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in partnership with BEMIS. It provides an overview of information of interest to minority ethnic communities in Scotland, including parliamentary activity at Holyrood and Westminster, new publications, consultations, 
forthcoming conferences and news reports.
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The Scottish Parliament is in recess until 21 October.

	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5263]: How many families which include children are currently held in detention.

Reply from (Lord West of Spithead: Families with children can be detained at Dungavel House, Tinsley House and Yarl’s Wood removal centres. The number of detainees held in our removal centres may change from day to day.

Information obtained on Friday 7 September shows that there were a total of 32 families with children in detention. The total number of children detained as part of these family groups was 61.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71001w0026.htm#0710012000002



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5260]: Whether they will consult with the charity Bail for Immigration Detainees concerning new evidence on alleged injustices arising from the fast-track for asylum-applicants and consequent detentions lasting for between five and 11 months; and whether fast-tracking allows applicants the necessary time and advice to prepare their cases and have them heard in accordance with the United Nations Convention on Refugees of 1951. 

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: The Border and Immigration Agency regularly consults Bail for Immigration Detainees and will consider carefully any such evidence the charity wishes to submit.

The detained fast-track process exists to deal with applications for asylum that appear, after screening, to be ones where a particularly quick decision can be made. The system operates flexibly and in cases where it becomes apparent that an application is more complicated and cannot be determined within the detained fast-track timescale, the case is taken out of the process and the claimant normally released from detention. All those entering the detained fast track have access to legal representation either privately or via a duty solicitor scheme. The Government believe that the process provides claimants with the necessary time and opportunity to enable their applications to be justly decided and heard.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71001w0026.htm#0710012000003
Lyn Brown [156340]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many cases of lost documentation have the Border and Immigration Agency recorded in the last 12 months. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Statistics for the numbers of documents lost in the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) are not kept. However the majority of passports held by BIA are in connection with managed migration casework. In the 12 months ending August 2007, 176 passports were lost from managed migration casework. Case working units in Croydon alone retain between 70,000 to 100,000 passports in their possession at any given time.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm071009/text/71009w0010.htm#07101034000069 
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5352]: What is their response to criticisms of their policies and those of other European Union states concerning asylum and detention, contained in Border Wars and Asylum Crimes, published by Statewatch in November 2006.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: The UK Government's firm commitment to strengthening and exporting our borders is already well established and can be found in the IND Review: Fair, Effective, Transparent and Trusted: Rebuilding Confidence in our Immigration System of July 2006. We do not condone treatment of asylum seekers that is either humiliating or degrading.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71010w0001.htm#07101040000010



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Jenny Willott [156288]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many and what proportion of letters sent by hon. Members to the Borders and Immigration Agency have received a substantive reply within (a) three, (b) four, (c) six, (d) eight, (e) 10 and (f) more than 10 weeks; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: In the period 1 January to 30 June 2007, the last period full data is available, the Border and Immigration Agency received 22,636 letters from hon. Members.

Of these:

(a) 12,713 (56.2 per cent.) were answered in three weeks or less

(b) 18,866 (83.3 per cent.) were answered in four weeks or less

(c) 20,917 (92.4 per cent.) were answered in six weeks or less

(d) 21,426 (94.7 per cent.) were answered in eight weeks or less

(e) 21,910 (96.8 per cent.) were answered in 10 weeks or less

(f) 643 (2.8 per cent.) took more than 10 weeks to answer.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm071009/text/71009w0010.htm#07101034000069 
 Damian Green (154027) :To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she will make a statement on the Commission for Racial Equality's letter to the Border and Immigration Agency stating that the changes to the rules on highly skilled migrants were discriminatory.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/71008w01.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Diane Abbott (2098) Mistreatment of failed asylum-seekers during deportation - That this House is concerned by recent reports of the mistreatment of failed asylum-seekers during the deportation process including alleged physical and sexual assault, and racial and psychological abuse at the hands of private escort teams paid by the Government; is particularly concerned that deportations continue to take place even when detainees show clear signs of mental and physical illness; is concerned at the story of Beatrice Guessie who was so badly injured during deportation to Cameroon that officials at Cameroon airport refused to allow her entrance to the country and so instead she was returned to the UK where she was treated at Hillingdon Hospital for severe genital bleeding and multiple bruising and deemed by a psychiatrist to be in severe shock, only to be returned to Yarl's Wood detention centre; and calls on the Government to follow the recommendations of groups such as the National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns and the Medical Justice Network and urgently reassess its policy on, and methods of, deporting failed asylum-seekers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/71011e01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Debate
Human Rights

Mike Gapes: In introducing the report, I pay tribute to all those involved in the work of our Committee in producing our comprehensive human rights annual report for 2006, which was published on 18 April, and to those involved in producing the detailed response that we received from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, which was published in June.

Inevitably, I cannot cover all the areas that we highlighted in our comprehensive report—I hope that my colleagues will pick up on some of those that I will not be able to touch on—but I want to begin by considering the way in which the Department deals with human rights issues. For some years, the Select Committee on Foreign Affairs has expressed concern about the double-hatting of the Minister with responsibility for trade and for human rights. We strongly welcome the fact that that arrangement is no longer in place. We now have a Minister who is responsible for human rights as well as other responsibilities, including the United Nations, and that is Lord Malloch-Brown, and his colleague the Under-Secretary, who is here today, also deals with human rights issues. The Trade Minister no longer wears that hat. That does not in any way cast aspersions on the efforts of the former Minister for Trade, who was also responsible for human rights, my right hon. Friend the Member for Makerfield (Mr. McCartney), who did an excellent job, but perception is sometimes important in politics and the perception of a separate Trade Minister and Human Rights Minister makes the distinction clear.

As a Committee, we have called over the years for modifications and changes in the way in which the report is presented by the Government when they publish their human rights report. We understand from the FCO’s response to our report this year that the next report will not be published until March 2008, will be “more tightly focused” and will emphasise human rights in relation to the Government’s strategic priorities, the international system and countries of key concern. Will the Minister reassure us that that will not mean that some of the more controversial issues will receive less attention in the round as it tries to concentrate on the generalities and that it will still have a clear, sharp focus on some of the most difficult issues of concern?

One major area of concern to our Committee is the way in which the United Nations human rights system works. Members will be aware that the Human Rights Council was recently established and that there was considerable hope that it might improve the way in which the international system dealt with human rights. Unfortunately, I do not believe that that is the case yet. Results are mixed and some countries are still using the council to pursue their own agendas rather than the cause of human rights internationally and in general. Unfortunately, countries that have a record of human rights abuse still serve on the Human Rights Council. The United Kingdom has a good record of pursuing human rights issues in the United Nations system, and that is still the case. Will the Minister update us on the Government’s priorities in such matters and on how we can try to make the UN Human Rights Council more effective in the future?
To continue reading the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm071011/halltext/71011h0001.htm#07101138000001 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Freedom of Information Release (Home Office) 
Attempts at deportation of asylum seekers which failed due to disruptive behaviour by the passenger 

The figures do not differentiate between asylum seekers and other detainees. The figures provided thus apply to all immigration detainees. 
The figures provided refer to disruptive behaviour at all stages, including where the subject became disruptive prior to their arrival at the aircraft , did not have in-flight escorts and it was assessed as inappropriate to continue the removal without overseas escorts to control the behaviour. Therefore some of the removals in this total will not have reached the plane for the airline to refuse to carry them.

January

  44

February

  54

March

  58

April

  41

May

  21

June

  42

July

  38

August

  46

Total

344

New publication
The Treatment of Iraqi Refugees and Asylum Seekers
http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/pub/Iraqi_Asylum 
News
67 students receive visas after paying £500 to bogus college   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1742107.0.0.php
Glasgow leads the way in welcoming asylum seeker families with true compassion and respect   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/opinion/display.var.1742200.0.glasgow_leads_the_way_in_welcoming_asylum_seeker_families_with_true_compassion_and_respect.php
Migrants swell Britain's population by 515 a day   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1617312007
A towering achievement   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/opinion/display.var.1748567.0.a_towering_achievement.php



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued) 
Call to end child refugee detention   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1622612007
Call to end detention at Dungavel    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7038129.stm
Migrant workers settle across UK    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7039461.stm
Fresh ideas to keep children out of Dungavel   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1754797.0.0.php
Asylum row girl in tears as she pleads for family to be reunited   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1636132007
Employers 'turning to new immigrant wave'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1635932007
Migrant workers vital to the north's economy, says expert   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=18662997&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149211
The secret scandal of the refugee beggars   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1758646.0.the_secret_scandal_of_the_refugee_beggars.php
Asylum crisis getting worse, say officials   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/10/14/nasylum114.xml
Up to one worker in four is a new migrant   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/10/14/nmigrant114.xml
First Scots asylum seekers go to university   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2190832,00.html
Just as many South Africans as Poles in Britain    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article3058910.ece
TOP



	Race Relations
News
Meet Glasgow’s own United Nations   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/opinion/display.var.1745404.0.meet_glasgows_own_united_nations.php
Muslim scholars reach out to Pope   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/7038992.stm
Gypsies urged to set up camp in city   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1754889.0.gypsies_urged_to_set_up_camp_in_city.php
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Jo Swinson (157725) :To ask the Minister for Women and Equality, what the Government's definition is of equality.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/71011w01.htm
Jo Swinson (157757) :To ask the Minister for Women and Equality, what representations she has received on proposals for a combined equality duty.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/71011w01.htm
Jo Swinson (157758): To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, what steps he is taking to ensure that all Government departments fully comply with their equality duties.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/71011w01.htm 
Jo Swinson (157759) :To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, when her Department plans to produce the proposed race equality duty toolkit.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/71011w01.htm 



	Race Equality (continued)
Press Release 
Equality and Human Rights Commission welcomes government targets to tackle inequality 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/newsandcomment/Pages/CSRresponse.aspx 

News
Embrace diversity call   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1619362007
TOP



	Racism
Press Releases 
Countering intolerance and discrimination against Muslims purpose of OSCE meeting in Cordoba

http://www.osce.org/item/27234.html 

Interfaith dialogue important to reduce discrimination against Muslims, OSCE Chairman concludes
http://www.osce.org/item/27279.html
New publication
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Cordoba Declaration on Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims

http://www.osce.org/documents/cio/2007/10/27272_en.pdf 
News
Anti-bigotry Scheme Is Tribute To Tragic Mark   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/real-life-stories/2007/10/08/anti-bigotry-scheme-is-tribute-to-tragic-mark-86908-19913092/



	Racism

News (continued)
'Racist killers cornered victim'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1616142007
Muslim scarf row victory   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1616412007
Belgian teen sentenced to life for racist killings

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1627302007
Schools probed over online racism    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/7039911.stm
SFA Boss Smith In Sectarianism Row

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/2007/10/11/sfa-boss-smith-in-sectarianism-row-86908-19932626/
Old Firm’s anti-bigotry plan nets 25,000th kid   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1755471.0.old_firms_antibigotry_plan_nets_25_000th_kid.php
Racism alive and unwell in Scotland   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1758645.0.racism_alive_and_unwell_in_scotland.php
Dame Vivienne attacks 'racist' magazines   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/10/14/nviv114.xml
TOP



	Other Westminster
Press Release 
Greater protection against hate and sex crimes

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease081007a.htm 

TOP



	Other News
Wanted: gipsies and travellers to swell city’s dwindling numbers   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1744802.0.0.php
Muslim faith behind bars    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7040519.stm
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Proposed Members’ Bill

Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/130/2007130.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/130/amend/pb1300810a.1-3.html 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/130/amend/pb1300910a.5.html 

Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf



	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
** Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=140183&Rendition=Web
Government response to the Report from the Joint Committee on the Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=150592&Rendition=Web
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/2007068.pdf
proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/100/amend/ml100-ir.htm 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/100/amend/ml100-ii.htm 
House of Lords consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71009-0005.htm#07100933000003 

and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71009-0014.htm#07100962000002 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71011-0002.htm#07101128000009 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/71011-0009.htm#07101128000010 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Equality Review (2 November 2007)

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/Misc/07ix_SG_Equality_Review_consultation.doc 

Response form

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/Misc/07ix_SG_Equality_Review_response_form.doc 
Please note that the Scottish Government Equality Unit has small amounts of funding available to enable organisations to hold a briefing session, seminar or discussion group to discuss the Equalities Review with their membership, networks and contacts. For information contact Sue Mullock  Sue.Mullock@scotland.gsi.gov.uk / 0131 244 0696.
European Union Fundamental Rights Agency consultation with civil society 

(3 November 2007)
http://fra.europa.eu/fra/material/pub/general/CS_Consultation-0207_en.doc 

The Governance of Britain, Flag Flying    (9 November 2007)

http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D4A22BF1-DEA6-46C7-BBE8-4C32DBB21FB4/0/TheGovernanceofBritainflagflying.pdf 

and

http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/B924215A-93CE-4648-9BAD-F2CE4AE26F9A/0/Flagflyingrulesanddates20072.pdf
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Show Racism the Red Card fortnight of Action

16-30 October 2007

In society, racism is sadly still on the rise. At the end of March 2007, the Scottish Executive published a bulletin, which showed that the total number of incidents recorded by the Police in Scotland rose by 13 per cent from 4,536 in 2004/05 to 5,124 in 2005/06*. These statistics indicate that there are on average 14 recorded racist incidents every day. The Commission for Racial Equality estimate the true number to be five times this figure. Irresponsible groups and media outlets continue to encourage racism against citizens from minority faiths, travellers, immigrants from EU-accession countries, and refugees and asylum-seekers. This year’s SRTRC Fortnight of Action provides a timely focal point for all those who are committed to challenging racism and discrimination in Scotland. For more information see http://www.theredcardscotland.org/action.pdf 


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued) 
** this week!
Human Rights, immigration and African people living with and affected by HIV in Scotland

18 October 2007 in Glasgow (1.00 – 4.00)

In Scotland, Health is a devolved matter. Immigration is not. Therefore, Human Rights present a complex scenario for people living with and affected by HIV. This seminar will highlight issues as well as provide a participatory question and answer session. For information contact Tarsisio Nyatsanza africanhealthproject@waverleycare.org  /  0141 211 0192
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

24 October 2007 in Lairg
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm
Five Years On: Scottish national showcase on race equality and health

25 October 2007 in Edinburgh

National Resource Centre for Ethnic Minority Health conference to Learn about the practical work being done to improve healthcare for black and minority ethnic groups. For information contact Christopher Homfray 0141 300 1038 /  Christopher.Homfray@health.scot.nhs.uk 
Delivering equalities through effective monitoring and evaluation

7 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the relevance and implications of monitoring, evaluation and mainstreaming equalities in organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Approaching equalities through a Human Rights lens

5 December 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of a human rights approach to equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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