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MEMO is produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities
in partnership with BEMIS. It provides an overview of information of interest to minority ethnic communities in Scotland, including parliamentary activity at Holyrood and Westminster, new publications, consultations, 
forthcoming conferences and news reports.
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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Bashir Ahmad (S3O-1106): To ask the Scottish Executive what recent representations it has made to the United Kingdom Government regarding immigration to Scotland. 

Reply from Linda Fabiani: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the United Kingdom Government and has made a number of representations relating to immigration.

Bashir Ahmad: Does the minister agree that Scotland values and relies on the contribution of skilled immigrants from all over the world? Is she worried that Scotland's ability to attract such skilled immigrants may be affected by the constant stream of negative press and comments from UK politicians on immigration? If so, what steps will she take to resolve the matter and ensure that Scotland's immigration needs are not ignored?



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply from Linda Fabiani: I am sure that all members have despaired at times at many newspapers' negative reporting about immigrant communities in the UK. Comments from certain politicians over the years have not helped the cause at all.

Migrant workers make an important contribution to Scotland, because they help us to stem the projected decline in our population and grow our economy. We want Scotland to be wealthier and fairer, and we need to be able to attract the brightest and best from around the world, as well as nurture and retain our home-grown talent, which is important.

Last night, I hosted a reception in Edinburgh castle for international students who have come here through the British Council's scholarship programme. It was marvellous to see the enthusiasm with which those masters students from around the world have come to Scotland and how much they already enjoy being here. It is important that we maintain such links for the benefit of us all.

Ted Brocklebank: Most of us recognise the invaluable contribution that migrant workers make to Scotland. In my part of Fife, people from overseas bring skills and talent to many areas, including dentistry, the hospitality industry and the local produce industry. Does the minister agree that her Administration needs to act urgently to ensure that necessary services—such as English language provision, health care and, of course, policing—are available to people who come to our country?

Reply from Linda Fabiani: In the years since Scotland got a devolved Administration, needs have been recognised across political parties. A lot of what has been done in Scotland for migrant workers and asylum seekers who have come to live in our communities could lead the way for other parts of the UK.

Of course there are issues, and we actively try to address them all the time. To give Mr Brocklebank an example, the Polish information guide that was published in 2006 has recently been updated. The guide offers Polish-speaking migrant workers advice on employment issues, including their employment rights, health and safety legislation, the minimum wage and the role of trade unions. There is an issue of bad employers exploiting some of the communities that are coming to live with us.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor1108-02.htm#Col3224 

Westminster Early Day Motion
Gwyneth Dunwoody (113) Immigration of Senior Care Workers - That this House notes that many senior care workers based in the UK who came from outside the EEA are caught between new departmental criteria on pay scales and employers who will not meet them; notes that many of the individuals affected have been resident in the United Kingdom for as long as six years; and calls on the Government to grant an amnesty of three months from the date of expiry on in-country extension applications for senior care workers where employers will not or cannot meet the pay criteria, to enable them to find alternative work within the same sector.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71108e01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Press Release 
Students from asylum seeking families   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/08120845
New publications
Education and Schooling for Asylum-Seeking and Refugee Students in Scotland: An Exploratory Study  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/198224/0052995.pdf
A Small Scale Qualitative Study on the School Education Experience of Asylum - Seeking and Refugee Children in Scotland

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/198214/0052990.pdf
Learning to Read a New Culture: How Immigrant and Asylum Seeking Children Experience Scottish Identity through Classroom Books

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201854/0053801.pdf
News
Migrant workers change face of rural Scotland    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1768422007
Scrapped asylum centre cost £28m    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7084200.stm
Refugee child rights action urged    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/7086128.stm
Racist abuse is common among immigrants   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1823453.0.0.php
Illegal immigrants working as security guards   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/11/11/nguards111.xml
TOP



	Race Relations
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Bashir Ahmad (S3M-777): Muslim Prayer Rooms in SPL Clubs—That the Parliament congratulates Scottish Premier League football clubs for setting up special prayer rooms for Muslim players and fans; believes that, in including such vital services to cater for the needs of Scotland’s Muslim population, Scotland’s football clubs are taking the initiative for other recreational and leisure facilities to follow, and hopes that other services and facilities will continue to provide for the special needs of all faith and non-faith groups in Scotland.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-11-06f.htm
TOP



	Race Equality
Press Release 
Two new Equality and Human Rights Commissioners appointed

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2007/nov/pens046-051107.asp 
News
Outdoor plan aims to give breath of fresh air to ethnic minorities   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1788192007
TOP



	Racism
News
'Rivers of blood' row Tory quits as candidate    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1757662007
Channel 4 cleared in Big Brother contestant's use of racist word   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1762672007



	Racism

News (continued)
Labour MP accuses Brown of fuelling racism over jobs   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1769832007
Darling unveils new-look race unit   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1823419.0.0.php
Alistair is the Darling of new-look race group   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1780992007
Five lives scarred by sectarianism   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1824229.0.five_lives_scarred_by_sectarianism.php
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	Other Holyrood
Press Release 
The Queen’s Speech  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/06132546
TOP



	Other Westminster
The Queen's Speech   

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/occasions/stateopening/speechtext.cfm



	Other Westminster (continued)
Government: Legislative Programme for Scotland

Des Browne (Secretary of State for Defence): The Third Session UK legislative programme unveiled in the Queen's Speech on 6 November contains significant measures of relevance and benefit to the people of Scotland.

The Government are committed to continuing to deliver improvements to the lives of people across Scotland and the rest of the United Kingdom. The following is a summary of the legislation announced in the Queen's Speech and its impact in Scotland. This does not include draft Bills. The Bills listed in section 1 are not likely to contain provisions requiring the consent of the Scottish Parliament as the legislation is predominantly or wholly within a reserved area. Section 2 details Bills that are likely to contain provisions that require the consent of the Scottish Parliament in line with the Sewel Convention. A brief description is provided of the provisions likely to require consent. Section 3 details Bills that predominantly applies to England and Wales only whilst also containing some significant reserved provisions which will have an impact in Scotland. The Bills listed in section 4 predominantly apply to England and Wales only and will have limited impact in Scotland.

The list also identifies the lead Government Department:

1. UK legislation a wholly or predominantly reserved area, unlikely to contain provisions requiring the consent of the Scottish Parliament at Introduction:

The Bills in this section which deal with predominantly or wholly reserved matters are detailed below. Discussions will continue between the Government and the Scottish Executive to ensure that if provisions relating to matters which trigger the Sewel Convention are included, the consent of the Scottish Parliament will be sought for them:

Banking (HMT)

Channel Tunnel Rail Link (Supplementary Provisions) (Department for Transport)

Child Maintenance and Other Payments (Department for Work and Pensions)

Counter-Terrorism (Home Office)

Crossrail (Department for Transport)

Employment (Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform)

Energy (Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform)

European Communities (Finance) (HMT)

European Union Reform Treaty (Foreign and Commonwealth Office)

Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Department of Health)

National Insurance Contributions (HMT)

Political Party Funding and Expenditure (MOJ)

Pensions (Department for Work and Pensions)

2. Legislation likely to contain provisions requiring the consent of the Scottish Parliament at Introduction:
Discussions will continue between the Government and the Scottish Executive on Bills that might include provisions that trigger the Sewel Convention. The Bills identified within the Queen's Speech in this section are as follows:

Climate Change (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) Legislation relating to Climate Change is likely to include provisions in devolved areas to meet the new emissions target. The environment is a devolved matter in Scotland.



	Other Westminster
Government: Legislative Programme for Scotland (continued)
Dormant Bank and Building Society Accounts (HMT) Scottish Ministers will be provided with a power in this Bill to distribute funds drawn from dormant bank accounts - Welsh and Northern Irish Ministers will also have similar powers. This will enable Scottish Ministers to direct spending priorities for their share of these assets in Scotland.

Education and Skills (Department for Child, Schools and Families) Education is a devolved matter but the Bill is likely to include provisions relating to data sharing that extend to Scotland to allow access to longitudinal surveys. This will enable assessments to be made on wage impact of education and training provisions.

Health and Social Care Bill (Department of Health) Health is a predominantly devolved matter, but the Bill will contain provisions relating to the regulation of health care professions; where the regulation of particular professions is devolved, the consent of the Scottish Parliament is required in order to produce a consistent and fair system across the UK for healthcare professionals.

3. Legislation that predominantly applies to England and Wales only whilst also containing some significant reserved provisions which will have an impact in Scotland.
Criminal Justice and Immigration (Ministry of Justice)

Local Transport (Department for Transport)

Planning Reform (Department for Communities and Local Government)

Regulatory Enforcement and Sanctions (Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform)

4. Legislation that predominantly applies to England and Wales only or which will have a limited impact in Scotland
Children and Young Persons (Department for Child, Schools and Families)

Housing and Regeneration (Department for Communities and Local Government)

Sale of Student Loans (HMT)
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm071107/wmstext/71107m0002.htm#07110721000027 
Press Releases 
Foreign Secretary’s Hajj Speech
http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029391629&a=KArticle&aid=1194346596375 

Diwali greeting from Hazel Blears   

http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/communities/diwaligreeting
Prime Minister’s Diwali message

http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page13724.asp 
Minister warns British Pilgrims to beware of rogue travel agents

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=329002&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=True 


	Other Westminster (continued)
News
The Queen’s Speech: Bill-by-Bill   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7080446.stm
Brown sets out 'long-term' plans    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7079333.stm
TOP



	New Publication
Ethnic minority achievement programme newsletter   

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/inclusion/emap_news_autumn_07/emag_news_aut07_75707.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Ethnic kids in different class with their results   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1817544.0.ethnic_kids_in_different_class_with_their_results.php
One third of all Scots still pray   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1788472007
Contempt hearing on terror case    
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/7080649.stm
Jail threat to terror trial lawyer over 'tirade'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1767732007
Lawyer to face contempt of court hearing   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1813982.0.0.php
Treatment of terror trial lawyer 'is an attack on freedom of speech'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1773142007
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/001/2008001.pdf 
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
** Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill
Bill as introduced

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/2008006.pdf 
UK Borders Act (2007) as passed

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/pdf/ukpga_20070030_en.pdf 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** What I Think Matters: Additional Support for Learning in North Ayrshire 

(no closing date given)
http://www.whatithinkmatters.org.uk/ 




	Consultations (continued)
Views about British citizenship: Research for Lord Goldsmith’s review
Lord Goldsmith is carrying out a review of British citizenship, which will include research into the route to UK citizenship for people who are overseas nationals. The company undertaking the research, EdComs, would like to interview overseas-born, British residents who are either British citizens, or  who have lived in Britain for more than five years (or three years if married to a British citizen), even if they do not plan to apply for citizenship. The interviews, which will be held in Glasgow during November, will last no more than one hour, and participants will be paid £35 to cover travel expenses. For information contact Jonny Wilson or Marie Taylor 0141 221 8030.

** The Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Procedure) Amendment Rules 2008 and the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Fast Track Procedure) (Amendment) Rules 2008
(16 December 2007)

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/ait_consultation_051107.pdf 

** The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/ThePublicHealthetc.ScotlandBill.htm 
Policy proposals for secondary legislation associated with the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (12 February 2008)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201935/0053824.pdf 

TOP



	Funding Opportunity
BBC Children in Need
18 December 2007 in  Dumfries & Galloway  (2.00 – 4.00)
This funding surgery, facilitated by BEMIS, will provide an opportunity to meet the Scottish Director of BBC Children in Need, and to discuss projects in advance of submitting funding applications. For information contact Adnan Miyasar adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk / 0141 548 8047.
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Empowering Communities Focus Groups
12 – 19 November 2007 in Glasgow

'Empowering Communities' is a Scottish Government policy to empower individuals and communities to have more control over their own lives and more choice in how their needs are met. Positive Action in Housing is organising two focus groups for you to give your opinion and influence the way this work develops. One group will be for women only; the other will be for a mixture of men and women. All opinions and information given will be confidential, meetings will last for two hours and participants will be given £25 to reimburse them for their time. To participate complete the Booking Form and Equal Opportunities Monitoring Form and send to David Reilly david@paih.org / 0141 353 2220.  

** this week!
Community engagement training

13 November 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

PAiH course to explore engagement with minority ethnic communities. It considers issues of connecting up, consultation and participation with communities in general, and minority ethnic groups in particular. For information contact Zandra Yeaman zandra@paih.org / 01413532220. 
** Empowering Communities Focus Groups

21 November 2007 in Fife (12.30 – 3.30)

12 December 2007 in Dumfries (12.30 – 3.30)
'Empowering Communities' is a Scottish Government policy to empower individuals and communities to have more control over their own lives and more choice in how their needs are met. It is important for communities to have their say to contribute to effective service delivery, reducing barriers, and removing inequality.  To take part in a BEMIS focus group contact Adnan Miyasar 0141 548 8047 / adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk.
** Effective Anti Racist Youth Work: Delivering for Young Black People in Scotland

23 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

Glasgow Anti-Racist Alliance conference for youth workers or people who work with young people. For information contact Kainde Manji kainde@gara.org.uk, or  see

http://www.gara.org.uk/gara0502_web_pdf/deliveringforyoungblackpeople.pdf
** St Andrew’s Day anti-Racism March and Rally

24 November 2007 in Glasgow
March assembles 10.30 in Blythswood Square; march off 11.00; rally 12 noon at Glasgow Film Theatre, Rose Street.  For information contact the STUC 0141 337 8100 / info@stuc.org.uk or see http://www.gara.org.uk/gara0502_web_pdf/STUC_No_Slavery-3.pdf 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Part of the Solution? Churches & Tackling Sectarianism

26 November 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Conference organised by the Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office and the Roman Catholic Church Parliamentary Office, to discuss the role of the churches in tackling sectarianism, and to share examples of good practice. 
For information see http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO/Files/07xi_SCPO_programme.pdf and for booking form see  http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO/Files/07xi_SCPO_booking_form.pdf, or contact Graham Blount 0131 558 8137 / graham@actsparl.org 
** Third Sector Summit

29 & 30 November 2007 in Glasgow 

Summit to bring together the growing partnership of volunteers, voluntary organisations, funders, and government to take forward a shared vision ofa greater role for the third sector in Scottish life. The keynote speech will be given by John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth. For information contact  Helen Swatton helen.swatton@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8019 or  see  http://www.scvo.org.uk/DocumentStore/third_sector_summit_plus.pdf. 
Looking at non-asylum immigration

3 December 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Service Agency Seminar to discuss changes to the administrative structure of immigration control in the UK, European Law dimensions to the new framework, and specifically Scottish concerns that arise from our particular demographic and economic needs. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinimmigrationlaw.aspx
** Mainstreaming Approaches to Equality

14 December in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO event to provide an opportunity to network and debate current and emerging equalities practices, and learn about techniques to aid in the development and implementation of practical approaches to mainstreaming equalities within your organisation. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 



	Useful Links (continued)
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 

ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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