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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24743): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on when the lead professional concept, developed with the Home Office for use in the treatment of failed asylum seeking families with children, is expected to come into operation.

Reply from Robert Brown: Discussions with local agencies on when the lead professional arrangements will begin are on-going.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24744): To ask the Scottish Executive what additional involvement it will have in the development of the concept of a lead professional for failed asylum seeking families with children and from what profession these lead professionals are expected to come.

Reply from Robert Brown: The Executive will be fully involved in discussions about the role of lead professionals. Lead professionals are expected to be whoever is best placed to ensure the needs of the child are met, whatever their professional background.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm



	Immigration and Asylum 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24747): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it advocates the concept of a lead professional to help provide services for asylum seeking families with children before their cases are determined, as well as after their cases have fallen.

Reply from Robert Brown: Yes. Precise details are still to be agreed, but there is agreement in principle from all parties that lead professionals should work with the children of asylum seekers from the point at which they and their family are dispersed into the community.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24748): To ask the Scottish Executive what input it is having into the review of family removal processes and whether this is the review which was previously referred to by the First Minister.

Reply from Robert Brown: The Executive will make representations to the Home Office as part of its review of family removals. The review is that to which the First Minister referred at First Minister’s questions on 30 March 2006.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24749): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the new procedures announced by it and the Home Office in respect of the treatment of asylum seeking families will ensure compliance with the Children (Scotland) Act 1995.

Reply from Robert Brown: None of the measures announced by the Home Office affect the duties that local authorities and others have under the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, for example the duty on local authorities to provide services to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need, nor their ability to comply with those duties.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24746): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the appointment of the new Regional Director for Immigration in Scotland will hamper or enhance the Fresh Talent initiative.

Reply from Robert Brown: This new appointment will help the Executive build on the existing positive links with the Home Office on managed migration.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24745): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will have an input into the appointment process of the new Regional Director for Immigration in Scotland.

Reply from Robert Brown: No. The Regional Director will be appointed and employed by the Home Office.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-24750): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any of its agencies will carry out the independent inspection of the immigration service in Scotland.

Reply from Robert Brown: Discussions on how inspection of the immigration service will work in practice are on-going.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0419.htm


	Immigration and Asylum 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Adam Ingram (S2W-25275): To ask the Scottish Executive why there is no free pre-school care or nursery provision for children under five from families of asylum seekers or refugees.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25276): To ask the Scottish Executive how many children under the age of five who come from asylum seeker or refugee families it estimates are not benefitting from pre-school care or nursery provision, broken down by local authority area, and what the equivalent figures were for each year since 2000.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25277): To ask the Scottish Executive what childcare support provision exists for asylum seeker and refugee families who require access to treatment for mental health problems.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25278): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) asylum seekers and (b) refugees living in Scotland are receiving treatment for mental health problems, broken down by NHS board area, and what the equivalent figures were for each year since 2000.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25279): To ask the Scottish Executive how many asylum seekers are undertaking voluntary work whilst their applications for refugee status are being considered, broken down by local authority area, and what the equivalent figures were for each year since 2000.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25280): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has calculated the financial, social and other benefits to the Scottish economy of allowing asylum seekers to take up paid employment whilst their applications for refugee status are being considered.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Adam Ingram (S2W-25281): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to extend nursery provision for the under-fives to children of asylum seekers and refugees.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)

Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Rosemary Byrne (S2M-4231): Friends of Refugees Ayrshire—That the Parliament congratulates Friends of the Refugees Ayrshire and supporters for maintaining regular vigils and protests at Dungavel detention centre and for their support over the years to asylum seekers and calls on the Scottish Executive to support the group in its demand to close Dungavel.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-18f.htm 

Rosie Kane (S2M-4247): Removal of the Hazizi Family Flies in the Face of the Fresh Talent Initiative—That the Parliament condemns the continued treatment, considered by many to be barbaric, of asylum seekers by the Home Office; is concerned for the well-being and safety of the Hazizi family who were "dawn raided" this morning at their home at the Red Road flats in Glasgow; is concerned for David Hazizi, aged 14, who had hoped to return to school today after the Easter break but is now extremely traumatised and is destined for detention and removal along with his sister Marita, aged 20, who has been studying mathematics and science at the University of Strathclyde but who has now been grabbed away from the final year of her degree and her hopes of becoming a maths teacher here in Scotland, and their brother Gani, aged 19, who has been taken from his partner Lisa and from his unborn child who is due in six weeks time; regrets that the Hazizi family, who have lived in the UK since May 2001, now find themselves in danger and fear, and demands that the First Minister, along with Paul Martin, MSP for the Springburn constituency, and Malcolm Chisholm, Minister for Communities, intervene immediately in the interest of attracting and holding "Fresh Talent" here in Scotland, keeping Gani with his partner and their child and allowing Marita to complete her studies and work here in Scotland.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-19f.htm 

Rosie Kane (S2M-4246): Stress on Asylum Seekers—That the Parliament is concerned at the continued stress that asylum seekers find themselves under due to their treatment at the hands of the Home Office; commends all who work with asylum seekers in an effort to alleviate their pain and distress; is concerned that an asylum seeker attempted to take his own life at the Home Office building in Brand Street, Glasgow on 18 April 2006 by cutting his throat with a shard of glass, and invites all members of the Scottish Parliament to show compassion towards Scotland’s new citizens for the good of those who come here and for the economic and demographic security of Scotland.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-19f.htm
Rosie Kane (S2M-4264): Hazizi Family Released—That the Parliament is delighted that the Hazizi family have been released from Yarlswood Detention Centre in Bedfordshire; deeply regrets that they were subjected to a brutal dawn raid on 18 April 2006; agrees that this release once again shows that there was never any need to smash this family’s door in, drag them from their beds, keep them from school and university, drive them from Glasgow to Bedfordshire in a Home Office van and place them into detention; hopes that the Hazizi family recovers soon from its ordeal, and demands that the Scottish Executive recognises that many asylum seekers are taken into detention and removed, despite the fact that their case has not reached an end and that they cannot therefore be labelled as "failed asylum seekers", which is a term that allows politicians to wash their hands of the plight of innocent, vulnerable and frightened individuals and families.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-21f.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)

Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government: 

What conclusions they draw from the statistics of self-harm at immigration removal centres given on the Home Office website; and what is their assessment of the variation in the incidence of self-harm between the centres. [HL4792]

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Incidences of self-harm in the removal estate range from the very minor to those more serious attempts which require medical treatment. Detainees who self-harm may be treated within the centre or externally in hospital as appropriate. Most incidences, fortunately, occur at the lower end of the scale. There may be many reasons for the variation in incidences of self-harm between centres—length of stay, size and location of centre, fear of imminent removal and frustration of the removal process. All Detainee Custody Officers in removal centres are trained to the standard delivered within the Prison Service to help identify and prevent suicide and self-harm. They are also trained in accordance with their particular centre's own suicide and self-harm prevention strategy and procedures. Additionally, notices in various languages are displayed in all centres setting out that, where a detainee has a concern about a fellow detainee, this should be brought to the attention of a member of staff. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60418w07.htm#60418w07_sbhd1 
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4788]: Further to the answer by the Lord Bassam of Brighton on 15 February (HL Deb, col. 1151), what urgent steps they have taken or are taking to review chaplaincy arrangements in immigration detention centres.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: I am satisfied that the current arrangements for the provision of religious affairs in immigration removal centres work well. No concerns have been raised by detainees about these arrangements; nor has HM Chief Inspector of Prisons in her inspections of individual centres, the independent monitoring boards in each centre, or the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman made us aware of any inadequacies in this area. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60419w04.htm#60419w04_sbhd3 

Damian Green [50648]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many complaints of racism by removal centre employees his Department received from detained asylum seekers in each of the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The total number of complaints of racism made against all contracted staff, including those employed in removal centres can be found in the Complaints Audit Committee reports on the Immigration and Nationality Directorate website. However, information on the number of complaints of racism made by detained asylum seekers against removal centre employees is not readily available except on examination of Immigration and Nationality Directorate case files at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w72.htm#60418w72.html_sbhd4 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green [63832]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many failed asylum seekers left the UK in (a) January and (b) February under the pilot voluntary assisted return and reintegration programme.

Reply from Tony McNulty: In order to be eligible for return under VARRP (Voluntary Assisted Return and Reintegration Programmes) the applicant must have either a current asylum application awaiting consideration or they must be a failed asylum seeker. 

The number of people who left the UK under VARRP in January was 318 and in February 452. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w72.htm#60418w72.html_sbhd4 
 
Damian Green [63833]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many failed asylum seekers, who had exhausted all appeals, absconded prior to deportation in 2005. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: Information on the number of failed asylum seekers, who had exhausted all appeals, absconded prior to deportation in 2005 is not readily available. This information could only be obtained by examination of individual case files at disproportionate cost.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w72.htm#60418w72.html_sbhd4  
Douglas Carswell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether an asylum seeker who has made a voluntary return and who later returned to the UK has the right to make a further claim for asylum. [63983]

Reply from Tony McNulty: Where the person's original claim was refused and the further submissions they make on return to the United Kingdom do not satisfy us they are a refugee and contain nothing that is both new and creates a realistic prospect of success we will not regard it as a fresh asylum claim and may remove the person with no in country right of appeal. Even if we accept the further submissions amount to a fresh asylum claim there are provisions to prevent any appeal against refusal of that claim where there is no satisfactory reason why the details of the new claim were not provided earlier, or to prevent any in country appeal where we consider the claim to be clearly unfounded. In assessing the claims made by those who have previously returned voluntarily we will take appropriate account of that return when assessing the merits of their present claim to fear persecution in their country of origin.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w72.htm#60418w72.html_sbhd4 



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nick Hurd [43168]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum seekers with a criminal record have been given indefinite leave to remain in (a) the last 12 months and (b) the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Applications for asylum can be refused where a person has committed a serious non-political crime outside the UK or has committed a particularly serious crime in or outside the UK. Information about any criminal record is held on the individual case records but is not collated centrally: the total number of asylum seekers with criminal records who have been granted indefinite leave to remain, therefore, is not available and could be calculated only at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w72.htm#60418w72.html_sbhd4 
Mike Hancock[62667]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent representations he has received on the detaining of children in immigration detention centres. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: Both I and my right hon. Friend, the Home Secretary, have recently met the Children's Commissioner. Our discussions covered a number of issues including the detention of children. In addition, I recently met representatives of Save the Children. This meeting was a follow-up to a meeting held last year to discuss the Save the Children report "No Place for a Child". 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w80.htm#60418w80.html_sbhd0 

Mike Hancock [62668]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many children are being held in detention for immigration purposes, broken down by age.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The latest published information pertains to persons detained as at 31 December 2005. The accompanying table shows the number of persons detained solely under Immigration Act powers as at 31 December 2005 recorded as being under 18, broken down by age. Information on the number of persons detained, broken down by those who are under 18 years of age, are published in the Quarterly Asylum Bulletin, on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
Minors recorded as being held in detention (excluding Oakington) in the United Kingdom solely under Immigration Act powers, as at 31 December 2005(102)

of whom: 

Age of person as at 31 December 2005 

Total minors(103)
Under five

Five to 11

12 to 16(103)
17(103) 

30

10

15

5

* 

(102) Figures rounded to the nearest 5, with * = 1 or 2, may not sum due to rounding and exclude those whose parent(s) are detained under both criminal and immigration powers.
(103) People in detention recorded as being under 18 as at 31 December 2005. Figures are likely to overstate because applicants aged 18 or over may claim to be younger on arrival in the United Kingdom.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w80.htm#60418w80.html_sbhd0 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mike Hancock [62669]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average time a child was detained for immigration purposes in a detention centre was in the latest period for which figures are available.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Period statistics covering those leaving from detention during July to September 2005 has been published. Statistics on the total number of persons under 18 years of age at the time of leaving detention during this period, broken down by length of detention are published in the Quarterly Asylum bulletin. Published editions of this bulletin and other information on immigration and asylum are available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics website at:
 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w80.htm#60418w80.html_sbhd0 
Mike Hancock [62670]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the longest time a child presently detained for immigration purposes has been held; what the longest period a child has been so held since 1997; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Management information shows that the longest length of time that a child, who is presently being detained solely under Immigration Act Powers, has been held is between four and six months. Information on the longest length of time since 1997, that a child, who is being detained solely under Immigration Act powers, is unavailable. Published statistics on the detention of minors, for both those detained as at the last Saturday of the quarter and those that have left detention over a period of time, broken down by length of detention are available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics website: 

 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

Minors are detained only in two limited circumstances: first, as part of a family group whose detention is considered appropriate; second, when unaccompanied, while alternative care arrangements are made and normally just overnight. While the detention of families with children is very regrettable, it nevertheless remains necessary in appropriate cases in order to maintain an effective immigration control and to tackle abuses of the asylum system. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w80.htm#60418w80.html_sbhd0 
Mike Hancock [62725]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what plans he has for alternatives to detention for children in immigration cases; and if he will make a statement. 

Reply from Tony McNulty: People under 18 are detained under Immigration Act powers in only two circumstances: as part of a family group and, when unaccompanied, if it is exceptionally necessary to do so while alternative care arrangements are made. Unaccompanied children are normally granted temporary admission in co-operation with social services if no relatives or friends are available to accommodate them, and are rarely made subject to reporting arrangements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060418/text/60418w80.htm#60418w80.html_sbhd0 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
New publication
Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home/laws___policy/immigration_rules.html 
News
Asylum student and family can stay   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/60470.html
Deportation reprieve for asylum seeker student   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051238.html
Asylum family still held despite U-turn   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/60546.html
Asylum student and family still being held    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051298.html
Overseas student rule is 'ludicrous'
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14356196&folderPk=85696
One in eight of world's asylum seekers in UK   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=595692006
UN reports a 'sharp decline' in refugees to nine million    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=591022006
Appeal against deportation won 
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=588112006 
Overseas doctors protest against immigration rules   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=601192006
The child who came in from the cold

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2147706,00.html 
TOP



	Race Relations
News
Travellers' post delayed

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14361785&folderPk=85696
Mess gives travellers a bad name says visiting gypsy   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14356197&folderPk=85696
Glasgow to host international faith event   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5051314.html
Ethnic Monitoring: for and against

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0dh.reflocid-0hg01b001006009.lang-en.htm 
'Too white' towns are labelled unhealthy
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2147856,00.html
Fairness v fascism

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2147732,00.html 
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4927]: Why the inspection function of Ofsted is outside the scope of the general duty of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, as outlined in Ofsted's race equality scheme.

Reply from Lord Adonis: This is a matter for Ofsted. HM Chief Inspector, Maurice Smith, has written to the noble Lord and a copy of his reply has been placed in the Library. 

Letter from the Chief Inspector, Maurice Smith, dated 27 March 2006. 

Your recent Parliamentary Question has been referred to me, as Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Schools, for reply. 

You asked why the inspection function of Ofsted is outside the scope of the general duty of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, as outlined in Ofsted's race equality scheme. 

Ofsted devised its first race equality scheme (RES), in keeping with its duties under the Act, in May 2002. This contained limited information beyond a review of Ofsted's functions as, at that time, it was assessed that the function of inspection itself did not differentially affect ethnic groups. This position has changed substantially as evidenced in the consultation documents regarding the development of our RES published on our website this year. The consultation document now clearly states that all our education inspection functions have high relevance to our general duty under the Act. 

I am pleased to say that we have been in regular contact with the Commission for Racial Equality (CRE) on a range of matters to do with the development of our RES and our duties under the Act and are working with them on a memorandum of understanding. We undertook a review of our race equality functions in spring 2005 and we intend to publish our newly revised RES in late summer 2006 following external consultation which ends in May. The draft version for consultation is available on our website. Impact assessments as part of action planning, training for Ofsted staff and inspectors and the intention to publish our findings widely are features of note. 

Please be assured that we take our statutory duties very seriously and are determined to work with the CRE and other bodies to renew our commitment to race equality. 

A copy of this reply has been sent to Jacqui Smith and will be placed in the Libraries of both Houses. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60418w11.htm#60418w11_sbhd0 

Philip Davies (64824):To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what guidance has been given to jobcentres, including Jobcentre Plus Partnerships, on the restricting of references to a geographical area to meet the requirements of race relations legislation.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60420w01.htm 



	Race Equality (continued)
Westminster Statement
Don Touhig: A key aim of the armed forces diversity policy is that they should become more representative of the society they serve. The intention is that by 2013 the proportion of ethnic minority personnel serving in the armed forces should broadly reflect UK society (i.e. around 8 per cent. of personnel should come from ethnic minority backgrounds). 

To achieve this will require sustained effort, building on the achievements of recent years to ensure that the armed forces attract personnel from the rich UK ethnic minority talent pool. As an integral part of this strategy, the armed forces have set a further round of annual UK ethnic minority recruiting goals from financial year 2006–07 for the next five years at 0.5 per cent. above the previous year's achievement for each service, or rolling forward the previous year's target where this would provide a greater challenge. This means that in the financial year 2006–07 the goals will be for the Royal Navy to recruit approximately 3.5 per cent. of intake from ethnic minorities, the Army approximately 4.3 per cent. and the RAF approximately 3.6 per cent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060419/wmstext/60419m01.htm#60419m01.html_sbhd0  
New publications
Why Ethnic Minority Workers Leave London’s Print Journalism Sector

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/print_journalism_research.pdf 
News
Home of golf to honour courage of Tiger's 'honorary grandfather'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=583422006
Scot honour for the man who broke golf's race barrier

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16957856%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=scot%2dhonour%2dfor%2dthe%2dman%2dwho%2dbroke%2dgolf%2ds%2drace%2dbarrier%2d-name_page.html
An ace choice   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/recordview/tm_objectid=16957782%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=an%2dace%2dchoice%2d-name_page.html
Scotland's main parties dragging their heels on ethnic minority candidates

http://www.bigissuescotland.com/latest_news/2006_04/scotland's_main_parties_dragging/ 
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Donald Gorrie (S2W-25273): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will involve the Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland and the Catholic Church in Scotland in the development of its Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland, in the Task Group on Tackling Sectarianism or in the Working Group on Marches and Parades.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 

Donald Gorrie (S2W-25274): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will involve Rangers and Celtic football clubs and the Scottish Premier League in the development of its Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland and in the Task Group on Tackling Sectarianism, particularly in respect of combating any unacceptable behaviour by some fans during and after matches.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-20e.htm 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked Her Majesty's Government [HL5107]: Whether guidelines are being produced in relation to the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006; and, if so, what is the consultation process for preparing the guidelines.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Home Office will produce guidance on the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 to accompany the Act when it comes into force. The guidance will be discussed with religion and belief groups, criminal justice agencies and representatives from the arts before it is issued. An initial meeting with representatives from religion and belief organisations took place on 6 April and an initial meeting with arts organisations is planned for 18 April. The Crown Prosecution Service will issue guidance on the Act to prosecutors in due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60420w01.htm#60420w01_sbhd6 
New publication
Defeating organised racial hatred information pack
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/Defeating_organised_racial_hatred.pdf 
News
Minister claims angry Labour voters are switching to BNP

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=579272006



	Racism
News (continued)
Man denies racially abusing Chinese restaurant worker   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14347412&folderPk=85696
Parties face up to BNP challenge

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4916614.stm 
Teenager on race charge

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16957808%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=teenager%2don%2drace%2dcharge%2d-name_page.html
Don't bring your hate to the game

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/sport/football/tm_objectid=16968532%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=exclusive%2d%2ddon%2dt%2dbring%2dyour%2dhate%2dto%2dthe%2dgame-name_page.html
Mature student hit takeaway owner on head

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14356326&folderPk=85696
City says sorry to Rosa Parks   
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=593682006
Asian detective in fresh Met racism claim   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=601702006
Glasgow United

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16979395%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=glasgow%2dunited-name_page.html
Pride & Prejudice    

http://www.sundayherald.com/55344
Bad blood and bigotry   

http://www.sundayherald.com/55263
Review call into police racism probes

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2148354,00.html 

Besieged in the East End, and only the BNP is listening

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2147345,00.html 
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	Other Holyrood
Press Release
Committee backs plans to modernise local election administration and the registrars' service  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/clg06-005.htm
New publication
Scottish Parliament Corporate Body (SPCB) Equal Opportunities Report 2005     http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/corporate/equality/spcb-eo-05.htm
TOP



	New Publications
The Far Right in London - a challenge for local democracy?

http://www.jrrt.org.uk/Far_Right_REPORT.pdf 
Initial guidance on meeting the Charity Test    

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=aec25378-896e-448a-bb07-906b8b715a96
TOP



	Other News
OSCR's new Board   

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=33d4298f-bb86-453e-8bba-be8b5a54a0c3
Adults scared to work with kids, claims czar    
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2148223,00.html
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-pm.pdf
Adult support and protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum     http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-pm.pdf
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Stage 2 
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 
Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd-pm.pdf
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-stage2-amend.pdf 

Committee consideration 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/standards/or-06/st06-0302.htm#Col515 


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-pm.pdf 

** Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-06/j206-1002.htm#Col2193 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

** Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-stage2-ml2.pdf 
Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/45-scottishSchools/b45s2-stage2-amend.pdf
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

First Reading, House of Lords

Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf 




	Bills in Progress

Westminster (continued)
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Achieving the standard for headship – providing choice and alternatives (26 April 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/91481/0021853.pdf
** closes this week!
Definition of the term ‘gypsies and travellers’ for the purposes of the Housing Act 2004 (England and Wales)   (28 April 2006)   

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/401/DefinitionofthetermgypsiesandtravellersforthepurposesoftheHousingAct2004PDF305Kb_id1163401.pdf 

Protecting Vulnerable Groups: Scottish Vetting and Barring Scheme (2 May 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/92657/0022210.pdf 

Provision of Family Support Services in Scotland (5 May 2006) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/inquiries/familySupport/j1-familySupport-call.htm
Moving out of Poverty - Making Migration Work Better for Poor People (10 May 2006)

(responses should be sent to j-foster@dfid.gov.uk )

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy-paper-draft.pdf 




	Consultations (continued)
New Code of Professional Standards for Police Officers (England and Wales)  

(19 May 2006)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/police-code-consultation?view=Binary 

Age and Experience: Developing the Strategy for a Scotland with an Ageing Population
(5 June 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/95588/0023136.pdf
Getting Equal: Proposals to Outlaw Sexual Orientation Discrimination in the Provision of Goods & Services (5 June 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/consultations/files/publication-1606.pdf 
The Equalities Review (Interim Report) (5 June 2006)

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/documents/pdf/interim_report.pdf 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

**This week!
Forum on Discrimination events

28 April in Edinburgh

13 May in Perth

19 May in Skye

For anyone who has experienced discrimination or who works with equality and anti-discrimination. For further information and booking form see 

http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=538&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
**This week!

Sikh Religious Educational and Interfaith Event
27-30 April in Glasgow

An opportunity for participants to become familiar with the Sikh way of life; to build bridges between faith communities and explore ways of working together for the common good. For more information contact Sukhbir Singh 07956 236 522 / SukhbirSingh@ntlworld.com or Ravinder Kaur Nijjar rknijjar@hotmail.com 
** Rights Here rights Now: Realising Children’s Rights in Scotland 

3 May 2006 in Edinburgh

Conference to consider progress on implementation in Scotland of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. For more information contact Fiona Robertson fiona.robertson@sacr.org.uk / 0141 956 4375 or see
http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/noticeboard/Rights_Here 

The Gathering

19-21 June in Glasgow

The largest charity and voluntary sector fair in the UK, organised by the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. In 2005 more than 4,500 people visited the 180 exhibitors and attended the many conferences, seminars and workshops that took place during the three-day event. The gathering 2006 will be even bigger, bringing together more voluntary organisations, more companies and more visitors. For information see 

http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Home/Home.aspx 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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