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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Judd asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6016]: What consideration they have given to the recommendations by Church Action on Poverty concerning the destitution, homelessness and vulnerability of many asylum seekers.

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The National Asylum Support Service (NASS) makes available support and accommodation for asylum seekers, who would otherwise be destitute, from the time they claim asylum in the UK to the determination of their claim. Asylum seekers whose claims are unsuccessful are required to leave the UK. NASS support cannot and should not be continued indefinitely for those who have no legal basis to remain in the UK. Under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, support and accommodation continues to be available for failed asylum seekers who are destitute and unable to leave the UK immediately due to circumstances entirely beyond their control. If there are problems in accessing support for such individuals, their cases should be notified to NASS for resolution.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703w0192.htm#06070336000002 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Baroness Anelay of St Johns asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6242]: What criteria the Home Office now applies when dispersing asylum seekers across the country.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: In considering dispersal, a range of issues is taken into consideration, such as an adequate supply of suitable accommodation and relevant support services with the aim of maintaining good community cohesion. Under the new regional accommodation contracts, the arrangements for placing asylum seekers are now considered on a regular basis by regional strategic groups. Key local stakeholders including local authorities, the police, the health sector, the voluntary sector and the accommodation providers are represented.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703w0192.htm#06070336000003 

Lord Morris of Manchester asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6315]: What provision is made by the Home Office and the National Asylum Support Service to meet the needs of disabled asylum seekers; and what records are kept of disabled asylum seekers as part of the application process.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Details of any disability which an asylum seeker raises during the interview process in relation to their asylum claim will be fully taken into account. Special arrangements may also be made for the interview to take place to ensure that claimants with disabilities are able to present their case effectively. Claims for the grant of asylum are decided on their individual merits, against the criteria set out in the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. Particular attention is paid to claims where the disability is the result of the alleged persecution or the disability is the reason for the alleged persecution. The National Asylum Support Service (NASS) considers the circumstances of all destitute asylum seekers when assessing their applications for asylum support. It takes into account particular needs when providing accommodation. Information relating to disabled asylum seekers is recorded on individual case files.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703w0192.htm#06070336000004 

Lord Turnberg asked Her Majesty's Government[HL6051]: What is their assessment of recent changes to the immigration rules requiring overseas doctors already in training in the United Kingdom to apply for work permits.

Reply from Lord Warner: The Department of Health worked with the Home Office to put in place transitional arrangements. Those doctors and dentists offered a relevant training programme before the changes were announced have the opportunity to complete that programme.

Overseas doctors and dentists will still be able to come and train in the United Kingdom. They will now need to meet the requirements of an employment category of the immigration rules—such as the work permit requirements—in line with the immigration rules for other professions.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703w0192.htm#06070336000017 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Alistair Carmichael  [80915]: What discussions he has had with Ministers in the Home Office about the deportation from Scotland of foreign nationals who have served sentences of imprisonment.

Reply from David Cairns: My right hon. Friend has regular discussions with ministerial colleagues on a range of issues affecting Scotland.

Alistair Carmichael: When the Secretary of State next meets officials from the Home Office, will he raise with them the question of the bail policy operated by the immigration and nationality directorate? It has become apparent to me while I have been pursuing the case of my constituent Sakchai Makao that the Home Office operates a presumption against bail. Can the Minister tell the House how that can possibly be compatible with the European convention on human rights, under which there is supposed to be a presumption in favour of bail?

Reply from David Cairns: I recognise the concern that there has been in the hon. Gentleman’s constituency about the case he mentions. He is experienced enough a parliamentarian to know that I cannot comment on the particular case, especially as a judgment is due to be made soon. Everything that the Government do in that regard is consistent with our obligations under the ECHR, and the hon. Gentleman will have an opportunity, should he wish, to raise the matter directly with the Home Secretary at the next Home Office Question Time.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060704/debtext/60704-0773.htm#06070452000029 
Grant Shapps (82699):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to his Answer of 19th June 2006, Official Report, columns 1666-8W, on asylum/immigration, how many individuals were held in each immigration holding, reception and removal centre in each year since 2004-05.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60704w01.htm 

Damian Green (83091):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many ministerial approvals have been given for the detention of a child in an immigration detention centre for more than 28 days in each month of 2006; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm 

Anthony Steen (82616):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many unaccompanied children have entered the UK in each of the last three years; how many of them have (a) been returned immediately to their country of origin, (b) been granted indefinite leave to remain and (c) entered the UK and subsequently been returned to their country of origin as the result of a failed asylum claim; and what proportion (c) were (i) under 18 years and (ii) over 18 years at the time of their deportation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Early Day Motion
 Lynne Jones (2487) Reform of section 4 support for asylum seekers - That this House notes that since 2003 there has been a 15-fold increase in the number of failed asylum seekers in receipt of Section 4 support, on the basis that they are temporarily unable to leave the UK for reasons beyond their control; further notes that the Citizen's Advice Bureau (CAB) evidence briefing of June 2006 reports that the National Asylum Support Service (NASS) failed to respond adequately to this increase and, during 2005, delay and error in processing applications and delivery of support became commonplace, resulting in numerous cases of avoidable destitution; recalls that the Section 4 regime, set up in 2000 was intended as a short-term and discretionary support system for a very small number of hard cases but notes it is now a large-scale and largely long-term regime; further notes that the CAB reports that NASS has begun to address the administrative failures that have led to this situation but remains concerned that reform is needed to remove hardship; and therefore calls on the Home Office to incorporate CAB's recommendations on Section 4 into its New Asylum Model, including that all Section 4 subsistence support be provided in cash with supported individuals given full access to free NHS treatment, all pregnant failed asylum seekers be entitled to Section 4 support and accommodation, irrespective of the length of pregnancy and that supported individuals who are also subject to Immigration Service reporting conditions should have full access to the scheme for payment of associated travel expenses.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/60703e01.htm 

European Parliament Resolutions

Strategies and Means for the Integration of Immigrants in the European Union
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2006-0318&language=EN 

Development and Migration
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2006-0319&language=EN 
Transnational Organised Crime (the smuggling of migrants)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2006-0281&language=EN 




	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
European Parliamentary Questions
Roberta Angelilli and Romano La Russa: The phenomenon of illegal migration has been increasing over the recent years. In the summer the southern borders of the EU are constantly breached by illegal migrants transported mainly from Africa by merciless merchants of people on boats in desperate conditions. The European Union must take action at European level because single Member States cannot deal with and solve this problem individually. A European strategy is needed to tackle this issue by implementing partnerships with the countries of origin, agreements on the return policy, reinforcements of controls at the external borders and a coherent integration policy for legal migrants. What steps does the Commission intend to take? Does the Commission envisage any initiatives for the negotiation of agreements on an EU return policy and for the securing of the EU external borders? Is the Commission firm in granting a balance between rights and duties when developing policies for the integration of legal migrants?

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/omk/sipade3?TYPE-DOC=OQ&REF=O-2006-0079&REF-SEC=0&L=EN 

Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert: While recognising that the goals which have been set in the field of asylum and immigration are very ambitious, little progress has been achieved yet. Furthermore it should be noted that legislation has mainly been devoted thus far to action to counter illegal immigration and has not been accompanied by sufficient efforts to promote the integration of legally resident third country nationals or to establish a legal migration framework. It should be recognised that a European Union immigration policy should 

- establish a coherent immigration policy in order to develop legal routes to migration, which might in particular reduce the incentives for illegal immigration, 

- meet the new demographic and economic challenges currently faced by the Union, taking full account of the Member States' reception capacities, 

- establish a coherent framework of international cooperation with the countries of origin, 

- secure the external borders and the fight against human trafficking, 

- establish a European return policy, 

- recognise a clear link between development (countries of origin) and migration. 

Although it is for the Council to unanimously decide to activate the 'passerelle' clause of Article 67(2), second indent of the Treaty to give Parliament co-decision powers on integration and legal migration, and qualified majority voting in the Council, the Commission is encouraged to actively pursue a positive decision to that effect. The questions to the Commission are therefore: 

Will the Commission actively seek to positively influence a decision on the ‘passerelle’ clause? 

Will the Commission, notwithstanding a positive decision on the ‘passerelle’ clause, consider as a matter of priority drawing up a coherent legal migration framework? 

Will the Commission establish a monitoring mechanism for the evaluation of integration programmes in the Member States, with a view to ensuring an exchange of best practice? 

Will the Commission undertake an evaluation of the rights of long-term resident third country nationals as regards their right to vote in local and municipal elections? 

Has the Commission considered a programme for the countries of origin and transit, disseminating information on the EU immigration policy and its practical implications?
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/omk/sipade3?TYPE-DOC=OQ&REF=O-2006-0073&REF-SEC=0&L=EN 


	Immigration and Asylum
European Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou: What measures will the Council take to ensure that European citizens take an active part in decision-making to change illegal into legal immigration and accept the need to integrate immigrants?
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/omk/sipade3?TYPE-DOC=QT&REF=H-2006-0586&REF-SEC=0&L=EN 
News
Northern Ireland back door for smuggling immigrants   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=983532006
Number of East European immigrants 'tops 500,000'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=993072006
Migrant worker figure 'too low' 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5155044.stm
Immigrant amnesty opposed   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=980922006
Island rally for Sakchai   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17332618%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=island%2drally%2dfor%2dsakchai%2d-name_page.html
'Good luck' rally for Thai man fighting to stay in UK   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=978022006
Hundreds rally to support Sakchai   
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14837026&folderPk=85696
100 MPs back battle to save Thai Shetlander   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=982922006
Reid storm as judges rule Sakchai can stay   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14866392&folderPk=85696
Jubilant Thai thanks islanders after victory   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14866218&folderPk=85696



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Shetland Thai wins fight to return home   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=995892006
Refugees in the front line of the fight for human rights

http://education.guardian.co.uk/further/story/0,,1811771,00.html 

 TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Lord Dykes asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6628]: What steps they are taking to reassure the Muslim community in the United Kingdom regarding its future security, following recent terrorist incidents in the Middle East and elsewhere.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Government brought forward measures in the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as amended by the Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001) and the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 to provide protection to people who are victimised because of their religious beliefs.

In addition, the Government are continuing the process of engagement with Muslim communities and are working with them on issues such as security, protecting the communities from radicalisation, and combating Islamophobia. One of the recommendations from the “Preventing Extremism Together” working groups’ report was the creation of local forums. These forums will allow for a diverse range of members of the British Muslim community, local law enforcement agencies and public service agencies to come together to discuss issues relating to tackling Islamophobia and extremism. They will also provide a safe space for discussion and sharing views, and allow for the channelling of ideas and new thinking in dealing with extremism. Three of these have now taken place.

The new Commission on Integration and Cohesion, which was announced on 28 June 2006, will examine how different communities can live together, respecting differences but with a shared sense of belonging and purpose. It will also examine the issues that raise tensions between different groups in different areas and which lead to segregation and conflict. Lastly, the Government are supporting a number of projects addressing Islamophobia and providing opportunities for Muslims to share their concerns.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60706w0209.htm#06070671000016 




	Race Relations (continued)
New publications
Muslim 7/7 poll (Times newspaper/Populus)

http://extras.timesonline.co.uk/pdfs/times_itn_muslim_july_7_poll.pdf 

Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland: The Twice-yearly Count - No.9

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/135167/0033453.pdf 
News
July 7 service is multi-faith   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=981202006
Community divided on terrorism and security   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2254738,00.html
Muslim Britain split over 'martyrs' of 7/7    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2254764,00.html
Islam in Britain    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,542-2254587,00.html
7/7: one year on   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,7-2254327,00.html
Britain’s Muslim dilemma   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/65314.html
Blair: Muslims must stand up to extremists   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/65341.html
Blair tells British Muslims to reject terrorists' ideals   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=978422006
Muslims in Britain - a story of mutual fear and suspicion   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2256689,00.html
Under the veil   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,542-2256518.html
A year of hope   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,7-2255284.html



	Race Relations
News (continued)
'If we were attacked, I'd die for this country'   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,7-2255280.html
Blair says Muslim leaders must do more

http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,,1812674,00.html 

MSP backs Buddhist temple scheme   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=985792006
Multi-cultural show success   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2006/07/07/newsstory8522503t0.asp
Party brings community together  http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode= 149490&contentPK=14857488&folderPk=85696
Extremism relies on despair and is defeated by hope   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=992982006
No offence, imam, but we must call it Islamic terror   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2261812,00.html
Falafel and fish fingers, my recipe for integration   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2261587,00.html
Islam UK: Made in Britain    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1168232.ece
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
David Kidney [78948]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the implementation of the statutory duty to promote race equality in schools.

Reply from Jim Knight: Ofsted, as the inspectorate for children and learners in England routinely evaluates and reports to the Department on the work carried out by schools in eliminating unlawful racial discrimination. Ofsted inspection reports have found schools’ compliance with the specific duties has improved since the introduction of the statutory duty which came into force for schools in 2002. In 2005 Ofsted published a thematic inspection report Race Equality in Education identifying good practice in schools and Local Authorities. The report found areas of strength in promoting racial harmony and raising ethnic minority achievement in schools but weakness in effectively handling racist incidents.

We are working closely with the Commission for Racial Equality and Ofsted to support schools in taking forward the requirements of the Act.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060703/text/60703w1329.htm#0607039000031 

Greg Hands [70122]: To ask the Deputy Prime Minister whether he has received diversity training since becoming a Government Minister.

Reply from John Prescott: New Ministers are offered an induction course following general elections or substantial reshuffles. These are run by the National School of Government in conjunction with the Cabinet Office and Her Majesty's Treasury. I also rely on my10 years' seafaring experience, five years’ experience as a union official, 36 years' experience as a Member of Parliament and nine years as a Minister in the Cabinet to help me fulfil my role to the best of my ability.

I am fully committed to the principles of diversity. Since coming into Government in 1997, we have brought in the Civil Partnership Act 2004, Disability Discrimination Act 2005 and the Equality Act 2006, as well as the Work and Families Bill which is currently before the House. All of these measures are actively helping to promote diversity throughout our society.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060703/text/60703w1342.htm#06070412000008 
Dawn Butler (82484):To ask the Minister for Women and Equality, what progress has been made with the work of the Ethnic Minority Employment Task Force.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60703w01.htm 
Ministerial Speech
How can Regeneration deliver Race Equality? Learning from London

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501392 
TOP


	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lynne Featherstone (82929):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many police officers in each police force have been (a) disciplined and (b) dismissed for racism in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm 

Lynne Featherstone (82969):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many prison officers have been (a) disciplined and (b) dismissed for racism in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm 

Westminster Early Day Motion
Keith Vaz (2483) Report into the death of Zahid Mubarek -  That this House welcomes the report of Mr Justice Keith into the death of Zahid Mubarek at Feltham Young Offenders' Institution; condemns without exception the litany of systemic and individual failures that led to the death of this young man; calls on authorities to consider what action they are able to take against those individuals specified by Mr Justice Keith as having direct responsibility in some way for the death of Zahid Mubarek; and hopes that in light of this tragedy action is taken to improve the conditions in which young offenders are detained and to safeguard young offenders in detention.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/60703e01.htm 

News
Aberdeen leaders condemn anti-English attacks in city   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=983732006
60 arrests as Orange Order marches in city centre   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/65188.html
60 held as 15,000 Orangemen march     

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054330.html
Gang of 11 stamped on English fan's head   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14818995&folderPk=85696
Anti-English bigotry 'could wreck bid to host 2014 Games'    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054308.html


	Racism

News (continued)
Bigots face 10-year football match bans   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5054361.html
Racists may escape justice as victim faces deportation   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=980762006
Few have faith in power of France's 'rainbow team' to end racial discord   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=996742006
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Laurence Robertson (82362):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what religious teaching is available to prisoners; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60704w01.htm 

Lynne Featherstone (82935):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the breakdown of the prison population was in terms of (a) ethnic background, (b) religion, (c) age and (d) sex in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm 

Lynne Featherstone (82936):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what percentage of (a) prisoners, (b) prison officers and (c) prison governors were from non-white ethnic groups in each of the last five years, broken down by (i) prison and (ii) ethnic group; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm
Lynne Featherstone (82958):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many arrests for domestic violence have been made in each (a) London borough and (b) constituency in each of the last five years, broken down by the offender's (i) age and (ii) ethnic origin; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm
Lynne Featherstone (82959):To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, how many people committed suicide in each of the last five years, broken down by (a) age and (b) ethnic origin, in each (i) London borough and (ii) constituency; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60705w01.htm
TOP


	New Publication
OSCR Guidance on the fast track process for unincorporated charities wishing to become a Company Limited by Guarantee
http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=09ed2e3a-c65f-48c2-a7c3-c89bcc32602c 
TOP



	Other News
OSCR removes 'dead charities'

The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has begun to remove charitable status from organisations that cannot be traced.  The measure supports the regulator’s ongoing work to establish a comprehensive and accurate Scottish Charity Register. 
Click here  to see the list of charities that will be removed from the Scottish Charity Register on July 28. 

If any of these charities is still active it must contact OSCR before July 28 to ask for the decision to be reviewed or it will lose its charitable status

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=b326fa0b-8c1c-4a44-abde-2a393b2fab77 

and

http://www.oscr.org.uk/s.33JulyRemovals.stm 
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 

Adult Support and Protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 2

** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 report

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/reports-06/j1r06-10-vol01-01.htm 
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-aspassed.pdf 
Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Stage 1 

** Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/46-policePublic/b46s2-aspassed.pdf 

Received Royal Assent 4 July 2006

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-aspassed.pdf 



	Bills in Progress (continued)
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Second Reading

** Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Committee Stage, House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703-0815.htm#0607031000003 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60703-0824.htm#06070332000001 
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Improving the Health and Nutrition of Scotland’s Children (31 July 2006)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/113711/0027629.pdf
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (11 August 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/cj206-003.htm 



	Consultations (continued)
Adult Support and Protection Bill (18 August 2006)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/inquiries/adultSupport/he-adultSupport-call.htm 

Asylum Qualification Directive Consultation (28 August 2006)
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/consultation-paper.pdf?view=Binary 

Associated documents:

Summary of Consultation Paper

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/synopsis.pdf?view=Binary 
EU Directive

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/eu-directive.pdf?view=Binary 

Draft Immigration Rules

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/draft-immigration-rules.pdf?view=Binary 

Draft Regulation

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-asylum-qual-directive/draft-regulation.pdf?view=Binary 
Subordinate Legislation Committee Inquiry into the Regulatory Framework in Scotland  

(8 September)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/subleg/reports-06/sur06-21-00.htm
Transforming Public Services: The Next Phase of Reform   (no closing date given)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/130092/0031160.pdf
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** Learning Uncovered (for Black and Minority Ethnic Voluntary Organisations)

15 August in Edinburgh

Half day seminar to find out how to make learning more accessible for your organisation; provides examples of the benefits of learning as well as introducing you to organisations that can help you access information, advice and funding for learning. For information contact Shanliza learndirectscotland@starkeventsuk.com / 0141 357 2235 


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Festival of Politics

23-26 August 2006 in Edinburgh

Festival at the Scottish Parliament bringing together the worlds of politics, media and the arts through performance, discussion and debate. Discussion topics include conflict in the Middle East, Culloden, Scottish Identity and the health of political democracy and entrepreneurship. Some of the Parliament's leading politicians have agreed to field questions from the public during a special edition of Parliamentary question time. For information see http://www.festivalofpolitics.org.uk/index.htm 
Equality and Diversity Training

19 September in Inverness

Seminar exploring the myths and facts surrounding the six equality strands - race, gender, disability, religion and belief, sexual orientation and age. For information phone or e-mail 01463 258800 /  enquiries@fairwayshouse.org.uk
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow

Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk 
** CRE Race Convention 2006
27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 or see http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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