they are destitute. Those whose application has failed who are temporarily unable to leave the UK may be eligible for support under section 4 of the 1999 Act. Otherwise they are expected to return home.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0014.htm#07111453000003 

James Clappison [162682]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the pass rate in the English language tests for those seeking UK citizenship has been in each year since the inception of the tests.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The knowledge of life (KOL) test was introduced in November 2005 for citizenship applicants. The pass rates for the tests are as follows:

The pass rate for 2005 (October to December) was 71 per cent.

The pass rate for 2006 was 67.6 per cent.

The pass rate for 2007 (January to October) was 67.4 per cent.

The information is based on the information provided by applicants when taking their test. In April 2007 the Home Office extended the knowledge of life test to those applying for settlement in the UK.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0014.htm#07111453000005 

Keith Vaz [163168]: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer how many skilled public sector jobs have been filled by Romanian and Bulgarian migrant workers since the accession of their countries to the EU.

Reply from Angela Eagle: The Labour Force Survey (LFS) and Annual Population Survey (APS) provide estimates of the number of public sector employees by occupation, country of birth and nationality, at a given time. However, the LFS and APS samples are too small to provide the information requested.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071115/text/71115w0015.htm#07111556000017 



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Keith Vaz [163167]: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer how many self-employed Romanian and Bulgarian migrant workers there are in the UK.

Reply from Angela Eagle: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the National Statistician, who has been asked to reply.

Letter from Karen Dunnell, dated 15 November 2007:
As National Statistician, I have been asked to reply to your Parliamentary Question about the number of self-employed Romanian and Bulgarian migrant workers who are currently employed in the United Kingdom. (163167)

The attached table gives the estimated number of self-employed Romanian and Bulgarian people of working age for April to June 2007.

The data for analysing migrant workers comes from the Labour Force Survey. The National Statistics preferred method for estimating the number of migrant workers employed in the UK is based on the number of people at a given time who were born abroad, are of working age (16-64 for men, 16-59 for women), and in employment. This is the basis on which this PQ has been answered.

When interpreting the figures in the table, it is important to bear in mind that the Labour Force Survey (LFS) is not designed to cover everyone who is present in the UK. The survey may undercount the numbers of people who were born overseas, a detailed breakdown of the reasons are set out in the table footnote.

As with any sample survey, estimates from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) are subject to a margin of uncertainty.


Number of working age( 1) Romanian and Bulgarian self-employed workers, April to June 2007, United Kingdom, not seasonally adjusted
Thousand
Country of birth
Self-employed
Total in employment
Bulgaria

7

13

Romania

7

18

(1) Men aged 16 to 64 and women aged 16 to 59.
Note:
It should be noted that the above estimates:
exclude those who have been resident in the UK for less than 6 months
exclude students in halls of residence who do not have a UK resident parent
exclude people in most types of communal establishment
(eg hotels, boarding houses, hostels, mobile home sites etc)
are grossed to population estimates that only include migrants staying 12 months or more
are grossed to population estimates consistent with those published in spring 2003 which are significantly lower than the latest population estimates as used in the Labour Market Statistics monthly First Release.
Source: Labour Force Survey

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071115/text/71115w0015.htm#07111556000017


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Frank Field (162773) : To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate she has made of the number of asylum seekers living on the streets; and if she will restore the provision of section 95 support to refused asylum seekers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71112w01.htm 

Damian Green (163148): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, to which local authorities asylum seekers were dispersed to in 2006 under the asylum seekers dispersal programme; and how many asylum seekers were dispersed to each local authority in the programme.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71112w01.htm
Damian Green (163149): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what percentage of those asylum seekers required to report to an immigration detention centre while their applications were being processed missed at least one appointment in (a) June and (b) September 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71112w01.htm
Damian Green (163150): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum seekers were under an obligation to report to a reporting centre as at (a) 30th June and (b) 30th September 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71112w01.htm
Diane Abbott (164413): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate she has made of the number of destitute asylum seekers; for what period those asylum seekers have been destitute; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71114w01.htm 

Diane Abbott (164414): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what support her Department gives to voluntary organisations who provide refused asylum-seekers with emergency legal advice and other services; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmordbk1/71114w01.htm 
Press Releases 
Illegal immigrants working as security guards
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/sia-statement 

Border controls boosted by new technology and unified structure

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/bordercontrolsboosted 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Foreign students’ visa deal expanded   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1824666.0.0.php
Security clearance for 5000 illegal migrants   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1825203.0.security_clearance_for_5000_illegal_migrants.php
Airport snares two illegal immigrants a week   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1796602007
Smith accused of ‘blunder, panic and cover-up’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1830976.0.0.php
Illegal Immigrant Cover-up Is Denied    

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2007/11/14/illegal-immigrant-cover-up-is-denied-86908-20104234/
Minister hit by fresh scandal on immigrants   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1800552007
Migrant complaint policy shake-up    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7093726.stm
Migrants send home 26bn   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1801082007
Angry scenes as immigration figures don’t add up... again   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1837617.0.0.php
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL93]: What is their assessment of the contribution that councils can make towards programmes to promote community cohesion.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The Local Government White Paper, Strong and Prosperous Communities, published in October 2006, recognised that local authorities and their partners are at the heart of building cohesion. In its recent report, Our shared Future, the Commission on Integration and Cohesion said that improving cohesion is about local action: local areas have the necessary knowledge about local circumstances. Inclusion of cohesion as a priority outcome in the arrangements for local area agreements reflects the importance of local activity. In her response to the commission, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has announced that the Government will invest £50 million over the next three years to support local authorities in promoting community cohesion and in preventing and managing community tensions.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71113w0001.htm#07111327000004
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL107]: What action they are taking to promote good relations and community cohesion to counter the effects of public opinion on immigration and migration.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: In her recent response to the Commission on Integration and Cohesion, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government announced that the Government will be investing £50 million over the next three years to support local authorities in promoting community cohesion and in preventing and managing community tensions.

Her Majesty's Government continue to support local areas facing specific cohesion issues around new migrants by identifying and disseminating good practice, and formal peer mentoring support. In addition, Her Majesty's Government have committed to producing a consistent template for a local area information pack for new migrants, new teams to support local areas experiencing particularly rapid change and guidance on translation for local authorities.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71113w0001.htm#07111327000004



	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Baker of Dorking asked Her Majesty's Government [HL82]: When Ofsted will be prepared to examine whether applications for new exclusive faith schools add to community cohesion.

Reply from Lord Adonis: The Education and Inspections Act 2006 placed a new duty on the governing bodies of maintained schools—including, but not limited to, maintained faith schools—to promote community cohesion. It is planned that Ofsted will inspect all maintained schools for their contribution to community cohesion from September 2008 onwards as part of its normal school inspection cycle.

Also, since May 2003 all proposals for new maintained schools—again including, but not limited to, maintained faith schools—have had to include information on how the proposed school will contribute to community cohesion. Under current decision-making arrangements, the local authority or schools adjudicator must be satisfied that the proposals for new schools will meet the duty to promote community cohesion.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71113w0001.htm#07111327000005 

Lord Baker of Dorking asked Her Majesty's Government [HL83]: Whether the teachings and doctrines of Tablighi Jamaat contribute to educational community cohesion.

Reply from Lord Adonis: The Government do not comment on the individual teachings of specific faiths.

The Government are committed to promoting tolerant and cohesive communities and recognise the important role education can play. The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a statutory duty on schools to promote community cohesion and Ofsted is planning to inspect schools against this duty from September 2008.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/71113w0001.htm#07111327000005 
News
Terrorism? you won't find it here   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/features.cfm?id=1791672007
Am I the demoniser… or is it Ken's 'experts'?   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/11/18/do1807.xml
The abuse of Muslim women shames us all   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2212768,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Hugh O’Donnell (S3W-6289): To ask the Scottish Executive how equal opportunities agendas will be addressed by its budget and what policies and resources it will commit to this area.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-14e.htm
Hugh O’Donnell (S3W-6290): To ask the Scottish Executive how its budget will support the mainstreaming of equal opportunities issues across public services.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-14e.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Julie Morgan (282) Single Equality Act B - That this House welcomes the Government's intention to modernise and simplify the legal framework for equality in a new Single Equality Act, which aims to produce better outcomes for those who currently experience disadvantage; and urges the Government to build on the achievements that have already been made in anti-discrimination law.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71115e01.htm 
Westminster Statement
Harriet Harman (Minister for Women and Equality I am pleased to announce that the Government are publishing today, and making copies available in both Houses, their response to the report on equality of the House of Commons Communities and Local Government Committee, published on 2 August 2007.

I am determined to carry forward, with my colleagues in Government, an equality strategy that builds on the substantial advances we have already achieved: for example, closing the gender pay gap from 17.4 per cent. in 1997 to 12.6 per cent. in 2007; enabling 18,000 civil partnerships to be formed in the first year following legislation; banning discrimination against people of any sexual orientation and people of different religions or who do not have a religion, when they want to buy or access goods or services and when they are at work; banning age discrimination in the workplace; establishing the Equality and Human Rights Commission.

Yet persistent inequalities remain. In responding to the Committee's report and specific recommendations, the Government also set out their direction of travel on equality, including progress on the Equalities Public Service Agreement, the Equality Bill, women's priorities and their intention to develop an equality strategy that builds on the findings of the Equalities Review.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/wmstext/71113m0002.htm#07111332000015 




	Race Equality (continued)
New publication
Equality: The Government’s response to the Report of the Communities and Local Government Committee

http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/publications/local_government_committee.pdf 

TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Bill Butler (S3M-824): Sectarian Stories—That the Parliament welcomes the launch of Sectarian Stories, an educational documentary produced by Nil by Mouth in conjunction with the Gallery of Modern Art’s Blind Faith programme, which will be premiered at the Parliament on 14 November 2007; notes that the documentary features 12 people from across Scotland sharing their personal experiences of sectarianism which reflect the impact that sectarian attitudes, language and behaviour have on individuals and their communities; applauds the courage of the participants for speaking out on the issue; views such first hand experiences as a valuable resource that will support work to challenge sectarianism across primary, secondary and community education programmes, and, while acknowledging the significant strides taken in recent years to challenge and legislate against sectarianism, realises that it still presents Scotland with a series of deep-seated, emotive and complex challenges that are best met by strong and visible leadership from the Scottish Government.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-13f.htm
News
MSP plea as bigotry film is unveiled   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1834594.0.msp_plea_as_bigotry_film_is_unveiled.php
Race-hate crime figures jump to four a day in Lothian   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1807562007
Judge dropped after sheikh quips    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7097318.stm
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Strategic Spending Review
Statement by John Swinney (Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor1114-02.htm#Col3324
Debate   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor1114-02.htm#Col3351
Press Releases 
Scotland's budget and spending review   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/14081839
Budget - what it means for communities   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/14145745
Budget - what it means for education   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/14142245
Budget - what it means for health   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/14144315
Budget - what it means for a greener Scotland   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/14144249
New publication
Scottish Budget Spending Review 2007   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/203078/0054106.pdf
News
SNP’s Budget balancing act   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1833171.0.0.php
The first SNP budget   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1834299.0.0.php



	Other Holyrood

News (continued)
Tax cuts - but anger over broken pledges   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1805182007
Key policy plans laid out, but will MSPs back them?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1804812007
First Minister is the Scottish Politician of the Year   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1837649.0.0.php
Top award caps historic year for SNP   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1837590.0.0.php
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Sir Nicholas Winterton [162414]: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families if he will make a statement on the future provision of voluntary aided faith primary schools.

Reply from Jim Knight: The Government are committed to a diverse system of schools driven by, and responsive to, parental needs and aspirations. We do not have targets for numbers of new faith schools, but we remain committed to supporting the establishment of new schools by a range of providers, including faith organisations, where local consultation has shown that this is what parents and the community want, and where this greater diversity will help to raise standards.

School place planning is the statutory responsibility of each local authority. The Secretary of State plays no part in this process.

If an authority wishes to make any changes to voluntary school provision they must work with the local diocese, and any other relevant school providers in the area, and publish statutory proposals.

Where the need for a new school has been identified, faith providers may enter their own proposals for a new voluntary aided school in response to a competition held by the local authority. Providers may also publish their own proposals to establish a new voluntary aided school, with the Secretary of State's consent, outside of a competition.
Reply continues on following page




	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Reply continue from previous page:
Decisions on statutory proposals are normally made by local authorities, except for proposals for a new school where the local authority is the proposer or has a role in the trust of a proposed trust school. Other proposals may be decided by the schools adjudicator if the local authority fails to decide proposals within two months or following an appeal by the bodies for which there is explicit provision in the relevant legislation.

When taking decisions on statutory proposals the local authority and schools adjudicator must have regard to guidance issued by the Secretary of State. This guidance sets out a range of factors that must be considered including a requirement to consider the impact on the balance of denominational provision when deciding proposals to close a school with a religious character.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/text/71113w0022.htm#07111352000031 
Anne McIntosh [162024]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what assessment she has made of the impact of itinerant Traveller settlements on local communities; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Iain Wright: The Government recognise the problems that unauthorised encampments (where Gypsies and Travellers camp on land they do not own) can cause for both the settled community and Gypsies and Travellers themselves. Increased authorised site provision, coupled with effective use of enforcement powers is vital to addressing these problems. The Government have established a new framework to increase authorised site provision, and provided additional resources to support the framework and is working with the Local Government Association and Improvement and Development Agency to assist local authorities and others to use enforcement powers more effectively.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/text/71113w0009.htm#07111345000017 

Anne McIntosh [162027]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government how many itinerant Travellers there were in England in each of the last five years.

Reply from Iain Wright: The Department for Communities and Local Government publishes data on the number of Gypsy and Traveller caravans on authorised public and private sites, and unauthorised encampments and developments twice yearly. Copies of the latest publication ‘Count of Gypsy Caravans on 18 January 2007: Last Five Counts’ is available on the Department's website at:

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1153575.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/text/71113w0009.htm#07111345000017 




	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Anne McIntosh [162026]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what plans she has to review legislation on itinerant travellers.

Reply from Iain Wright: The Government’s Task Group on Site Provision and Enforcement has reviewed the operation of powers for dealing with unauthorised encampments (where Gypsies and Travellers camp on land they do not own) and taken evidence from local authorities and others. The group concluded in its interim report that, rather than making changes to these powers, help should be provided to ensure they are used more effectively. We will be working with the Local Government Association and Improvement and Development Association to achieve this.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0020.htm#07111456000011 

Anne McIntosh [162909]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what legislation is in place to protect owners of land against illegal encampment by itinerant travellers; what recent assessment she has made of the adequacy of that legislation; and whether she has had recent discussions with her counterpart in the Northern Ireland Assembly on this matter.

Reply from Iain Wright: There are a range of powers available to landowners, local authorities and the police to deal with unauthorised encampments, including common law powers, Part 55 Civil Procedures Rules, and sections 61-62, 62A-E and 77-78 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994.

Our Task Group on Site Provision and Enforcement has reviewed the operation of enforcement powers and taken evidence from local authorities and others. The Group concluded in its interim report that, rather than making changes to these powers, help should be provided to ensure they are used more effectively. We will be working with the Local Government Association and Improvement and Development Association to achieve this.

No recent discussions have taken place with Ministers in the Northern Ireland Assembly on this issue.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0020.htm#07111456000011 

Anne Milton [163888]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what criteria her Department uses to assess whether a local authority is required to plan to establish more authorised traveller sites.

Reply from Iain Wright: The Housing Act 2004 requires all local housing authorities to carry out an assessment of the accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers residing in or resorting to their district as they are required to assess the accommodation needs of all citizens in its area. Regional Assemblies will consider the results of these assessments in setting out in Regional Spatial Strategies the number of pitches that must be provided in each local planning authority area. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0020.htm#07111456000012 


	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Hugo Swire [162330]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what assessment she has made of the accommodation needs for Gypsies and Travellers in (a) England and (b) Devon.

Reply from  Iain Wright: Local authorities are required to assess the accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers in their areas in the same way as they are required to assess the accommodation needs of all of the communities in their area.. Regional Assemblies are using these assessments to determine in regional spatial strategies how many pitches should be provided across the region and in each local planning authority area. These assessments are now under way in all local authorities in England, and the large majority are complete. Councils in Devon published the final report of their assessment in early 2007, and it is available on East Devon district council's website at:

www.eastdevon.gov.uk/content/final_report_devon_wide_gypsy_and_traveller_housing_needs_assessment.pdf The first detailed proposals were submitted to the South West Regional Assembly in March 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071113/text/71113w0009.htm#07111345000017 

Anne Milton [163887]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what guidance her Department has given to (a) regional planning bodies and (b) local authorities on planning for more traveller sites.

Reply from Iain Wright: The Government’s statutory and policy framework on the provision of Gypsy and Traveller sites is set out in circular ODPM 1/06 “Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Sites”, published in February 2006. This is accompanied by guidance on “Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessments” (final version published October 2007).

The Department has also provided guidance to (a) Regional Planning Bodies “Preparing Regional Spatial Strategy reviews on Gypsies and Travellers by regional planning bodies”, which proposes a methodology for identifying pitch requirement at regional level based on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessments; and draft guidance to (b) local authorities on Gypsy and Traveller site design and management.

These publications can all be found on the Communities and Local Government website:

http://www.communities.gov.uk.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071114/text/71114w0020.htm#07111456000012



	Other Westminster (continued)
Early Day Motions
Diane Abbot (269) Child Poverty in London and Black and Ethnic Minority Communities- That this House recognises the results of the Institute for Social and Economic Research's recent report into child poverty in London which finds that the high level of child poverty in London will have adverse affects on the Government's child poverty targets; notes that at present black and ethnic minority communities in London are disproportionately affected by social exclusion and poverty; further notes that the report estimates that removing current disparities in parental unemployment rates between white and black and ethnic minority populations in London would reduce child poverty rates by 4.5 per cent.; and calls on the Government to bring child benefit for the second and subsequent children up to the level of the first child, increase child benefit payments for all children, raise the level of the minimum wage in London and review the system of housing benefit so that it is not a disincentive to return to work in areas with high housing costs.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71115e01.htm 
Diane Abbot (271) Jewish Population in East London - That this House recognises the results of the Institute for Jewish Policy Research recent report into the Jewish community in Britain which found that the Jewish community in east London is experiencing higher levels of social exclusion than the Jewish communities in the rest of the country; notes that the results of the report find Jewish families in Hackney are more likely to be living in social rented accommodation, overcrowded conditions and having fewer or no qualifications compared to Jewish families elsewhere; believes that more work needs to be done to address these inequalities; and calls on the Government to research this matter further.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71115e01.htm 
TOP



	Other News
Rural voices ‘are not being heard’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1827967.0.0.php
Key Facts and Figures Published   

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=bbe789fe-3df8-4867-ae97-468f558cf74c
Record £93m for sector

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=6578 

University ban on Muslim comedy attacked   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1801732007


	Other News (continued)
Napier set for Muslim comedy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1803622007
STUC General Secretary Warns of Increased Human Trafficking Ahead of Commonwealth Games

http://www.stuc.org.uk/press-releases/440/stuc-general-secretary-warns-of-increased-human-trafficking-ahead-of-commonwealth-games 

TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd-pm.pdf
** Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf
Equal Opportunities Committee consideration of statement

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/or-07/eo07-0502.htm#Col66 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/2008001.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/amend/pbc0011211a.201-202.html 



	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

Bill as introduced

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/2008006.pdf 
UK Borders Act (2007) as passed

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/pdf/ukpga_20070030_en.pdf 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** What I Think Matters: Additional Support for Learning in North Ayrshire 

(no closing date given)
http://www.whatithinkmatters.org.uk/ 

Views about British citizenship: Research for Lord Goldsmith’s review
Lord Goldsmith is carrying out a review of British citizenship, which will include research into the route to UK citizenship for people who are overseas nationals. The company undertaking the research, EdComs, would like to interview overseas-born, British residents who are either British citizens, or  who have lived in Britain for more than five years (or three years if married to a British citizen), even if they do not plan to apply for citizenship. The interviews, which will be held in Glasgow during November, will last no more than one hour, and participants will be paid £35 to cover travel expenses. For information contact Jonny Wilson or Marie Taylor 0141 221 8030.

** The Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Procedure) Amendment Rules 2008 and the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Fast Track Procedure) (Amendment) Rules 2008
(16 December 2007)

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/ait_consultation_051107.pdf 

The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/ThePublicHealthetc.ScotlandBill.htm 


	Consultations (continued)
Policy proposals for secondary legislation associated with the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (12 February 2008)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201935/0053824.pdf 
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	Funding Opportunities
BBC Children in Need
18 December 2007 in  Dumfries & Galloway  (2.00 – 4.00)
This funding surgery, facilitated by BEMIS, will provide an opportunity to meet the Scottish Director of BBC Children in Need, and to discuss projects in advance of submitting funding applications. For information contact Adnan Miyasar adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk / 0141 548 8047.
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Empowering Communities Focus Groups

21 November 2007 in Fife (12.30 – 3.30)

12 December 2007 in Dumfries (12.30 – 3.30)

'Empowering Communities' is a Scottish Government policy to empower individuals and communities to have more control over their own lives and more choice in how their needs are met. It is important for communities to have their say to contribute to effective service delivery, reducing barriers, and removing inequality.  To take part in a BEMIS focus group contact Adnan Miyasar 0141 548 8047 / adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk.
** this week!
Effective Anti Racist Youth Work: Delivering for Young Black People in Scotland

23 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

Glasgow Anti-Racist Alliance conference for youth workers or people who work with young people. For information contact Kainde Manji kainde@gara.org.uk, or  see

http://www.gara.org.uk/gara0502_web_pdf/deliveringforyoungblackpeople.pdf


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** this week!
St Andrew’s Day anti-Racism March and Rally

24 November 2007 in Glasgow
March assembles 10.30 in Blythswood Square; march off 11.00; rally 12 noon at Glasgow Film Theatre, Rose Street.  For information contact the STUC 0141 337 8100 / info@stuc.org.uk or see http://www.gara.org.uk/gara0502_web_pdf/STUC_No_Slavery-3.pdf 

Part of the Solution? Churches & Tackling Sectarianism

26 November 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Conference organised by the Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office and the Roman Catholic Church Parliamentary Office, to discuss the role of the churches in tackling sectarianism, and to share examples of good practice. 
For information see http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO/Files/07xi_SCPO_programme.pdf and for booking form see  http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO/Files/07xi_SCPO_booking_form.pdf, or contact Graham Blount 0131 558 8137 / graham@actsparl.org 
Third Sector Summit

29 & 30 November 2007 in Glasgow 

Summit to bring together the growing partnership of volunteers, voluntary organisations, funders, and government to take forward a shared vision ofa greater role for the third sector in Scottish life. The keynote speech will be given by John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth. For information contact  Helen Swatton helen.swatton@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8019 or  see

http://www.scvo.org.uk/DocumentStore/third_sector_summit_plus.pdf. 
Looking at non-asylum immigration

3 December 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Service Agency Seminar to discuss changes to the administrative structure of immigration control in the UK, European Law dimensions to the new framework, and specifically Scottish concerns that arise from our particular demographic and economic needs. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinimmigrationlaw.aspx
Mainstreaming Approaches to Equality

14 December in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO event to provide an opportunity to network and debate current and emerging equalities practices, and learn about techniques to aid in the development and implementation of practical approaches to mainstreaming equalities within your organisation. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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