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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
David Drew [71900]: To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions what discussions he has had with the Trades Union Congress on the impact of Central and Eastern European migrants on (a) wage levels, (b) terms and conditions at work and (c) access to benefits.

Reply from Jim Murphy: The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) Ministers have not met the Trades Union Congress to discuss these issues.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060710/text/60710w1545.htm#06071128000053
Greg Clark (85747):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many removals of failed asylum applicants have been made in the last (a) one, (b) three and (c) 12 months.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60714w01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Greg Clark (85748):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applicants for asylum have had their applications rejected in the last (a) one, (b) three and (c) 12 months.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60714w01.htm 
Greg Clark (85749):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the difference has been between the number of failed asylum seekers removed and the number of new applications for asylum in each of the last 12 months.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60714w01.htm 

Damian Green (85865):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate he has made of the number of asylum seekers who are not complying with reporting requirements to the Immigration and Nationality Directorate.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60714w01.htm 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6639]: What action they are taking in view of recent criticisms of the National Asylum Support Service by the Citizens Advice Bureaux concerning Section 4 support for asylum applicants who are unable to leave the United Kingdom for reasons beyond their control.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Government are already implementing a range of initiatives to improve the administration of Section 4 support. As a result, the time taken for initial decisions has been reduced to less than five days, dedicated helpline numbers and an e-mail inquiry point have been established, and housing inspections are taking place on properties occupied by those on Section 4 support. We will continue to liaise with external stakeholders, including the Citizens Advice Bureaux (CAB), on administrative issues that are identified.

While the Government have made clear that they do not intend to provide Section 4 support in cash, we have already been reviewing a number of the areas where the CAB has criticised the current arrangements. This includes ensuring that the handling of cases by the new asylum model supports the transition to Section 4 support in appropriate cases, and also maternity and healthcare provision. We will continue to engage with stakeholders on matters relating to Section 4.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60712w0223.htm#06071275000002 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government:

How many incidents of hunger strikes have been recorded during the past 12 months at immigration detention centres; how many individuals have been involved; how long such incidents have lasted on average; and where those incidents have occurred.[HL6596]

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: We record detainees who refuse to eat the meals provided after three days. Since 1 May 2006, from when numbers were fully recorded, the number of detainees refusing food for three days or more by removal centre was as follows.

Campsfield House

6

Colnbrook

22

Dover

4

Dungavel

2

Harmondsworth

17

Haslar

0

Lindholme

2

Oakington

1

Tinsley House

0

Yarl’s Wood

6

Total

60

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60712w0223.htm#06071275000011 

Paul Rowen [83871]: What the backlog of appeals is at the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Bridget Prentice: The Asylum and Immigration Tribunal did accrue a sizeable backlog between April and October 2005, which has caused delays in some appeals. We expect all those appeals to have been heard by the end of the year.

Paul Rowen: I thank the Minister for her answer, and for a letter that she sent me earlier in the week. Does she agree that part of the problem lies outside the AIT—in some embassies’ delays in sending information and in the quality of judgment elsewhere, which the Court of Appeal then reverses? What steps can she take to ensure that information is given to the tribunal speedily so that it can set a date, and also to ensure that decisions made elsewhere do not necessitate the hearing of appeals?
Question and answer session continues on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page
Reply from Bridget Prentice: I have a great deal of sympathy with what the hon. Gentleman has said. I can tell him two things. First, last month we began trying to streamline the entry clearance process. We hope that that will reduce the period that elapses between bundles being received and being sent out by seven weeks, which I believe would make a substantial difference. Secondly, it is expected that 100 new judges will be recruited this year. That will also help to reduce waiting times. I intend to visit some of our high commissions to see what problems entry clearance officers face, and to establish whether we can take direct action to improve their procedures.

Keith Vaz: I appreciate the enormous efforts that the Minister has made personally to deal with the backlog at the AIT, but the hon. Member for Rochdale (Paul Rowen) is right. Part of the problem is the decision-making process in posts abroad—I welcome the Minister’s proposed visit to the subcontinent—but there is also the fact that documents are being lodged at Loughborough and Leicester, photocopied, sent back to the posts abroad and then returned. That means a 56-day period at the beginning of the process which adds to the delay.

Will the Minister undertake to examine the appeal process and ensure that it is revised so that cases, once lodged, can be dealt with as quickly as possible? Then constituents of ours who want to attend weddings here will be able to do so, and the appeal process will not be taking place when the wedding has already happened.

Reply from Bridget Prentice: I congratulate my hon. Friend on his recent appointment to the Privy Council. He is right, in that the system he describes has existed in the past; but we are trying to persuade posts abroad to stop engaging in the lengthy photocopying procedure and to use slightly more modern techniques such as e-mail so that the information reaches us more quickly. The listing times for entry clearance and family visitor appeals currently average 11 weeks across the AIT, which is down from the 16 weeks that it was earlier this year.

Simon Hughes: The Minister’s replies to the previous two questions were helpful, but if appeals are submitted at foreign missions, they can take only six weeks—and that is good. Can she direct that such times should also be achieved if appeals are submitted here in London? On some occasions, the tribunal has allowed entry clearance officers to take 11 weeks or even up to 17 weeks just to get their papers ready. That means that the service can be up to three times worse. If an appeal is successful, but the Home Office wants to challenge it, can it be required to do so promptly, not six or nine months later? That sort of delay is disgraceful.

Reply from Bridget Prentice: The hon. Gentleman makes a valid point and I understand the problem as I, too, have many constituents making such appeals. We are continually looking for ways to reduce the time taken, and he will know that I have held forums with MPs to discuss some ideas, many of which have now been incorporated in the system. I understand that my hon. Friend the Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Nationality will visit the tribunal here in Britain and I hope that, through co-operation, we will be able to achieve a better standard across the piece.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060711/debtext/60711-0869.htm#06071145000024 




	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
An act of defiance in a bleakly Orwellian age   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/65607.html
Immigrant poll could upset Scots   
http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17350619%26method= full%26siteid=64736%26headline=immigrant%2dpoll%2dcould%2dupset%2dscots-name_page.html
Glosuj na mnie (Vote for me)  http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17350622%26method=full%26si teid=64736%26headline=exclusive%2d%2dglosuj%2dna%2dmnie%2d-name_page.html
Flyers hit language barrier   
http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17350625%26method=full% 26siteid=64736%26headline=flyers%2dhit%2dlanguage%2dbarrier-name_page.html
Ali fled in terror of Taliban...and we toss him into jail   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/opinion/columnists/rosiekane/
Poles find Edinburgh firm to stick up for them     

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1005362006
Immigrant population ‘to be 70m by 2050’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/65771.html
Homes warning on migrant amnesty 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5167310.stm 

Government rules out illegal immigrants amnesty   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1015092006
Illegal immigrant amnesty ruled out   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/65863.html
The baby born one day too soon for a British passport    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2265644,00.html
Migrants survey launched   
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14904253&folderPk=85696



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Delicatessen in Pole position for success   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/07/15/newsstory8548289t0.asp
Stepson's visa refusal was racism says scientist   
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode= 

149490&contentPK=14912810&folderPk=85696

Unity is the big goal for footballing refugees   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=1031162006
Govt may punish firms using illegal migrants   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1035342006
Hire illegal immigrants and you may lose your job
http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article1180263.ece 

TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Piara Khabra [82524]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if she will make a statement on the role of the Commission on Integration and Cohesion.

Reply from Phil Woolas: The Commission on Integration and Cohesion, which was announced on Wednesday 28 June, will consider how local areas themselves can play a role in forging cohesive and resilient communities, by:

· Examining the issues that raise tensions between different groups in different areas, and that lead to segregation and conflict

· Suggesting how local community and political leadership can push further against perceived barriers to cohesion and integration

· Looking at how local communities themselves can be empowered to tackle extremist ideologies

· Developing approaches that build local areas’ own capacity to prevent problems, and ensure they have the structures in place to recover from periods of tension.

The Commission will undertake its work within the context of existing Government policy.

It will be chaired by Mr. Darra Singh OBE, the chief executive of Ealing borough council.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060710/text/60710w1536.htm#06071123000009 


	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mike Hancock (85303):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to his Department's list of organisations consulted on religious issues, what assessment he has made of the extent to which the Network of Buddhist Organisations is representative of that faith's adherents; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60713w01.htm 
Press Release 
Race-related crime statistics released   

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/race-related-crime-stats
New publications
Connecting British Hindus: An enquiry into the identity and public engagement of British Hindus    
http://www.hinduforum.org/FileServer.aspx?oID=307&lID=0
Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System - 2005   

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs06/s95race05.pdf
Transcript of Isaiah Berlin lecture given by Trevor Philips    

http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0hn.RefLocID-0hg00900c002.Lang-EN.htm
News
Increase in travellers living with squalid conditions   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/65618.html
Hindus say it's time to ditch the Asian tag    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,171-2264215,00.html
'They have halal food, but not Hindu'   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,171-2264218,00.html
400 Hindus to mark opening of new temple   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054639.html



	Race Relations

News (continued)
Just call me the Maryhill Monk . . .   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/lo/features/7023831.html
UK Hindus hold first open-air cremation in 70 years   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1017082006
What's in a name?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/56822
A very Scottish coup for art as a cultural ambassador   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/review.cfm?id=1032152006
Muslim kids set for Brit classes    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2272681,00.html 

Why no child of mine will go to a faith school     

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1821496,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Margaret Moran [80580]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government whether equalities impact assessments (a) are required and (b) may be directed in relation to local authorities budget decisions. 

Reply from Meg Munn: All local authorities are require to undertake race equality impact assessments on policies and functions where there is relevance to race equality. This could include budget decisions if they are to result in a policy change that is likely to have an adverse impact on any ethnic group or if there is an opportunity to promote race equality. It is for the public authority to screen their policies, functions and decisions to decide whether there is any relevance to race equality, and if so to undertake a race equality impact assessment.

The Secretary of State may not direct an authority to conduct an impact assessment, but the Commission for Racial Equality has the power to issue a compliance notice to public authorities if the Commission believes that the authority is failing in its duties to promote race equality.
Reply continued on next page


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Question (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
Under the forthcoming public sector duties on disability equality (to come into effect December 2006) and gender equality (April 2007), local authorities will be required to carry out impact assessments on their current or proposed policies and practices which will help them achieve disability and gender equality in their activities and business planning process. These duties will be enforceable by the Disability Rights Commission and the Equal Opportunities Commission, respectively. The Commission for Equality and Human Rights will take over these enforcement powers from October 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060710/text/60710w1537.htm#06071123000017 
New publications
Talk on Trial: Job interviews, language and ethnicity

Report  http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2005-2006/rrep344.pdf 

Summary   http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/summ2005-2006/344summ.pdf 

Ethnic minority perceptions and experiences of Jobcentre Plus    

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2005-2006/rrep349.pdf
Jobcentre Plus customer satisfaction: ethnic minority booster survey 2005 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2005-2006/rrep338.pdf
Ethnic penalties in the labour market: Employers and discrimination    

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2005-2006/rrep341.pdf
Ethnic minority populations and the labour market: an analysis of the 1991 and 2001 Census   

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2005-2006/Report333.pdf
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Kevan Jones [79833] what assessment he has made of the work of his Department in assisting organisations who aim to enable veterans and survivors of (a) war and (b) the Holocaust to share their experiences with children and young people; 

[79834] what support his Department gives to organisations that aim to enable veterans of (a) war and (b) the Holocaust to share their experiences with children and young people.

Reply from Tom Watson: There are a number of programmes designed to enable veterans to share their experiences with young people. Funding has been made available to support such programmes through the Veterans Challenge Fund and through regional funding for Veterans Day events. As part of its “Their Past Your Future” programme linked to the commemoration of the 60(th) Anniversary of the end of the Second World War, the Big Lottery Fund has also provided money to facilitate World War II veterans sharing their war experiences with children and young people.

We are currently discussing with the Holocaust Education Trust how we might bring together veteran liberators and holocaust survivors as part of future Veterans Day events.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060710/text/60710w1520.htm#06071035000026 

Chris Huhne (85945):To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, how many incidents of reported (a) racist and (b) homophobic bullying there have been in schools in (i) rural and (ii) non-rural areas in each year since 1997; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60714w01.htm
Westminster Statement
Gerry Sutcliffe (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department): Further to the written statement of my hon. Friend the Member for Slough (Fiona McTaggart), then the Under-Secretary for State for the Home Department, on 30 March 2006, Official Report, Column 89WS, announcing the publication of the 2005 Race and Criminal Justice Statistics, the statistics were temporarily withdrawn from the public domain following the emergence of inaccuracies relating to the racist incidents data. The Home Office has been working closely with Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) to verify the statistics and checking is now complete. The statistics have been published today with some amendments in relation to the racist incidents and stop and search data. We regret any confusion resulting from the need to temporarily withdraw the statistics from the public domain.

The Government are committed to ensuring our statistics provide an accurate picture of black and minority ethnic groups' experiences of the criminal justice system and has been working to prevent future problems and improve the consistency and robustness of the data we collect. We will shortly be publishing a major review of the race and criminal justice statistics and our response which will set out our programme of work to improve data we collect on black and minority ethnic groups' experiences of the criminal justice system.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060710/wmstext/60710m0127.htm#06071014000006 


	Racism (continued)
News
Police to probe BBC race hate   
http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17349833%26method=full%26siteid=64736%26headline=exclusive%2 

d%2dpolice%2dto%2dprobe%2dbbc%2drace%2dhate-name_page.html

BBC's Newsnight is accused of inciting racial hatred (3rd item)    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1003252006
Police probe BBC 'English car' attack   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054574.html
Row over pizza led to racial abuse case   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14892537&folderPk=85696
Asian lands in court over racist tirade   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054732.html
£30,000 payout for race discrimination   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1003222006
Police hunting racist girl gang   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1026112006
We must understand why racist belief systems persist

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1817571,00.html 

Appeal for witnesses after racial abuse in Edinburgh   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1030362006
Islamaphobia cannot be accepted by any institution   

http://www.sundayherald.com/56674
HSBC pays compensation for worker's 'I hate foreigners' comment   
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=395763&in_page_id=1770
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Question
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6792]: Why they have reduced the budget of the Equal Opportunities Commission.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: All government departments are under financial pressure and this has resulted in some non-departmental public bodies facing a reduced funding allocation. However the Equal Opportunities Commission baseline budget allocation of just over £8 million (£8,005,000) for 2006-07 has not been reduced. Additional funding of £1 million has been promised, of which £500,000 is ring fenced for gender equality duty. Last year 2005-06 the Department of Trade and Industry provided additional funding of £1.75 million to cover specific one-off items including gender duty, transition to the Commission for Equality and Human Rights and a new general formal investigation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60714w0229.htm#06071471000012 

TOP



	New Publication
Parenting in multi-racial Britain    

http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/0396.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Burka-wearing pickpockets sought by police    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1028622006
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 

Adult Support and Protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1

** Animal Health and Welfare Bill

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-aspassed.pdf 

Received Royal Assent 11 July 2006
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 2

Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 report

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/reports-06/j1r06-10-vol01-01.htm 

** Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-aspassed.pdf 

Received Royal Assent 13 July 2006
Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Stage 1 




	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Second Reading

** Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Committee Stage, house of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60710-0886.htm#0607106000004 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60710-0891.htm#06071018000001 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60710-0897.htm#06071028000001 

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Improving the Health and Nutrition of Scotland’s Children (31 July 2006)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/113711/0027629.pdf
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (11 August 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/cj206-003.htm 
Adult Support and Protection Bill (18 August 2006)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/inquiries/adultSupport/he-adultSupport-call.htm 

Asylum Qualification Directive Consultation (28 August 2006)
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/consultation-paper.pdf?view=Binary 

Associated documents:

Summary of Consultation Paper

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/synopsis.pdf?view=Binary 
EU Directive

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/eu-directive.pdf?view=Binary 

Draft Immigration Rules

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/draft-immigration-rules.pdf?view=Binary 

Draft Regulation

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/draft-regulation.pdf?view=Binary 
Subordinate Legislation Committee Inquiry into the Regulatory Framework in Scotland  

(8 September)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/subleg/reports-06/sur06-21-00.htm
Transforming Public Services: The Next Phase of Reform   (no closing date given)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/130092/0031160.pdf
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

Learning Uncovered (for Black and Minority Ethnic Voluntary Organisations)

15 August in Edinburgh

Half day seminar to find out how to make learning more accessible for your organisation; provides examples of the benefits of learning as well as introducing you to organisations that can help you access information, advice and funding for learning. For information contact Shanliza learndirectscotland@starkeventsuk.com / 0141 357 2235
Festival of Politics

23-26 August 2006 in Edinburgh

Festival at the Scottish Parliament bringing together the worlds of politics, media and the arts through performance, discussion and debate. Discussion topics include conflict in the Middle East, Culloden, Scottish Identity and the health of political democracy and entrepreneurship. Some of the Parliament's leading politicians have agreed to field questions from the public during a special edition of Parliamentary question time. For information see http://www.festivalofpolitics.org.uk/index.htm 
** Positive Action in Housing AGM

1 September 2006 in Glasgow

For information and to book a place contact PAIH home@paih.org / 0141 353 2220
** What’s faith got to do with it?

5 September 2006 in Glasgow

A conference to explore the common ground between community regeneration and Scotland’s different faith communities, highlighting a diverse range of projects and showing how regeneration is approached by groups working from a faith perspective. For information and booking form contact Lynn Burnett lynn@faithincommunityscotland.org / 0141 353 0686 or see 

http://www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/stellent/groups/public/documents/webpages/cs_006607.hcsp#P32_2882 
Equality and Diversity Training

19 September in Inverness

Seminar exploring the myths and facts surrounding the six equality strands - race, gender, disability, religion and belief, sexual orientation and age. For information phone or e-mail 01463 258800 /  enquiries@fairwayshouse.org.uk
** Race and Regeneration conference

19 September 2006 in Glasgow

Key Lessons from Birmingham Race Action Partnership; Equality Input of Regeneration Outcome Agreements (ROAs); How can the Scottish Index of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation be made for relevant for Race Equality; Community Engagement – how real is it? For information contact Ingrid McClements 0141 572 1140  / Ingrid@gara.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow

Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk 
CRE Race Convention 2006
27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 or see http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk



	Useful Links (continued)
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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