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Note: The UK Parliament was in recess last week so there has been little Parliamentary business at Westminster.

Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Damian Green [50637]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average length of time was that an asylum seeker was detained under the fast-track procedures in the last period for which figures are available.

Reply from Tony  McNulty: Of those detained on 10 February 2006, the average length of time asylum seekers had been detained under the fast track asylum procedure was 56 days for male claimants at Harmondsworth and 47 for female claimants at Yarl's Wood. The combined average time for the two is 55 days. These figures include claims that are still pending. This information is based on internal management information and as such is not published within the official statistics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w36.htm#60216w36.html_sbhd2 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green [50638]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many fast-track asylum applications were (a) made and (b) refused as at 31 December 2005.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The latest date for which figures are available is 10 February 2006, at which date 3,494 male asylum claimants had been detained under the fast-track procedure at Harmondsworth since it began in April 2003. Of those male claimants who remained in the procedure, 2,901 were refused asylum at the initial decision stage. 

At the same date, 278 female asylum claimants had been detained under the fast-track procedure at Yarl's Wood since it began in May 2005. Of those female claimants who remained in the procedure, 205 were refused asylum at the initial decision stage. This information is based on internal management information and as such is not published within the official statistics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w36.htm#60216w36.html_sbhd2 
Damian Green [50639]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum seekers are detained under the asylum fast-track procedures; and how many of them are children.

Reply from Tony McNulty: As at 10 February 2006, there were 230 asylum claimants detained under the fast-track asylum procedures. None of those detained were children. Neither asylum seeking children nor asylum seekers with child dependants are detained under the fast-track procedures. This information is based on internal management information and as such is not published within the official statistics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w36.htm#60216w36.html_sbhd2 
Damian Green [50644]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum applicants have broken their bail conditions in each of the last three years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The information requested, on the number of asylum applicants who have broken their bail conditions in each of their three years, is not available. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w36.htm#60216w36.html_sbhd2 
Damian Green [50658]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum detainees have had their removal delayed due to difficulties in obtaining travel documents in each of the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: Figures on delays in obtaining travel documentation are not kept and could be obtained only at disproportional cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w36.htm#60216w36.html_sbhd2 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green[50636]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what projects his Department is funding to promote affordable immigration advice to visa applicants overseas. 

Reply from Kim Howells: UKvisas does not fund any projects to promote affordable immigration advice to visa applicants overseas. However, free information leaflets about the different categories of entry clearance and advice on how to apply is available from Visa Sections, our missions' websites and from UKvisas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
Damian Green [50649]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many (a) asylum and (b) immigration removals were delayed for two weeks or more in 2005.

Reply from Tony  McNulty: The information is as follows. 

(a) Records indicate that in 2005, 15,019 failed asylum seekers were removed from the UK. Out of this figure, 452 (3 per cent.) were removed within two weeks of their appeal rights being exhausted. 

(b) In additions records indicate that in 2005, there were 12,540 non failed asylum seeker removals. Our records do not indicate how many immigration (non failed asylum seeker) removals were delayed for two weeks or more after removal directions were set in 2005. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
Damian Green [50651]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many student applicants were refused entry to the UK by an (a) immigration officer and (b) entry clearance officer in each of the last five years.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The number of student applicants refused by an Immigration Officer, for each of the last five years, is as follows: 

Number 

2001

2,395 

2002(30)
2,815 

2003

2,940 

2004

2,400 

2005

(30)1,480 

(30) The data for 2002 is incomplete due to a change in computer systems.
Note: The data for the first half of 2003 is incomplete (see above). The statistics supplied are locally collated management information and are therefore subject to change. The data has been rounded to the nearest 5.
Answer continued on next page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Answer continued from previous page
The number of student applicants refused by an Entry Clearance Officer, for each of the last five years, is as follows: 

Number 

2000

20,105 

2001–02

38,873 

2002–03

52,520 

2003–04

72,052 

2004–05

92,720 

Prior to 2001–02, Entry Clearance statistics were produced by calendar year. The statistics supplied are Entry Clearance statistics published by UKvisas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
Damian Green [50653]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many successful appeals of refusal decisions of student applicants there were in (a) 2003, (b) 2004 and (c) 2005. 

Reply from Kim Howells: Neither UKvisas nor the Department for Constitutional Affairs holds these statistics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
 
Damian Green: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) how many entry clearance officers can speak fluently the language of the country they are situated in; and if he will make a statement; [50654] 

(2) what language qualification requirements there are on entry clearance officers before they can take up their position. [50665]

Reply from Kim Howells: UKvisas does not keep a record of how many Entry Clearance Officers (ECOs) can speak the language of the country they are situated in. Most Visa Sections have interpreters and therefore an ECO is not required to have formal language qualifications in order to do their job. However, where an ECO is required to have language skills, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office will provide training up to the necessary level. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Damian Green [50659]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people (a) were successful in applying for a visa to enter the UK and (b) failed in their visa application in (i) 2003, (ii) 2004 and (iii) 2005.

Reply from Kim Howells: Details of successful and unsuccessful visa applications in the requested years are as follows: 


Visas

2002–03

2003–04

2004–05 

Issued

1,648,474

1,828,367

2,008,132 

Refused

249,830

339,616

483,457 

Since 2001, UKvisas has published statistics on a financial year basis. The figures provided here are all publicly available along with other entry clearance statistics on the UKvisas website at www.ukvisas.gov.uk—"Entry Clearance: Facts and Figures". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
Damian Green [50664]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many local interpreters are employed by the Entry Clearance Office in Islamabad.

Reply from Kim Howells: The Visa Section at our High Commission in Islamabad currently has 26 dedicated locally-engaged Entry Clearance Assistants whose primary purpose is to provide interpreting services. In addition, there are 10 further locally-engaged staff engaged in other work within the Visa Section who can assist with interpreting duties. There are also three Entry Clearance Officers (UK staff based overseas) who speak Urdu. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 
Damian Green [50837]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the average length of time taken by an immigration officer in the UK to make a decision on an entry application was in the last period for which figures are available.

Reply from Tony McNulty: The statistics requested are not available and may be obtained only at disproportionate cost. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060216/text/60216w37.htm#60216w37.html_sbhd0 

New publications
Checking Biometric Data on Arrival - Partial Regulatory Impact Assessment, Asylum and Nationality Bill 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/ria-chcking-bio-data-100105?view=Binary 




	Immigration and Asylum

New Publications (continued)
What’s new about new immigrants in twenty-first century Britain?

http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/9781859354469.pdf 
Neighbourhood experiences of new immigration
http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/9781859354421.pdf 

News
Asylum seeker family detained

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5049223.html 

Minister's letter reply arrogant says MSP   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14072145&folderPk=85696
TOP



	Race Relations
Press Releases 
Religious education in faith schools
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/hottopics/article22.shtml 
CRE invests record funding in local race relations work 
http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0b6.RefLocID-0hg00900c008.Lang-EN.htm 
News
Faith schools ‘insane’, says Catholic writer    

http://www.sundayherald.com/54321
Cartoons could affect global stability ‘more than 9/11’   
http://www.sundayherald.com/54282
Paris faces up to truth of brutal murder   

http://www.sundayherald.com/54290
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Patrick Harvie (S2W-23442): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its policies have been race impact assessed since the specific duties under the relevant provisions under the Race Relations Act 1976, as amended, came into force in 2002.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-24e.htm 

Press Releases 
Whitehall complacent over race, says CRE
http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0b2.RefLocID-0hg00900c008.Lang-EN.htm 
TOP



	Racism
News
Ethnic minority fear over police complaints   
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=262772006
Elgin woman guilty of singing racially offensive songs in city street   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=14055794&folderPk=85696
Stars back new festival bid to beat the bigots    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5049155.html
Fear deters complaints from ethnic minorities

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1713637,00.html
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Questions
Mary Scanlon (S2W-23345): To ask the Scottish Executive what the recommendations of the Executive’s cross-department group on the voluntary sector will be in respect of new areas for service delivery in the voluntary sector.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-22e.htm 

Mary Scanlon (S2W-23346): To ask the Scottish Executive what changes are being made in light of its review of direct funding and the Strategic Funding Review in respect of funding of the voluntary sector.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-22e.htm 
Press Release
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill not endorsed by committee    

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/cj106-001.htm
TOP



	European Parliament
Resolution on the right to freedom of expression and respect for religious beliefs
http://www.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade3?TYPE-DOC=TA&REF=P6-TA-2006-0064&MODE=SIP&L=EN&LSTDOC=N 
Resolution on the human rights and democracy clause in European Union agreements
http://www.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade3?TYPE-DOC=TA&REF=P6-TA-2006-0056&MODE=SIP&L=EN&LSTDOC=N 
TOP



	New Publication
CRE Briefing on the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill
http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0b5.RefLocID-0hg00900f004.Lang-EN.htm 

TOP



	Other News
Executive forced to reconsider over ‘a czar too far’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/56881.html
Human rights tsar scheme fails to win MSPs' support   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=284362006
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_AnimalHealthWelfare%20.pdf 

Stage 1 Debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0223-02.htm#Col23431  
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from the Law Society and Committee of Scottish Clearing Bankers

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-0402.htm#Col2661



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd-en.pdf 

Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Stage 1 Report

Volume 1   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/reports-06/j1r06-01-vol01-00.htm 

Volume 2   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/reports-06/j1r06-01-vol02-00.htm
** Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_ScottishSchoolsParentalInvolvement.pdf 

Stage 1 debate 22 February 2006 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0222-02.htm#Col23364 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

First Reading, House of Lords




	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Equality Bill (Constitution Committee)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf
Received Royal Assent on 16 February 2006

Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 

** Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/en/06111x--.htm 
Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 

Received Royal Assent on 16 February 2006

Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 
Terrorism Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/069/2006069.htm
Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 

First Reading

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Shares of National Lottery money for the arts and film, sport, and heritage 

(28 February 2006)
http://www.lottery2009.culture.gov.uk/ 
Charities and Benevolent Fundraising Regulations (10 March 2006)    http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/47121/0020737.pdf
Proposals For The Scottish Charity Appeals Panel Rules  (10 March 2006)   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/47121/0020739.pdf
Tackling Human Trafficking – Consultation on Proposals for a UK Action Plan (5 April 2006)
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/TacklingTrafficking.pdf 

Sunday Trading (14 April 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/sunday_trading.htm 

Achieving the standard for headship – providing choice and alternatives (26 April 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/91481/0021853.pdf
Definition of the term ‘gypsies and travellers’ for the purposes of the Housing Act 2004 

(28 April 2006)

England and Wales

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/401/DefinitionofthetermgypsiesandtravellersforthepurposesoftheHousingAct2004PDF305Kb_id1163401.pdf 

Protecting Vulnerable Groups: Scottish Vetting and Barring Scheme (2 May 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/92657/0022210.pdf 
Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People: Policy Priority consultation 2005: Keeping Promises

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/webpages/policypriority2005.pdf 

The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693



	Consultations (continued)

Governance – What’s it all about? (no closing date given)

Short online questionnaire from the British Youth Council

See  http://www.byc.org.uk/images/young_people_and_goverance_online_q1.htm 

Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 

TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
Equal Opportunities consultation events on the code of practice for the gender equality duty for the public sector that comes into force from April 2007.

9 March 2006 in Dundee 

21 March 2006 in Edinburgh 

29 March 2006 in Inverness  

For more information and booking form see 

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/COPconsulation.pdf 

Beyond the ramp. Embedding accessible information standards in your organisation
1 March 2006 in Stirling

A half day seminar about how to achieve an accessible information service, including consideration of issues such as signage, printed and electronic information and alternative formats 

For more information see http://www.saifscotland.org.uk/news/beyo_ramp_info.pdf or contact SAIF 0141 226 5261 / info@saifscotland.org.uk 

Charity Changes – An Introduction to the new legislation and Regulator in Scotland

9 March 2006 in Edinburgh

23 March 2006 in Glasgow

29 March in Inverness

An SCVO training day to explain the basic implications of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act for charities - or those who want to become them - in Scotland, including the role of the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).

For more information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Responding to Consultations: seminar for consultees

15 March in Edinburgh

One-day seminar aimed at groups and organisations who are keen to make the most of opportunities presented by  responding to consultations

For more information contact Jill Flye  0131 474 6157 /  jill.flye@scvo.org.uk 

The Participation Challenge Course - Are You Up For The Challenge?

16 March in Edinburgh

For further information contact Debbie Wilkie 0131 474 6184 or 07748 630 741 / 

Debbie wilkie@civicforum.org.uk  

The Gender Equality Duty

27 March 2006

EOC event focusing on the scope and impact of the Gender Equality Duty in Scotland.  Cathy Peattie MSP will give the key note address and delegates will have the opportunity to examine the Statutory Code of Practice and to hear from Managers who have piloted the duty in their organisations.

For more information and booking form see http://www.eoc.org.uk/Docs/scot_flyer_2.doc 
** One Scotland Many Cultures: The Realities of Integration and Race Equality
28 March in Glasgow
How do we successfully address the problems of separation, mistrust and misunderstanding between people where new and different communities are living together - especially if they have different value systems? This one-day conference will bring together leading figures in the field to discuss what is working and what isn’t in Scotland and further afield.
For further information contact Jill Hopper jhopper@mackayhannah.com / 0131 556 1500
** Forum on Discrimination events

31 March in Paisley
7 April in Inverness
8 April in Thurso

22 April in Dumfries

28 April in Edinburgh

13 May in Perth

19 May in Skye

For anyone who has experienced discrimination or who works with equality and anti-discrimination. For further information and booking form see 

http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=538&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)

** Introduction to the Scottish Parliament and to Lobbying

5 April 2006 in Edinburgh

One-day seminar to give those working in voluntary organisations an introduction to the Scottish Parliament, its tools for participation, and how to make the best use of them.

For more information contact Jill Flye  0131 474 6157 /  jill.flye@scvo.org.uk 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 



	Useful Links (continued)

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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