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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Adam Ingram (S2W-25277): To ask the Scottish Executive what child care support provision exists for asylum seeker and refugee families who require access to treatment for mental health problems.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: The care agencies in each area will consider how best to meet the child care needs in all cases where the parents require to access mental health or other care.

The agencies are required to comply with all relevant safeguards and standards.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0504.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25278): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) asylum seekers and (b) refugees living in Scotland are receiving treatment for mental health problems, broken down by NHS board area, and what the equivalent figures were for each year since 2000.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: The data requested is not held centrally.

Refugees and asylum seekers have unhindered access to mental health services and support in their locality. An Asylum Seekers/Refugees Health Network has been set up by the the National Resource Centre for Ethnic Minority Health to provide advice to all care agencies supporting Asylum Seekers and Refugees with mental health problems.

In Glasgow, where the largest numbers of asylum seekers and refugees are resident, "The Compass Team" for mental health services acts as an operational support, and is also involved in mental health training.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0504.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Richard Baker (S2W-25626): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will outline the current position with regard to the release of foreign prisoners from Scottish prisons and the deportation of such prisoners.

Reply from Cathy Jamieson: The Home Secretary announced on 26 April 2006 that 1,023 prisoners who should have been considered for deportation at the end of their sentence were instead released into the community. The announcement did not indicate whether these were UK figures or figures only for England and Wales. The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) has sought clarification from the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) regarding how many of these individuals, if any at all, were released from Scottish prisons.

The number of "foreign nationals" held in Scotland’s prisons, is on a pro rata basis, significantly smaller than those held in prisons in England and Wales. In Scotland the figure is just over 1% of the prison population. In the past 12 months, 188 individuals identified as "foreign nationals" have been released from a custodial sentence. Of those, 26 were released into the custody of IND. Of the remainder, only 15 were serving sentences of more than one year.

Where criminal proceedings are initiated against a foreign national, the prosecutor will serve a notice that the individual shall be considered for deportation by the court provided they are at least 17 years of age and the offence is punishable by imprisonment. On conviction this notice will be brought to the attention of the court before sentence is passed. The decision of the court is then communicated to the IND by the Scottish Court Service. Following this notification should the IND wish to consider an individual for deportation at the end of their sentence, they will inform the SPS of this. The SPS will then contact the IND when the individual nears the end of their sentence. As of 4 May, there are 90 individuals identified as "foreign nationals" in SPS custody. The SPS has sent a list of these individuals to the immigration service.

Last week, ACPO indicated that one individual who has been identified by the Home Office amongst the list of the 79 most serious cases was believed to be resident in Scotland. As the First Minister made clear last week, Scottish police forces stood ready to assist the Home Office with any requests they made to track down individuals in this category. At the request of the Home Office, Scottish police forces worked with the IND to identify the whereabouts of this individual. Following a joint operation by Grampian Police and the IND, this individual is now in custody.

The SPS has reviewed its processes to ensure that they are as robust as possible and will shortly meet with the IND and Scottish Court Service to take any steps necessary in light of the recent announcements made by the Home Secretary.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0504.htm
Westminster Debate
Migrant Domestic Workers

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060510/halltext/60510h0004.htm#06051065000002 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Keith Vaz [68817]: What the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal’s work load of immigration appeals was at the latest date for which figures are available.

Reply from Bridget Prentice: At the end of March 2006, the number of outstanding immigration and family visitor appeals, at either the immigration judge or the reconsideration stage of the process, stood at 82,000.

Keith Vaz: My hon. Friend is aware that when Sir Henry Hodge gave evidence to the Select Committee on 21 March, he said that the number of unprocessed appeals had gone up from 22,000 to 82,000 when 60,000 files were found because the cupboards had been cleared out. He blamed the entry clearance officers and the Home Office, but they hold the Department for Constitutional Affairs responsible because they say that the cases were sent over in December, but left unopened in bags in the Department. The delay for our constituents is intolerable. Who is responsible for this appalling lack of co-ordination?

Reply from Bridget Prentice: I simply refute any suggestion that bags lay unopened in the Department or at the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal. I commend the staff and officials there who have worked exceptionally hard to overcome a backlog that was not of their making. There is still some way to go, and, as my hon. Friend knows, I have held forums with hon. Members to determine whether there are other ways in which we can improve the system. We have an agreement with entry clearance officers that next month there will be a streamlining of the process and another seven weeks will be taken off the current time scales.

Paul Rowen: Does the Minister accept that this continuing delay is causing hardship to the many thousands of people who, reasonably, just want to visit their family? What will the hon. Lady do about it if she will not admit responsibility?

Reply from Bridget Prentice: We are working closely with UK visas and with the entry clearance officers in posts with the commissions abroad to try to speed up the system. The hon. Gentleman is right to say that it is distressing for families when they are waiting for relatives to visit them, particularly for big family occasions. We are doing all that we can to work co-operatively to ensure that visits can take place. It is important that we make it clear that the initial decision is one of high quality so that there are not so many appeals. I hope, if possible, to go to some of the posts abroad to see exactly how they go about making these decisions.

Oliver Heald: What effect will the Prime Minister’s proposals for deportation of foreign convicted offenders have on the backlog of asylum cases before the tribunal? We know that about half the cases are more than six months old, and there is much concern about the suffering of individuals. Will not the effect of the Prime Minister’s proposals be that the backlog gets ever longer?

Reply from Bridget Prentice: No, that will not be the effect of the proposals. The hon. Gentleman will know that discussions are ongoing about how we deal with foreign criminals who are awaiting deportation. I am not able to give the hon. Gentleman details now but I will ensure that he receives them as soon as they are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060509/debtext/60509-02.htm#06050969000030 



	Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Tom Harris [67891]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum applicants whose applications have been rejected were detained pending removal from the UK but subsequently released before removal in the last three years for which figures are available. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: The exact information requested is not available; it would only be available by examination of individual case files. Period statistics covering those leaving from detention during July to September 2005 have been published. This information has been broken down by the reasons for leaving detention, which includes removed from the UK, granted leave to enter/remain, granted temporary admission/release, bailed and other. Statistics on the total number of persons leaving detention during this period are published in the Quarterly Asylum bulletin. It is not possible to say which stage of the asylum process people are at when they are detained. Published editions of this bulletin and other information on immigration and asylum are available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 
Brian Binley [68125]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum applicants whose applications and subsequent appeal rights have been exhausted have fresh applications being considered by his Department.

Reply from Tony McNulty: We are progressing the cases of approximately 6,000 failed asylum seekers who have submitted further representations which they claim amount to a fresh asylum application, following exhaustion of all their appeal rights. This information is based on internal management information and as such is not published within official statistics. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 

John Bercow [68224]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of families with children have absconded while awaiting removal following the failure of their asylum applications in each of the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The number of families with children that have absconded while awaiting removal following the failure of their asylum applications is not readily available. This information could be obtained by examination of individual case files only at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
John Bercow [68225]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of families with children have been detained prior to removal following failed asylum applications over the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The data on the number of families with children that have been detained prior to removal following failed asylum applications over the last five years is not readily available. This information could be obtained by examination of individual case files only at disproportionate cost. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 

Philip Hollobone [67307]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent discussions he has had with EU counterparts in controlling illegal immigration into the EU; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The Home Secretary regularly discusses illegal immigration with his EU counterparts. Since January 2005, he has attended numerous meetings, specifically eight EU Justice and Home Affairs Councils at which this issue has been raised. In addition, he has also had numerous bilateral meetings with his EU counterparts, in smaller groups, and non EU counterparts in the margins of these meetings and in visits they have made to the UK at which discussion of illegal immigration has played a prominent part. More particularly during the UK Presidency in the second half of 2005, he ensured that specific EU attention was given to illegal immigration including organised immigration crime. An EU action plan on human trafficking was agreed as well as a new approach to migration, both legal and illegal, with partner countries and regions, in particular Africa, which the European Council endorsed. Implementation of both of these programmes of work has begun and the UK is playing its full part in ensuring the EU delivers against the commitments made. The presidency also focused on measures to strengthen the EU's borders and, as part of work to strengthen the security of EU travel documents, reached intergovernmental agreement on non-binding common minimum security standards and issuing procedures in ID cards. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 
 
John Redwood [67460]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many illegal immigrants are thought to be in the UK.

Reply from Tony McNulty: No government has ever been able to produce an accurate figure for the number of people who are in the country illegally. By its very nature it is impossible to quantify accurately, and that remains the case. Although it is impossible to determine accurately how many people are in the UK illegally, the Home Office published a report which included an estimate of the size of the illegal migrant population in the UK in 2001. A copy of the RDS On-line report 29/05 Sizing the unauthorised (illegal) migrant population in the United Kingdom in 2001 can be found at: 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/notes/june_summaries.%20html#rdsolr2905 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mark Todd [67903]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what information is given to spouse applicants for entry into the UK on (a) their legal rights and (b) their entitlement to recourse to public funds.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Information about the requirements for leave to enter as a spouse is available on the IND and UK visas websites and from entry clearance posts abroad. No information is provided to applicants about their legal rights in the UK. Applicants granted leave to enter on the basis of marriage are required to demonstrate that they are able to maintain and accommodate themselves without recourse to public funds and will be given a visa stating that they have no recourse to public funds. They will only be entitled to access public funds once they have been granted indefinite leave to remain. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 
Mark Todd [67904]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department under what circumstances public funds are made available to support a spouse entrant to the UK within the probationary period who alleges domestic abuse or violence.

Reply from Tony McNulty: There is provision under the Immigration Rules for a person subject to immigration control whose marriage has broken down during the probationary period due to domestic violence to apply for indefinite leave to remain. Whilst their application is pending, an applicant will not be entitled to access public funds. However, local authorities may be able to provide financial support and can assess such cases under Section 47 of the NHS and Community Care Act 1990 or Section two of the Local Government Act 2000 or, if they have children, under the Children Act 1989 to determine whether they are eligible for Community Care assistance. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 
Sandra Osborne [68079] : To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many children have been detained in each UK immigration detention centre in each of the last five years; and for how long each was detained.

Reply from Tony McNulty: This information is not available. The accompanying table shows the number of minors detained solely under Immigration Act powers who were removed or released from detention during the third quarter of 2005, broken down by length and place of detention. Period statistics covering those leaving detention during July to September 2005 have been published. Statistics on the total number of persons under 18 years of age at the time of leaving detention during this period, broken down by length of detention are published in the Quarterly Asylum bulletin. Published editions of this bulletin and other information on immigration and asylum are available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics website at: 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

answer continued on the next page



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
answer continued from previous page:

Minors recorded as being removed or released from detention (excluding Oakington) in the United Kingdom solely under Immigration Act powers, quarter three 2005, by length and place of detention(17)(18)
Of which: 

Last detained in 

Length of detention(19)(20)
Total
minors(20)(21)
Colnbrook
long term

Colnbrook short term

Dungavel

Port of
Dover

Tinsley
House

Yarl's
Wood 

Seven days or less

310

—

*

*

10

45

250 

Eight to 14 days

50

—

—

—

—

5

45 

15 to 29 days

70

*

—

—

—

*

65 

One month to less than two months

25

—

—

—

—

—

25 

Two months to less than three months

5

—

—

—

—

—

5 

Three months to less than four months

*

—

—

—

—

—

* 

Total

455

*

*

*

10

50

390 

17) Figures rounded to the nearest 5, with — = 0, * = 1 or 2, may not sum due to rounding and exclude those whose parent(s) are detained under both criminal and immigration powers.
(18) Relates to current period of sole detention only.
(19) Two months is defined as 61 days; four months is defined as 122 days.
(20) People recorded as being under 18 at the end of their period of detention. Figures are likely to overstate because applicants aged 18 or over may claim to be younger on arrival in the United Kingdom.
(21) Some detainees may be recorded more than once if, for example, they are both bailed and subsequently removed in the time period shown.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell [67265]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department for what reasons the Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules, HC 974, has been withdrawn from the Vote Office of the House.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules, HC 974, was withdrawn in order to be replaced by HC 1016. The replacement Statement of Changes included all of the key policy changes in the previous statement, but with a couple of minor amendments. As explained in the Explanatory Memorandum, there were two main amendments that needed to be made. These were as follows: 

The existing arrangement was preserved whereby applicants coming to the UK under ancestry provisions are given leave to enter for the entirety of the settlement qualifying period rather than being granted one period of two years and having to apply for a three-year extension before qualifying for settlement (as required in the first statement);

Prospective students hoping to remain in the UK as a student must obtain an entry clearance prior to entry (this requirement was inadvertently omitted from the first statement); since the statement was being re-laid, we took the opportunity to clarify the provisions for postgraduate doctors and dentist to make it clear that an applicant seeking leave to enter in this capacity need not have completed their degree in the previous 12 months if they have been granted leave in this capacity on an earlier occasion.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060508/text/60508w19.htm#60508w19.html_sbhd5 

John Bercow [66790]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will ensure that children subject to immigration control have their needs represented by the Commissioners for Children and Young People in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Reply from Beverley Hughes: I have been asked to respond as I have ministerial responsibility for the Children's Commissioner for England. 

The Children's Commissioner has the general function of promoting awareness of the views and interests of children in England on all matters, and on non-devolved matters in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. This is a broad and strategic remit allowing him flexibility in the issues he wishes to consider. 

As immigration control is a non-devolved matter the Children's Commissioner has the remit to promote awareness of the views and interests of children across the UK in respect of this matter. 

The Children's Commissioner is independent of Government. The Secretary of State for Education and Skills does not have the power to direct the general work of the Children's Commissioner so would not be able to ensure the needs of children subject to immigration control are represented by the Commissioner. The Secretary of State can however, direct the Commissioner to hold an inquiry into a case where he considers that the case of an individual child raises issues of relevance to other children. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060509/text/60509w23.htm#60509w23.html_sbhd0 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5470]: How many complaints were made during 2003 to 2005 involving allegations of racism or inappropriate behaviour against staff at immigration reception and detention centres; and what was the nature of each complaint. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The total number of complaints of racism and inappropriate behaviour made against all contracted staff, including those employed in reception and removal centres can be found in the Complaints Audit Committee reports on the Immigration and Nationality Directorate website. However, information on the nature of each allegation made against reception and removal centre employees is not readily available except on examination of Immigration and Nationality Directorate case files at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60510w02.htm#60510w02_sbhd7 
Roberta Blackman-Woods (71114):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the Government's policy is on the detention of children and babies for immigration and asylum purposes; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60512w01.htm 
New publication
Fair enough? Central and East European migrants in low-wage employment in the UK 
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf/JRF_fair_enough.pdf 
News
Church attacks Government's asylum policy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691042006
Kirk attacks 'forced poverty' policy of discouraging asylum seekers   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=693802006
Teacher wins appeal against her deportation   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051971.html
Refugee jailed hundreds of miles from family   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/61787.html
Racist insults flew at Fort row   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14460883&folderPk=85696  


	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
MP urges U-turn on medics' visa plan   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5052079.html
‘Glasgow Girls’ honour spirit of Burns   

http://www.sundayherald.com/55676
Invasion by Poles hits 'lazy' Britain   http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179440,00.html
Calling all Poles   http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179495,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
News
Christian churches to work for code on conversion   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=702552006
Meet the real Opus Dei   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179357,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5392]: When a decision will be made about the lead department to be responsible for the establishment and work of the proposed Commission for Equality and Human Rights.
Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The Commission for Equality and Human Rights will be sponsored by the new Department for Communities and Local Government. DCLG will bring together responsibility for equality policy, including policy on race, faith, gender and sexual orientation. The Women and Equality Unit will transfer to DCLG from the Department of Trade and Industry. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60509w01.htm#60509w01_sbhd5 

John Swinburne (S2O-9908): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body what steps it is taking to eliminate discrimination in the Parliament.

Reply from John Scott: Eliminating discrimination and promoting equal opportunities are of crucial importance to the SPCB. One of the Parliament's founding principles is to take account of equal opportunities in everything that it does. I believe that we are taking that seriously. There is a genuine commitment across the organisation to address discrimination, and a considerable amount of effort has been put into achieving that. However, the SPCB is not complacent, and it has taken many positive steps to eliminate discrimination. Each year, those steps are reported in the SPCB's equal opportunities report, which highlights examples of good practice in the organisation's work. I hope that the member has read it.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0510-02.htm#Col25390 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5467]: What are the terms of reference for the Race Equality Group; and who has been invited to be a member of the group.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The group's terms of reference are as follows: 

To advise the Government about how the discrimination law review and, subsequently, the proposed Single Equality Bill should respond to black and minority ethnic needs and concerns, and race equality issues. 

To advise the Government on priorities for handling the institutional changes arising from Part 1 of the Equality Act 2006, in relation to race equality and to combating racial prejudice and race hate crime. The advice should include how work on race equality—for example, by groups such as race equality councils—can be supported at local level and how best to engage with black and minority ethnic communities, and race equality stakeholders, in the preparation of the first strategic plan of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR). 

To contribute knowledge, experience and expertise about race equality to the CEHR steering group. We will make the membership of the group known when its composition has been confirmed. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60510w04.htm#60510w04_sbhd3 

Race Equality (continued)
New publication
CEHR newsletter

http://www.cehr.org.uk/content/CEHR_Newsletter_April_2006.pdf 

News
The Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR) website has been launched 
http://www.cehr.org.uk/ 

TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
David Simpson (70553, 70514, 70484, 70618, 70360, 70545, 70537, 70506, 70490, 70626):To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Minister of State Department of Constitutional Affairs, the Secretaries of State for Culture Media and Sport, Defence, Education and Skills, S Environment Food and Rural Affairs, Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, International Development,  Northern Ireland and Scotland how many complaints of racial abuse have (a) been investigated and (b) upheld in his Department in each of the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60511w01.htm 
News
900 pupils show the red card to racism   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051862.html
Band parade is trouble-free after church warning    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051903.html
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Shiona Baird (S2W-24893): To ask the Scottish Executive what grant assistance is available to religious and charitable organisations that wish to better insulate their properties in order to improve the energy efficiency of buildings which are regularly used by local communities.

Reply from Nicol Stephen: Community groups, including religious and charitable organisations, who are in receipt of a grant from the Scottish Community and Householders Renewables Initiative (SCHRI) can also receive funding from the SCHRI Energy Efficiency Fund.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0504.htm
Donald Gorrie (S2W-25322): To ask the Scottish Executive what arrangements have been, or will be, put in place to ensure that voluntary and community bodies are able to contribute to policy making and to fully consult local people on local or national issues following the ending of Scottish Civic Forum funding.

Reply from Margaret Curran: The Scottish Executive already has effective arrangements in place for involving a wide range of bodies and individuals in our policy and decision-making processes. There is no need for us to make any new arrangements simply because we no longer fund the Scottish Civic Forum. However, I recognise that there is scope for us to improve the ways in which we engage with the public and so we are currently looking at how we can do this. I am particularly keen to reach out to people who do not traditionally participate, such as young people, people from deprived communities and people from ethnic minority communities.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0504.htm 
TOP



	New Publications
Housing, Race and Community Cohesion

http://www.cih.org/publications/pub114.htm 

2001 Census - Data Quality

Data collected in a Census contains some inconsistent or incomplete information so adjustments were made to some of the 2001 Census data. For details see:

2001 Census Variables

2001 Census Ethnicity Reports - Report on Coding of Any Mixed background

2001 Census Ethnicity Reports - Report on Coding of Other Ethnic Group 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/census/censushm/censcr02/data-quality/index.html
TOP


	Other News
Blair plans overhaul of human rights law   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=720472006
Confusion in court – it’s the messy matter of whose human rights you want to guard today, m'lud   
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179506,00.html 

Basic freedoms are being lost in the human rights circus   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179499,00.html
Revealed: Blair attack on human rights law    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,1774399,00.html
A shabby attempt to undermine human rights laws     

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/leaders/story/0,,1774416,00.html
It's your right to die if you want to   
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2179061,00.html
We'll never be safe from the slings and arrows of the death industry   http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=719732006
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-pm.pdf



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Adult support and protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum     http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-pm.pdf
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Stage 2 
** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Executive

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-1202.htm#Col3051 
Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
 Bill as amended at Stage 3

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-stage3-amend.pdf 

Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-pm.pdf
Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 2 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Stage 1 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0503-02.htm#Col25143 
** Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-stage2-amend-en-rev.pdf
Stage 3 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-stage3-ml.pdf 

Stage 3 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0510-02.htm#Col25395 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Second Reading, House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60512-01.htm#60512-01_head2 
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf 

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
New Code of Professional Standards for Police Officers (England and Wales)  

(19 May 2006)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/police-code-consultation?view=Binary 

Draft Code of Practice for the detention, treatment and questioning of persons under section 41 and Schedule 8 of the Terrorism Act 2000
(23 May 2006)

Draft Code

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/334660/annex-a-draft-code.pdf?view=Binary
Consultation paper

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-tactcode/consultation-code.pdf?view=Binary 

Review of Support Services for the Voluntary Sector

http://www.rocketsciencelab.co.uk/review/index.htm
Age and Experience: Developing the Strategy for a Scotland with an Ageing Population
(5 June 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/95588/0023136.pdf
Getting Equal: Proposals to Outlaw Sexual Orientation Discrimination in the Provision of Goods & Services (5 June 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/consultations/files/publication-1606.pdf 
The Equalities Review (Interim Report) (5 June 2006)

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/documents/pdf/interim_report.pdf 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 
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	Funding Opportunities
Workwithus.org provides information about events and news posted by charities and voluntary organisations covering a wide range of topics including jobs, fundraising ideas, campaigns and advice. For more details see http://www.workwithus.org/ 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** this week!
Asylum determination and legal representation across Europe
18 May in Glasgow

Seminar for lawyers and legal advisers working with asylum seekers in Scotland. For information contact Laura Dargie laura.dargie@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 248 9799
** this week!
Forum on Discrimination events

19 May in Skye

For anyone who has experienced discrimination or who works with equality and anti-discrimination. For further information and booking form see 

http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=538&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
** this week!
An Introduction to lobbying the Scottish Parliament

19 May in Inverness

Workshop aimed at people in voluntary organisations who want an introduction to how the Scottish Parliament operates and the ways in which they can get more involved. For information contact Jill Flye: 0131 474 6157 / Jill.flye@scvo.org.uk
Islam and Muslims

31 May in Stirling

Topics include History of Muslims in Scotland; Statistical Analysis; Beliefs, Practices and Cultures; Social and Family Structures; Women; Terrorism; The Muslim Client and Colleague; Designing Inclusive Policy and Services and a visit to a Mosque. For more information contact Meem Consultants: 0700 5 963 932 / info@meem.biz



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Politics and Volunteering
5 June in Stirling

VDS assembly to profile new findings about volunteering and to engage with people about their meaning and implications on decision-makers. For information contact Brenda Murray brenda.murray@vds.org.uk / 01786 479593 or see http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf1V100%20BROCHURE%202006%20without%20Booking%20Form%202.pdf (booking form at http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf4Volunteering%20Assembly%20Booking%20Form.pdf )

Governance – the big picture

19 June in Glasgow

SCVO workshop including: How to strike the right balance between governance and management; What committees need to know and how to make sure they know it; Staff and committees – how they can best support each other;  How to know if your committee is working well and what you can do if it isn’t; How to help committees develop to meet the needs of a changing organisation. For information contact: Russell Gunson: 0131 474 6179 / governance@scvo.org.uk 
The Gathering

19-21 June in Glasgow

The largest charity and voluntary sector fair in the UK, organised by the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. In 2005 more than 4,500 people visited the 180 exhibitors and attended the many conferences, seminars and workshops that took place during the three-day event. The gathering 2006 will be even bigger, bringing together more voluntary organisations, more companies and more visitors. For information see 

http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Home/Home.aspx 

Civicus World Assembly

21-25 June in Glasgow

The CIVICUS World Assembly is a forum for international civil society representatives to get together, exchange ideas, experiences and build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org.uk/English/Home/Home.aspx 
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow
Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
CEHR   http://www.cehr.org.uk/
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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