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Note: both the Scottish and UK Parliaments were in recess last week so there has been no Parliamentary business at Holyrood or Westminster. Both Parliaments return to work on 17 April. In addition many organisations have largely closed down during this period so very little business has taken place.
Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Euan Robson (S2W-25009): To ask the Scottish Executive whether changes to the immigration rules for the recruitment of overseas professionals to the National Health Service will apply in Scotland.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-10e.htm 
Euan Robson (S2W-25010): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Home Office consulted the Health Department in Scotland before introducing new regulations on the recruitment of overseas professionals to the National Health Service.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-10e.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Euan Robson (S2W-25011): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has carried out an assessment of the impact in Scotland of new regulations on the recruitment of overseas professionals to the National Health Service and, if so, whether it will publish the outcome of the assessment.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-04-10e.htm 
News
Refugees unite to fight back against removals    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/59731.html
Police seek recruits from eastern Europe   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=547472006
Council’s plea over £2m shortfall in asylum funds   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/59889.html
Poles apart    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2134444,00.html
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	Race Relations
News
Aberdeen dad made ambassador for peace
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14313963&folderPk=85696
Scots Muslims offered bank service tailored to their needs    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/59841.html
Islamic education project launch
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14317911&folderPk=85696



	Race Relations

News (continued)
Keep faith in state schools    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2135984,00.html
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	Racism
News
Sectarian songs are Scotland’s problem, says Uefa    
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/60131.html
Uefa prosecutor to appeal against Rangers verdict    
http://www.theherald.co.uk/sport/60079.html
Row over chips led to racist rampage   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14330688&folderPk=85696
Shock rise in racial crime   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=569932006
Archbishop rebukes Uefa for soft line on bigoted chants    

http://www.sundayherald.com/55226
It’s time for the SFA to blow the whistle on sectarianism   

http://www.sundayherald.com/55209
Let's face it, Scottish sectarianism is all over bar the shouting  

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=577252006
White voters are deserting us for BNP, says Blair ally
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/04/16/nbnp16.xml&sSheet=/news/2006/04/16/ixnewstop.html



	Racism

News (continued)
Labour is to blame for the drift to the BNP     http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2006/04/16/dl1601.xml&sSheet=/news/2006/04/16/ixnewstop.html
Word on the street     http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/04/16/nbnp216.xml&sSheet=/news/2006/04/16/ixnewstop.html
TOP



	New Publications
Volunteer Development Scotland Annual Digest of Statistics on Volunteering in Scotland 2006 

http://www.vds.org.uk/docs/ad2006/AnnualDigest2006.pdf 

Annual Digest of Statistics on Volunteering in Scotland 2006 Discussion Document
http://www.vds.org.uk/docs/ad2006/AnnualDigestDiscussion.pdf 

Press Release re the Annual Digest of Statistics on Volunteering in Scotland 2006
http://www.vds.org.uk/docs/ad2006/AD2006PR.pdf 

Manifesto for Volunteering in Europe

http://www.vds.org.uk/docs/CEVManifesto.pdf 

Scottish Criminal Record Office Corporate Plan 2006-2009 (includes Disclosure Scotland’s Corporate Plan)
http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/PDF/SCRO%20Corporate%20Plan%202006-2009.pdf 
TOP



	Other News
NHS Scotland has a new newsletter ‘Diversity Matters’ to keep people updated on initiatives, developments and events focusing on diversity in NHS Scotland. Subscribe online at 
http://www.diversitymatters.org.uk/ 

TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-introd-pm.pdf
Adult support and protection Bill

Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum     http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-introd-pm.pdf
** Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/47-animalHealth/b47s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/environment/or-06/ra06-1102.htm#Col2955 

** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from Money Advice Scotland, Society of Messengers-at-Arms, North Lanarkshire Council

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-0902.htm#Col2868 


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-introd-pm.pdf
** Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/44-interestsMembers/b44s2-stage2-amend.pdf 

Committee consideration 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/standards/or-06/st06-0302.htm#Col515 
Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-introd-pm.pdf 

Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 2 
** St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Committee consideration of Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-0902.htm#Col2893 
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 




	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_ScottishSchoolsParentalInvolvement.pdf 

Stage 2 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

First Reading, House of Lords

Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Received Royal assent 30 March 2006

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 

Received Royal Assent 30 March 2006

Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf 

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Second Reading House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60303-11.htm#60303-11_head0 
Terrorism Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/069/2006069.htm
Received Royal Assent 30 March 2006




	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Achieving the standard for headship – providing choice and alternatives (26 April 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/91481/0021853.pdf
Definition of the term ‘gypsies and travellers’ for the purposes of the Housing Act 2004 (England and Wales)   (28 April 2006)   

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/401/DefinitionofthetermgypsiesandtravellersforthepurposesoftheHousingAct2004PDF305Kb_id1163401.pdf 

Protecting Vulnerable Groups: Scottish Vetting and Barring Scheme (2 May 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/92657/0022210.pdf 

Provision of Family Support Services in Scotland (5 May 2006) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/inquiries/familySupport/j1-familySupport-call.htm
** Moving out of Poverty - Making Migration Work Better for Poor People (10 May 2006)

(responses should be sent to j-foster@dfid.gov.uk )

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy-paper-draft.pdf 

New Code of Professional Standards for Police Officers (England and Wales)  

(19 May 2006)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/police-code-consultation?view=Binary 




	Consultations (continued)
Age and Experience: Developing the Strategy for a Scotland with an Ageing Population
(5 June 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/95588/0023136.pdf
Getting Equal: Proposals to Outlaw Sexual Orientation Discrimination in the Provision of Goods & Services (5 June 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/consultations/files/publication-1606.pdf 
The Equalities Review (Interim Report) (5 June 2006)

http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/documents/pdf/interim_report.pdf 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** This week!

Beyond Gender – towards equality in the labour market

20 April in Glasgow

To explore how gender inequality in the workplace and occupational segregation can be broken down and replaced by a more "equal" division of labour between the sexes. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 221 0030 / heather.mcmullen@scvo.org.uk 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
**This week!
Forum on Discrimination events

22 April in Dumfries

28 April in Edinburgh

13 May in Perth

19 May in Skye

For anyone who has experienced discrimination or who works with equality and anti-discrimination. For further information and booking form see 

http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=538&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
** This week!
The Launch of the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)    

24 April in Edinburgh

http://www.holyrood.com/nav/conference/future_events/conf_OSCR06/conference.asp?content=info
** The Gathering

19-21 June in Glasgow

The largest charity and voluntary sector fair in the UK, organised by the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. In 2005 more than 4,500 people visited the 180 exhibitors and attended the many conferences, seminars and workshops that took place during the three-day event. The gathering 2006 will be even bigger, bringing together more voluntary organisations, more companies and more visitors. For information see 

http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Home/Home.aspx 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP



PAGE  
11

