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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Statement
Deportation and Removals 

The statement was followed by a lengthy debate which can be read at
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060503/debtext/60503-04.htm#60503-04_head0 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
David Drew [64936]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people under 18 years are currently detained under Immigration Act powers.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The number of children detained with their families under Immigration Act powers will change from day to day. However, internal management information shows that, as at 19 April 2006, there were 46 children detained with their families under Immigration Act powers: 42 at Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre and four at Tinsley House Immigration Removal Centre. These figures are not broken down into asylum and non-asylum cases. 
Reply continued on next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
These individuals were all detained as part of family groups whose detention was considered necessary. The figures provided do not constitute part of the National Statistics and are based on management information. This information has not been quality assured under National Statistics protocol and should be treated as provisional. 

Information on the number of persons detained, as at 31 December 2005, broken down by those who are under 18 years of age, are published in the Quarterly Asylum Bulletin, on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd0 

John Bercow [66783]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) if he will make it his policy to ensure that no decision to detain for purposes of immigration control is made unless a formal age assessment has been undertaken by social services; 
 and [66784]  if he will establish independent age assessment dispute panels comprised of social workers, paediatricians and relevant professionals as part of his immigration detention policy. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: We are currently reviewing ways in which the age assessment process might be improved. No decision has yet been made on whether independent age assessment dispute panels will be established. 

A person claiming to be under 18 will not be treated as an adult for detention purposes unless there is credible and clear documentary evidence that they are 18 years of age or over, or a full age assessment by social services is available stating that they are 18 years or over, or their physical appearance/demeanour very strongly indicates that they are significantly older than 18 and no other credible evidence exists to the contrary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd0
John Bercow [66665]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make it his policy to publish monthly statistics on the detention of children for immigration purposes, including (a) overall numbers of children detained, (b) the average length of detention of children, (c) the number of asylum applications involving age dispute issues and (d) the numbers of age disputed asylum applicants who are detained. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: Statistics on numbers of children detained for immigration purposes and their length of detention are published on a quarterly basis in the asylum statistics bulletin. This can be used to calculate an approximate average time in detention. There are no plans to publish these statistics on a monthly basis. 

The number of asylum cases involving age dispute issues is published in the annual bulletin, Asylum Statistics United Kingdom, in table 2.4, but the number of them who are detained is not held centrally. There are no plans to publish these statistics on a quarterly or annual basis broken down by months. 
Reply continued on next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
The latest available statistics can be found on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at
 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd3 
John Bercow [66667]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make a statement on his policy on the detention of children; and what assessment he has made of the extent to which it conforms to international standards and guidelines.

Reply from Fiona Mactaggart: Young people under 18 may only be sent to custody as a last resort, where the seriousness of the offence or offences committed makes custody unavoidable. Of the roughly 190,000 young people each year who are found to have offended, only about 4 per cent. are sentenced to custody. 

The Government are committed to ensuring that non-custodial interventions are used wherever possible. We have taken major steps to bring that about, for example through the introduction and development of the Intensive Supervision and Surveillance Programme. 

The Government's policy is in accordance with our international commitments, including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. We currently have a Reservation against Article 37(c) of the Convention, which relates to the mixing of under- and over-18-year-olds. We will be reviewing the continuing need for that reservation in the near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd3 
John Bercow [66672]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent study he has made of alternatives to the detention of children that are used in other countries for the purpose of immigration control.

Reply from Tony McNulty: We are currently conducting a review of the now discontinued American Appearance Assisted Program (AAP) in order to establish whether this provides a suitable model for UK purposes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd3 
John Bercow [66782]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what action his Department is taking (a) to monitor and (b) to reduce transfers between different detention centres where transfers involve children.

Reply from Tony McNulty: There are no specific arrangements to monitor the number of movements of families with children between immigration removal centres. Transfers are kept to the minimum necessary. A dedicated team deals with the allocation of family accommodation and every effort is made to accommodate families in one location throughout their stay, usually at Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd3 
Reply continued on next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)

John Bercow [66785]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make it his policy that assessment should be carried out to establish whether it would be better for a child to be detained with his or her family, or separated from it, as part of immigration control procedures.

Reply from Tony McNulty: It has very occasionally been the case that, once a child is detained with his/her parents, it has become clear that there are parenting or child protection issues that require intervention from local social services. These issues are never ignored, and the safety and well-being of the child is always paramount in such cases. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd3 

John Bercow [66786]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will ensure that legal advice and representation are available to all who are detained for purposes of immigration control.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Information is available at all immigration removal centres (IRCs) about how detainees can obtain legal advice and representation. Information about local firms of solicitors and legal advisers is kept in the libraries of all centres. 

The Legal Services Commission is currently running weekly advice workshops in a number of IRCs. Detainees who do not have legal representation are able to access 30 minutes of free advice at the end of which the client will be taken on or referred onwards. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w29.htm#60502w29.html_sbhd4 
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5235]: Whether they have made an assessment of the extent to which their policies and practices in relation to asylum seekers, refugees and immigration might indirectly run counter to the provisions of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 on the promotion of good relations.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My right honourable friend the Home Secretary in May 2005 published a revised Associate Race Equality Scheme for the Immigration and Nationality Directorate of the Home Office, which sets out how it will assess its policies and practices in respect of the duties under the Race Relations Act 1976, as amended by the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, including the promotion of good relations between persons of different racial groups. Race equality impact assessments of policies and practices in relation to asylum seekers, refugees and immigration are undertaken in accordance with the Race Equality Scheme and informed by guidelines published by the Commission for Racial Equality. In particular, such assessments were carried out in respect of the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006, which implements measures contained in the Government's five-year strategy on immigration and asylum. The full race equality impact assessments and the Race Equality Scheme itself have been published on the Home Office's website. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60502w04.htm#60502w04_sbhd2 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)

Lord Lamont of Lerwick asked Her Majesty's Government: [HL5379]:
What studies they have made of the impact of immigration on gross domestic product per capita in the United Kingdom; and what were the results.

Reply from Lord McKenzie of Luton: The Government have a close interest in the economic effect of migration and believe that immigration is broadly positive for the UK, boosting labour market flexibility and economic growth. This view has been endorsed by a recent European Commission report that studied the impact of the accession to the European Union of central and eastern European countries in May 2004 1 . 

The latest official statistics (summer 2005) show that around 10½ per cent of people above the age of 16 were migrants, defined as people not born in the UK. Migrants typically have lower employment rates than the UK average, around 5 per cent lower, but typically earn 8 per cent more. Assuming that the higher earnings signify that migrants are, on average, more productive, this would indicate that migrants contribute around 11 per cent to total gross domestic product, and cause a small but positive increase to gross domestic product per capita. 

1 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions—Report on the Functioning of the Transitional Arrangements set out in the 2003 Accession Treaty (period 1 May 2004—30 April 2006).
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60503w03.htm#60503w03_sbhd4 
Westminster Early Day Motions
Keith Vaz (2068): Impact of migrant workers on the economy - That this House welcomes reports from the Ernst and Young Item Club that the influx of 329,000 migrant workers from Eastern Europe has had a positive effect on the British economy; acknowledges that these workers have helped to keep interest rates at half a point lower than they otherwise would be; and further notes that migrant workers often fill gaps in the economy where the supply of indigenous workers cannot meet demand.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/60502e01.htm 

Keith Vaz (2083): A day without immigrants protest in the USA -   That this House notes the mass protests carried out by more than a million immigrants in the United States as part of A Day Without Immigrants; recognises that the objective of the protests was to raise awareness of the significant contribution immigrants provide to the American economy; believes that managed immigration offers benefits to both richer and poorer nations; and hopes that a consensus on immigration can be achieved.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/60503e01.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Press Release
Home Secretary proposes tougher deportation laws

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/hs-update-to-house-foreign-pris 
News
A twisted policy that targets the innocent   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61081.html
Scots NHS threatened by Clarke's new rules
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14411957&folderPk=85696
College gets funding to help integrate migrant workers

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14408483&folderPk=85696
Immigration law and the NHS
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=14411085&folderPk=85910
Immigration reform 'threatens NHS staff'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=654042006
Key EU members block migrant staff    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=654452006
Stars back campaign for Chilean   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61271.html
Compounding a felony   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61226.html
'This is the only home he has’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61277.html
'My brother has been turned into a scapegoat’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61314.html
Deporting foreign convicts   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61327.html



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
'I felt I had to do this for Iraq. I had to give something back'

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61214.html 

Immigrant Poles fill hostels for homeless   
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=667452006
Penniless Poles seek shelter in hostels for the homeless   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=675042006
Welsh backs refugee fight   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=676792006
Anti-migrant party leader hires Poles
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2168653,00.html 
Interpreter lifts lid on asylum scam   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2169179,00.html
Come back and help us, Poland begs its people    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/world/story/0,,1769349,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Colin Challen [65144]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills (1) what requirements are placed on maintained faith schools in relation to respecting the wishes of non-religious pupils and parents; 

(2) what the legal responsibilities of (a) faith and (b) non-faith trust schools are in relation to (i)discrimination by religion in the employment of staff, (ii) the religious education syllabus, (iii) the holding of a daily act of worship and (iv) parental excusal from 

Reply from Jacqui Smith: Religious education must be provided for all registered pupils in maintained schools, including trust schools. 

All maintained schools, including trust schools, are under a statutory duty to provide a daily act of collective worship for all pupils. This will be of a general Christian nature unless the school is designated as having a religious character in which case the collective worship will be in the tenet of the faith school. 

Parents of pupils at all maintained schools can request that their children be withdrawn from any or all parts of religious education and collective worship and the school is expected to comply with the request. 

All schools, including trust schools but excluding voluntary aided schools with a religious designation, will follow the locally agreed syllabus for religious education as drawn up by Standing Committee on Religious Education and agreed by the local authority. 

Trust schools are foundation schools with a foundation. Where this is a religious foundation and the school is designated as having a religious character the Governing Body, as employers, may take into account any candidates' suitability and ability to preserve and develop the religious character of the school in the appointment of the headteacher and reserve teachers in the schools. 

The aforementioned flexibilities do not apply to non-faith schools. There are no such provisions for the appointment of other teaching staff or non-teaching staff. 

In addition, all employers need to have regard to their responsibilities under employment and European law relating to equal opportunities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060504/text/60504w11.htm#60504w11.html_sbhd6 
Other Westminster

Relations between Islam and the West (speech by Kim Howells MP, Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office) 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029391629&a=KArticle&aid=1145892632774 




	Race Relations (continued)
News
Britain to gauge nationalist vote in London suburb    

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=659792006
Building bridges for harmony between different faiths   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61233.html
Catholic schools' success 'will ensure their future'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=664972006
Loyalists get Mass protest   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17039106%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=loyalists%2dget%2dmass%2dprotest%2d-name_page.html
New outrage at Loyalist march route 

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=680182006
Man in court over protests at Mohammed cartoons   
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=682222006
Ethnic Majority     

http://www.sundayherald.com/55558 and http://www.sundayherald.com/55560 and http://www.sundayherald.com/55559 and http://www.sundayherald.com/55561 

Loyalist parade passes church peacefully   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61553.html
For God and country?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2155558,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
John Swinburne (S2O-9908): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body what steps it is taking to eliminate discrimination in the Parliament.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-05-04d.htm 


	Race Equality (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Eric Pickles [66290]: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what targets her Department has set for public libraries to promote (a) diversity and (b) social inclusion.

Reply from David Lammy: There are no DCMS set targets for public libraries in these areas. However, by their very nature, public libraries are institutions that are safe, neutral and welcoming to all and most of the services they provide are free. Provisional DCMS adult participation data showed, for example, that adults from black and ethnic minority backgrounds had higher rates of attendance at public libraries than those from white ethnic backgrounds. 

In addition, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA), one of DCMS's sponsored bodies, is leading on work to develop impact measures to encourage improved provision to whole communities including, for example, those who rely on home library services. This is in addition to the MLA's advice to library staff on matters such as addressing access and equal opportunities for people with disabilities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w13.htm#60502w13.html_sbhd0 

Shahid Malik [65979]: To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what (a) powers and (b) duties the Commission for Equality and Human Rights will have to deal with tackling (i) basic community relations, (ii) extremism, (iii) terrorism and (iv) race relations at a local level.

Reply from Meg Munn: The Government are committed to ensuring that the new commission is able to serve all the communities it will work with. A focus on basic community relations will be at the heart of the commissions work and a key priority for Government. 

New powers will be introduced to allow the commission greater flexibility in the enforcement of public duties. 

The Equality Act (S.10) confers a duty on the CEHR to encourage good practice and promote understanding of the importance of good relations between members of different groups and between members of groups and others. The CEHR will have a responsibility to work towards the elimination of prejudice against, hatred of and hostility towards members of groups, enabling all individuals to participate in society. While there are six 'equality strands': race, faith, sexual orientation, gender, disability and age, the Act allows for the number of 'groups' to be extended. 

To carry this out the CEHR (S.19 of the Act) will have new powers to monitor, as well as to make, co-operate with or assist in any arrangements designed to reduce hate crimes. We would expect the Commission to undertake activities to involve members of community groups. 

Extremism while not directly within the remit of the CEHR may be a by-product of poor relations between communities and associated with hate crime. Consequently work to strengthen the bonds between different groups will contribute to our efforts in combating it. 

Terrorism is outside of the CEHR's scope. 

The CEHR will have particular regard to the importance of its work with different groups. 
Reply continued on next page


	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Raply continued from previous page
This reflects the historical origins of the good relations" duty, which the Commission for Racial Equality is required to promote. The CEHR is uniquely placed to build bridges between different communities—this work will build on the CRE's local race equality work, undertaken through the network of race equality councils and others. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060502/text/60502w15.htm#60502w15.html_sbhd4 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5394]: What links have been established by the women's equality unit with the ethnic minority communities.

Reply from Lord Sainsbury of Turville: The Women and Equality Unit maintains a continuous and open dialogue with ethnic minority communities in close collaboration with the officials from the Home Office. 

In particular, Ministerial colleagues from the DTI and Home Office wrote on 18 March to a cross-section of black and minority ethnic community representatives, inviting them to join a new race equality group. This group will advise on both the work on the Discrimination Law Review and the transitional arrangements and priorities for race equality and race relations, within the context of the establishment of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR). 

It is hoped that the first meeting of this group will take place in May. Both Ministers and officials will participate in the work of this group. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60504w04.htm#60504w04_sbhd1 
News
Police chief admits force is seen as ‘too white’    
http://www.sundayherald.com/55575
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Ashok Kumar (67192):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people have been convicted of (a) (i) racist and (ii) homophobic crimes and (b) religiously aggravated crimes in each year since 1997 in (A) each region in England and (B) the Tees Valley.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60502w01.htm 

Ashok Kumar (67193):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people have been convicted of crimes against (a) Jews, (b) Muslims, (c) Hindus, (d) Sikhs and (e) Christians in (i) each region in England and (ii) the Tees Valley in each year since 1997.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60502w01.htm
Press Releases 
March organisers pledge to weed out troublemakers   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/05/02100046
News
Historic pact to beat sectarian thugs   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61192.html
Two traditions co-operate for non-violent parades   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=653882006
Historic move to drive bigots out of parades   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051639.html
Leaders agree deal to tackle sectarian parades violence   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=656742006
Orange Lodge draws 'line in the sand' as deal is signed    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/61264.html
Dog used in racist attack on man 

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14408492&folderPk=85696



	Racism

News (continued)

Dog was set on me in racist attack, says Ricardo   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14417660&folderPk=85696
Racist attacker linked to three firebombings   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=652072006
Man, 33, held in hunt for racist firebomber   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=658562006
Man charged over arson attacks   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=665852006
Man quizzed over racist murder    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=682242006
BNP criticised over accounts   
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=658502006
US academic attacks Britain's hidden 'white supremacy'

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/04/30/nrace30.xml&sSheet=/news/2006/04/30/ixhome.html  
BNP make capital gains   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17038998%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=bnp%2dmake%2dcapital%2dgains-name_page.html
Hodge under fire as BNP boosts presence   
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=681212006
What can we learn from BNP victories in England councils? A great deal   

http://www.sundayherald.com/55571 

Bigots, racists and worthless buffoons - so why do they keep getting elected?    http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1769483,00.html
Act now or the BNP will create a society riven by fear and conflict    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/focus/story/0,,1769449,00.html
Children learn how to show racism the red card   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61551.html



	Racism

News (continued)

Players go into schools to tackle racism   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61499.html
The battle against racism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/61511.html
‘Toddlers should be taught race message’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/61504.html
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Debate on Voluntary Sector Funding

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0503-02.htm#Col25200 
TOP



	Other Westminster
Department for Communities and Local Government
Number 10 Downing Street has announced the creation of a new Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) under Ruth Kelly's leadership. 

DCLG will be the successor department to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM). It is an expanded department with a powerful new remit to promote community cohesion and equality, as well as responsibility for housing, urban regeneration, planning and local government. DCLG will be much better placed to deliver on this important remit.

It will unite the communities and civic renewal functions previously undertaken by the Home Office, with responsibility for regeneration, neighbourhood renewal and local government (previously held by the ODPM).

It will bring together responsibility for equality policy, including policy on race, faith, gender and sexual orientation. These functions were previously split between several government departments. The Women and Equality Unit moves to DCLG from DTI . DCLG will also be the sponsor department for the new Commission for Equality and Human Rights. 

Ruth Kelly has also been appointed Cabinet Minister for Women.
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1165628 
TOP


	New Publications
SCVO briefing on Voluntary Sector Funding
http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/PolicyAndParliament/ViewPolicyInformation.aspx?al=t&from=h&Info=711&CatID=10 

Human Rights: a Guide to the Law in Scotland 

Jim Murdoch and Simon Collins (Publisher: Legal Services Agency)

TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-pm.pdf
Adult support and protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum     http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-pm.pdf
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Stage 2 



	Bills in Progress
Holyrood (continued)
** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from Citizens Advice, Institute of Revenues, Rating and Valuation, Midlothian Council, Money Advice Scotland and the Society of Messengers-at-Arms and Sheriff Officers

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-1102.htm#Col2989 
** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Stage 1 evidence from the Police and Criminal Justice Office

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/or-06/j106-1302.htm#Col2940 
** Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
 Bill as amended at Stage 3

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-stage3-amend.pdf 

Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-pm.pdf
Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 2 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Stage 1 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0503-02.htm#Col25143 



	Bills in Progress
Holyrood (continued)
** Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-stage2-amend-en-rev.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

First Reading, House of Lords

Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf 

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Moving out of Poverty - Making Migration Work Better for Poor People (10 May 2006)

(responses should be sent to j-foster@dfid.gov.uk )

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy-paper-draft.pdf 

New Code of Professional Standards for Police Officers (England and Wales)  

(19 May 2006)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/police-code-consultation?view=Binary 

** Draft Code of Practice for the detention, treatment and questioning of persons under section 41 and Schedule 8 of the Terrorism Act 2000
(23 May 2006)

Draft Code

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/334660/annex-a-draft-code.pdf?view=Binary
Consultation paper

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2006-tactcode/consultation-code.pdf?view=Binary 

** Review of Support Services for the Voluntary Sector

http://www.rocketsciencelab.co.uk/review/index.htm
Age and Experience: Developing the Strategy for a Scotland with an Ageing Population
(5 June 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/95588/0023136.pdf
Getting Equal: Proposals to Outlaw Sexual Orientation Discrimination in the Provision of Goods & Services (5 June 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/consultations/files/publication-1606.pdf 
The Equalities Review (Interim Report) (5 June 2006)

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/documents/pdf/interim_report.pdf 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 
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	Funding Opportunities
AOL Innovation in the Community Awards 2006

Open to community groups and registered charities in the UK that are seeking funding for new and existing Internet projects. Organisations applying for the awards in previous years have included community centres, disability charities, environmental groups, health organisations, housing charities, out-of-school groups, sports clubs and youth projects.
http://www.aol.co.uk/about/community/innovation/howtoapply.adp 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Forum on Discrimination events

13 May in Perth

19 May in Skye

For anyone who has experienced discrimination or who works with equality and anti-discrimination. For further information and booking form see 

http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=538&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
** An Introduction to lobbying the Scottish Parliament

19 May in Inverness

Workshop aimed at people in voluntary organisations who want an introduction to how the Scottish Parliament operates and the ways in which they can get more involved. For information contact Jill Flye: 0131 474 6157 / Jill.flye@scvo.org.uk
** Islam and Muslims

31 May in Stirling

Topics include History of Muslims in Scotland; Statistical Analysis; Beliefs, Practices and Cultures; Social and Family Structures; Women; Terrorism; The Muslim Client and Colleague; Designing Inclusive Policy and Services and a visit to a Mosque. For more information contact Meem Consultants: 0700 5 963 932 / info@meem.biz



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Politics and Volunteering
5 June in Stirling

VDS assembly to profile new findings about volunteering and to engage with people about their meaning and implications on decision-makers. For information contact Brenda Murray brenda.murray@vds.org.uk / 01786 479593 or see http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf1V100%20BROCHURE%202006%20without%20Booking%20Form%202.pdf (booking form at http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf4Volunteering%20Assembly%20Booking%20Form.pdf )

** Governance – the big picture

19 June in Glasgow

SCVO workshop including: How to strike the right balance between governance and management; What committees need to know and how to make sure they know it; Staff and committees – how they can best support each other;  How to know if your committee is working well and what you can do if it isn’t; How to help committees develop to meet the needs of a changing organisation. For information contact: Russell Gunson: 0131 474 6179 / governance@scvo.org.uk 
The Gathering

19-21 June in Glasgow

The largest charity and voluntary sector fair in the UK, organised by the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. In 2005 more than 4,500 people visited the 180 exhibitors and attended the many conferences, seminars and workshops that took place during the three-day event. The gathering 2006 will be even bigger, bringing together more voluntary organisations, more companies and more visitors. For information see 

http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Home/Home.aspx 

** Civicus World Assembly

21-25 June in Glasgow

The CIVICUS World Assembly is a forum for international civil society representatives to get together, exchange ideas, experiences and build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org.uk/English/Home/Home.aspx 
** Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow
Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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