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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Margaret Mitchell (S2W-29303): To ask the Scottish Executive how many appeals have taken place against asylum application outcomes in Scottish courts in the last five years.

Reply from Cathy Jamieson: The number of appeals taken against asylum applications in the Court of Session in the last five years is contained in the following table.
 

1. Petitions for Statutory Review

2. Petitions for Reconsideration

3. Statutory Applications Regarding Appeal

4. Petitions for Judicial Review

2001

Nil

Nil

Nil

66

2002

Nil

Nil

Nil

68

2003

17

Nil

Nil

99

2004

125

Nil

Nil

95

2005

49

96

28

74

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1108.htm



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Debate
Immigration Control

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061102/halltext/61102h0001.htm#06110289000001 

Westminster Statement
Liam Byrne: I am today announcing changes which the Home Office is making to the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme.

We believe that properly managed migration is in the interests of the UK and that we should aim to attract the brightest and the best from around the globe. The Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP), which was launched in 2002, has played a crucial role in ensuring that we do this. It allows individuals with exceptional skills to come to the United Kingdom to seek work or opportunities for self-employment. Highly skilled migrants contribute to the economy and help to create opportunities for UK workers. The UK has benefited from the contribution which they make and it is important that we continue to do so.

That is why we are making changes to the programme today, which will build on its past success to make it more effective in attracting the most highly skilled migrants to the UK. We will do this by introducing more objective and transparent criteria which lead to the award of points under the scheme. Some of the current points scoring criteria are subjective, and so are difficult for prospective applicants to measure themselves against and for caseworkers to judge. We are replacing them with a set of more objective attributes, which will award points for previous academic and professional qualifications, previous earnings, and age, as well as bonus points for previous work (or study, in some cases) in the UK. Holders of MBA degrees from certain institutions will still be able to receive all of the points necessary to be approved, for having that qualification. We are also introducing a mandatory English language requirement, outside the points structure, for both initial and extension applications under HSMP. It is right that those who come to work in highly skilled jobs should be able to speak English, which is integral to labour market success.

For continuation of lengthy statement see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061107/wmstext/61107m0002.htm#06110741000018 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Ian Taylor [97682]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will provide additional (a) staff and (b) resources to deal with the backlog of immigration cases, paying particular attention to those submitted under the 14 year rule.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Immigration and Nationality Directorate is being provided with additional staff to deal with arrears of immigration cases which include applications submitted under the 14-year rule. Further staff are currently being recruited and trained.

These staff deal with a variety of immigration cases not just those submitted under the 14-year rule.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061102/text/61102w0011.htm#061102109000812 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Claire Curtis-Thomas [88637]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many young people under the age of (a) 18 and (b) 10 years are being held for the purposes of immigration control; in which establishments they are held; and how many have been held for (i) six months or less and (ii) over six months.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table shows the number of persons detained solely under Immigration Act powers as at 25 March 2006, recorded as being under 18, broken down by age and place of detention, having been held for a period of six months or less. Information on the number of persons detained, broken down by those who are under 18 years of age is already in the public domain and was published in the “Quarterly Asylum Bulletin” on the 23 May 2006 on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at:
 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

Minors( 1) recorded as being held in detention in the United Kingdom solely under Immigration Act powers, as at 25 March 2006, by age and place of detention( 2, 3)
Number of minors
Age of person as at 25 March 2006
Under 10
11-17
Total( 1)
Dungavel

(4)—

(5)—

(4)—

Port of Dover

(5)—

(4)—

(4)—

Tinsley House

5

(5)—

5

Yarl’s Wood

30

15

45

Total

35

15

50

(1) People in detention recorded as being under 18 as at 25 March 2006. Figures are likely to overstate because applicants aged 18 or over may claim to be younger on arrival in the United Kingdom. 
2) Excluding persons detained in police cells and those in dual detention. 
(3) Figures rounded to the nearest five. 
(4) Zero. 
(5 )1 or 2, and may not sum due to rounding.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061102/text/61102w0011.htm#061102109000814 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Damian Green [73527]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether he plans to take steps to enable an estimate to be made of the illegal migrant population resident in the UK. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Since the dismantling of embarkation controls in 1994 it has been impossible to count the number leaving the UK, and impossible to estimate how many remain.

The IND Review “Fair, effective, transparent and trusted; Rebuilding Confidence in our Immigration System”, published in July 2006, sets out our plans to extend exit controls in stages based on risk, identify who overstays and by 2014 count everyone in and out. The e-borders programme will assist in this transformation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061102/text/61102w0012.htm#061102109000020
Humfrey Malins [97238]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many nationals of EU member states have settled in the UK (a) alone and (b) with family members in each of the last five years.

Reply from Liam Byrne: There is no requirement for European economic area (EEA) nationals to register with the authorities in order to exercise treaty rights allowing them to reside legally within the UK. As such, the Home Office does not have statistics to show how many nationals of European Union (EU) member states have settled in the UK.

Statistics on the issue and refusal of residence documentation (excluding the Worker Registration Scheme) to EEA nationals and their family members are published annually in Command Papers entitled “Control of Immigration: Statistics United Kingdom”. The 2005 publication is available from the Library of the House and via the Home Office website at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061102/text/61102w0013.htm#061102109000022 
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7803]:

What criteria they use to evaluate the success of immigration removal centres; and whether the initial acceptance rate of 1 per cent for new detained asylum seekers in the fast track process at Harmondsworth Immigration Removal Centre is an indicator of success.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The main purpose of an immigration removal centre is to hold people while identity and basis of claim are established, because of the risk of absconding, as part of a fast-track process or to effect removal.

The criterion used to evaluate the success of immigration removal centres is the rate of removal from the immigration removal estate each month. Cases that are considered straightforward and capable of a quick decision are selected for detained fast track (DFT). The vast majority of claims are unfounded, as evidenced by the low grant rate of1 per cent for asylum, humanitarian protection or discretionary leave at initial decision, and the 98 per cent dismissed appeal rate at Harmondsworth in the second quarter of 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61107w0004.htm#06110758000043 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7976]:

How many people are currently detained in high security prisons for immigration offences.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: It is assumed that the noble Lord is referring to prisoners held in high security prisons solely on the basis of an immigration warrant. On31 October 2006, currently available data show that there were 75 such persons held in prisons designated “high security”.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61107w0004.htm#06110758000044 
Justine Greening (100448):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people were given (a) discretionary leave and (b) humanitarian protection to remain following a failed asylum application in each year since 2003; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61108w01.htm 

Anthony Steen (100252):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what process the Government will use to assess risk of trafficking in developing their returns programme for unaccompanied children who have been refused asylum; and if he will consult non-governmental organisations in the UK in developing this programme.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61108w01.htm 

European Parliament Resolution
Women's immigration: the role and place of immigrant women in the European Union
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/public.do?language=en# 
Press Releases 
Changing the way we handle immigration
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/immigration-changes 

Immigration Minister announces new regime for highly skilled workers

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/newregimeforhighlyskilledworkers 
New publications
Changes in Immigration Rules

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/immigrationrules/statementofchangehc1702 

Explanatory Notes to the Changes on Immigration Rules

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/immigrationrules/explanatorymemohc1702 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Blair pledges ID card plan for non-EU immigrant workers   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1642912006
Failed asylum seekers in penniless limbo, says Amnesty   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/73797.html
Tougher migrant rules deal a blow to Scots firms   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1651532006
Church gives its thanks as 50,000 Poles help fill pews   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1652102006
Migrants boost to church   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=migrants-boost-to-church-%26method=full%26objectid=18061625%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Make the most of our workers, says Polish President   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/74000.html
Grzybamiand chips, anyone?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/74010.html
Come home - your country needs you, Polish president tells his people   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1655832006
Cameron wants to cut immigration    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6130080.stm
Reid ridicules Tory plans to limit migration   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/74110.html
Library hosts information day for Poles   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1670952006
Two million homes needed to cope with immigration   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/11/12/nimmi12.xml
TOP



	Race Relations
Press Release
New Commission on Integration and Cohesion Calls on Communities to 'Tell us what you think'
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/342/NewCommissiononIntegrationandCohesionCallsonCommunitiestoTelluswhatyouthink_id1504342.pdf 
News
Lawyer refuses to take off veil
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/11/08/nmuslim08.xml 

Lawyers 'can wear veils in court'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6134804.stm
Pull of two cultures can create deadly tension   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1673662006
A black and white issue?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2450455,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Press Release 
Diversity is a must for the Fire and Rescue Service says Angela Smith - Fire Minister Announces Award Scheme
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2283 
News
Calls for more ethnic politicians    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6126772.stm



	Race Equality

News (continued)
Muddled order of merit   

http://society.guardian.co.uk/publicmanager/comment/0,,1941629,00.html
Racial gap in employment 'will take 45 years to close'

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1942983,00.html 

CPS praised for fostering diverse workforce

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,200-2445081,00.html 

TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Phil Gallie  (S2W-29315): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the police and the Procurator Fiscal Service give priority to cases of neighbour dispute where there is a racial dimension.

Reply from Elish Angiolini QC: All racist incidents are fully investigated by the police. Where sufficient evidence exists, these matters are reported to either the Procurator Fiscal or the Reporter to the Children’s Panel.

The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) is committed to ensuring that all racially motivated crimes are treated seriously.

The Lord Advocate’s Guidelines to Chief Constables, published in 2002, set out guidance for the investigation and reporting of racist crime. They include a direction to the police that in cases of racist crime, accused persons should be held in custody and reported by the police from custody where that is consistent with the Lord Advocate’s Guidelines on Bail. Where accused persons are not held in custody they should not simply be released but should be subject to an undertaking to appear at court unless there is a good reason not to proceed in this way. In cases of racist crime where an early arrest is not possible the police should ensure that an early report is submitted to the Procurator Fiscal in order that consideration may be given to an application for a warrant to arrest.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1108.htm 




	Racism (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Ashok Kumar (99906): To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps his Department is taking to prevent bullying in the workplace on grounds of (a) religion, (b) ethnicity and (c) sexual orientation; and how much his Department plans to spend on such programmes in the next 12 months.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61106w01.htm 
News
Tory suspended over racist e-mail    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6121646.stm
Muslim officer sacked from guarding Blair 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article1961446.ece 

Muslim PC axed from protection unit to take legal action   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1651522006
Rock against racism gig   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15881098&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Trio jailed for Kriss race murder    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6123014.stm
CRE comment on the verdict in the trial of those accused of the murder of Kriss Donald    

http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0mt.RefLocID-0hg00900c008001003.Lang-EN.htm
Racism and race crime redefined    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6128466.stm
Community pain after Kriss trial    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6103408.stm
Multicultural community 'united'     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6124550.stm
A message to racists   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/73995.html



	Racism 
News (continued)
'Cold-blooded execution' of teenager beyond imagination, declares judge   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1657002006
Mother's outburst as emotions run high   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1656912006
Kriss Donald: was racism to blame?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/59039
BNP to exploit tension after racist murder   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2450500,00.html
Hope out of tragedy   

http://www.sundayherald.com/59071
No shame   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=no-shame%26method=full%26objectid=18082345%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Hate fear after glass attack   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=hate-fear-after-glass-attack%26method=full%26objectid=18082346%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Cartoon protester incited racial hatred   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1661332006
Protester guilty of race-hate   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=protester-guilty-of-race-hate-%26method=full%26objectid=18073734%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Nazi graffiti daubed on memorial    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/southern_counties/6139662.stm
War memorial defaced with swastikas   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1673252006
Tougher race hate laws considered     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6137722.stm
BNP verdict 'may change race laws'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1669012006



	Racism 
News (continued)
Peace plea as Griffin is cleared of racism   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=peace-plea-as-griffin-is-cleared-of-racism%26method=full%26objectid=18082340%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Brown to ‘lower bar’ for race-hate law   

http://www.sundayherald.com/59056
Top Tory branded Celt fans 'gypsies'   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=top-tory-branded-celt-fans-%2Dgypsies%2D%26method=full%26objectid=18082423%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
SFA refuses appeal over racial abuse   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1673442006
Look out, they want to nail the BNP – and our freedom of speech   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2449792,00.html
Race hate laws split the cabinet   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,1945884,00.html
Even odious ideas must be allowed expression   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/leaders/story/0,,1945818,00.html
Race: change minds, not law   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2006/11/12/dl1201.xml&sSheet=/opinion/2006/11/12/ixopinion.html
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Questions
Graham Allen (99825): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what guidance his Department has issued to schools on their capacity to restrict the expression of religious belief on school premises.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61106w01.htm 



	Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Graham Allen (99826): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what guidance his Department has issued to schools on permissable tests of religious observance in their admissions processes.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61106w01.htm 
Graham Allen (99827): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, whether his Department has estimated the (a) demand for and (b) availability of (i) atheist and (ii) secular education.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61106w01.htm
TOP



	Other Westminster
Queen’s Speech on the prorogation of Parliament
An outline of Government policy and legislation during the past parliamentary session
http://www.commonsleader.co.uk/output/Page945.asp 
TOP



	Other News
New ethnic minority body is launched   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1648232006
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Stage 2 consideration of amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/education/or-06/ed06-2202.htm#Col3557 
Bill as amended at Stage 2
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 1

** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 
Bill as amended at Stage 2 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/b50s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-stage2-ml2.pdf 
** Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-06/j206-2802.htm#Col2873 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 
 


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 
Stage 1 evidence from Scottish Consumer Council, Scottish Parent Teacher Council, Scottish School Boards Association and Child Poverty Action Group in Scotland

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/mop-06/comop06-1101.htm 
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Bill as passed   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/b48s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

** Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
House of Commons

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061107/debtext/61107-0006.htm#06110743000003 

Received Royal Assent 8 November 2006

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061108/debtext/61108-0001.htm#06110851000005 
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

** Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
Received Royal Assent 8 November 2006-11-http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061108/debtext/61108-0001.htm#06110851000005 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
One Scotland: Young Scot online consultation about racism (13 November 2006)
(Young Scot is for people between the ages of 12 and 26)

http://www.youngscot.org/loudandclear/surveys/index.asp?a=sc&ID=332&s=192&sr=828
** closes this week!
One Scotland in the Picture – photography competition (19 November 2006)

http://www.stv.tv/onescotland 

New Charging Regime for Immigration & Nationality Fees (18 December 2006)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/National_Refugee_Integratio1.pdf 

additional documents

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/consultationdocuments/currentconsultations 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 

Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005: Proposals for Charities Reorganisation (Scotland) Regulations 2007 (15 January 2007)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/152273/0040985.pdf
Commission on Integration and Cohesion - Your chance to tell us what you think (19 January 2007)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/316/CommissiononIntegrationandCohesionYourchancetotelluswhatyouthink_id1504316.pdf 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 




	Consultations (continued)
Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
Baring Foundation: Funding for arts organisations in the UK working with refugees and asylum seekers (deadline for applications: 11 December 2006)

Grants available for Arts organisations that are currently working with refugees, asylum seekers, migrants or host communities, that can demonstrate the impact their work is making on the quality of life of individuals or communities and that need help with their core costs to help them to sustain or develop this work. Please note that we are particularly interested in your work with newly arrived refugees, asylum seekers, migrants or their host communities.

http://www.baringfoundation.org.uk/Artscoreguide07.pdf 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Islam and Interfaith Relations

All evening lectures in Glasgow
13 November 2006   A Muslim View of Christianity / A Christian View of Islam

For more information see http://www.religions.divinity.gla.ac.uk/Centre-Interfaith/geraldWeis.html or contact Perry Schmidt-Leukel  p.schmidt-leukel@arts.gla.ac.uk
** this week!
Race, Religion and Culture

15 November 2006 in Glasgow

Seminar looking at the impact of race, faith and culture and focusing on the needs and issues facing the various diverse religious groups across Scotland. For information contact info@meem.biz  / 0700 5 963 932


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** this week!
Speak Out conference
18 November 2006 in Glasgow

Scottish Women’s Convention event for women to discuss men’s violence against women. The SWC is particularly interested in hearing the experiences women from the gypsy/traveller and minority ethnic communities. For information contact Deidre Burke 0131 557 8950 / admin@scottishwomensconvention.org 
** Islam Awareness Week: One World

20 – 26 November 2006

Muslim communities in Britain are the most diverse in the world, and communities from Africa, Asia, the Far East, Eastern Europe and the Middle East contribute to the expression of Islam in today’s multicultural Britain. More importantly, they contribute to and live alongside all the other communities and peoples that are so integral to today’s multicultural Britain. For information see http://www.iaw.org.uk/ 
** Online Debate:  Ethnic and cultural diversity – generating jobs, creating wealth, promoting equality, ending stereotyping
21 November 2006 (12.00-5.30)

During the first hour of this Equal Works debate Trevor Phillips, chair of the CRE will respond to questions and comments via webcam.  For information and to register for the debate see http://www.equal-works.com/DebateDtl.aspx?ety=3281c1c7-3961-43c6-a6f2-9341d03cf1db 
Migration, Families and Relationships 

23 November 2006 in Edinburgh

Whilst many studies focus on economic motives and patterns of mobility of migrants, less attention has been given to the effects of migrations on families and relationships. With a currently changing picture of migration in Scotland, including new economic migrants and asylum seekers, we have an urgent need to understand and support new populations. For information see http://www.crfr.ac.uk/events/migration.html 

CRE Race Convention 2006

27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html
Jewish and Scottish – the threads and the tartan

28 November 2006 in Edinburgh (5.30pm)

Lecture by Ephraim Borowski, Director of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities. For information contact the Centre for Theology and Public Issues ctpi@ed.ac.uk / 0131 650 7991.


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Third Sector Summit

5 December 2006 in Edinburgh

The Third Sector Summit will bring together the growing partnership of volunteers, voluntary organisations, funders, and government to take forward SCVO’s vision for a greater role for the third sector in Scottish Life. For information contact Alex Thomson 0131 474 6152 / alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk or  see 

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=617&al=t&from=Home 

Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) AGM

5 December 2006 in Edinburgh

For information contact Alex Thomson alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6152

Volunteering Assembly

5 December in Edinburgh 

Volunteer Development Scotland (VDS) event at the Third Sector Summit. Held  in conjunction with the Scottish Executive, The Big Lottery Fund and SCVO. For information see 
http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf1210x210mm_Assembly%20Brochure%20(2).pdf 

National Standards for Community Engagement

7 December 2006 in Inverness

12 December 2006 in Fife

23 January 2007 in Dundee

25 January 2007 in Glasgow

The National Standards for Community Engagement were developed by the Scottish Community Development Centre (SCDC) as a practical tool to help everyone involved in community engagement to make it work better. These four regional events will enable everyone to share experience of what works well in community engagement. For information contact SCDC 0141 248 1924.

Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Widening the Way in

19 January 2007 in Falkirk

BME Linked Work & Training Programme and SCVO interactive conference to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 



	Useful Links (continued)
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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