	[image: image1.png]mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm





	            Minority Ethnic Matters Overview
	                                    6 February 2006 / Issue 22            


	Contents

(Control+left click to access weblinks)


	Immigration and Asylum
Race Relations
Race Equality
Racism
Other Holyrood
Other Westminster
New Publications

	Other News
Bills in Progress
Consultations
Funding Opportunities
Events/Conferences/Training Courses
Useful Links


Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Kenny MacAskill (S2W-22429): To ask the Scottish Executive when the Fresh Talent initiative was first considered; when it was first made public and promoted; when the Executive acquired the rights to the domain name "fresh talent"; how much this acquisition cost, and why the Executive did not register the name at the outset of the initiative.

Reply from Tom McCabe: In February 2003, the First Minister announced his intention to take action to increase Scotland’s population by attracting people to live and work in Scotland. Following this announcement, a project team was set up in the Executive to develop proposals to encourage and facilitate the managed migration of people to Scotland. This team was supported by a steering group, comprising external interests as well as government officials. The team’s work contributed towards the policy statement, New Scots: Attracting Fresh Talent to Meet the Challenge of Growth, which was published on 25 February 2004.

Negotiations to acquire the Fresh Talent uniform resource locators (urls) began in March 2004 – as these domain names were owned by a private company - before the launch of the scotlandistheplace.com website. Negotiations to procure the domain names with the company were not successful at that point. The names Fresh Talent.com, Fresh Talent Scotland.com and Fresh Talent.co.uk were finally acquired for £3,000 in February 2005.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0127.htm


	Immigration and Asylum 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Jim Mather (S2W-22515): To ask the Scottish Executive what the (a) target and (b) average period of time is to process an application for a visa under the Fresh Talent Working in Scotland scheme and what the longest period of time taken to do so has been, expressed in weeks.

Reply from Tom McCabe: The Scottish Executive has no function in relation to the administration of the Fresh Talent: Working in Scotland Scheme. The Scottish Executive does not consider applications for the Fresh Talent: Working in Scotland scheme, although it can provide advice on the requirements. All applications are made to, and considered by, either UKvisas (for those applying from abroad) or the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (for those applying within Scotland). Processing times are a matter for them.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0127.htm 
Christine Grahame(S2W-22589): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2O-8690 by Robert Brown on 19 January 2006 (Official Report c. 22548) regarding the children of failed asylum seekers, what the timetable is for finalising the agreement with the UK Government.

Reply from Robert Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S2W-22161 on 23 January 2006. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0131.htm 

Christine Grahame (S2W-22590): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2O-8690 by Robert Brown on 19 January 2006 (Official Report c. 22548) regarding the children of failed asylum seekers, whether the Parliament will be given the opportunity to consider and scrutinise the agreement with the UK Government.

Reply from Robert Brown: We have made clear on many occasions that we are seeking to agree improvements in a range of issues and that we will report to Parliament once our discussions with the Home Office are concluded. It will be for Parliament to determine whether any parliamentary consideration is appropriate in due course.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0131.htm 
Christine Grahame (S2W-22591): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2O-8690 by Robert Brown on 19 January 2006 (Official Report c. 22548) regarding the children of failed asylum seekers, whether the Commissioner for Children and Young People is being consulted on the nature of the agreement with the UK Government.

Reply from Robert Brown: Officials have had a number of recent meetings with the Children’s Commissioner’s office to discuss children of asylum seekers amongst other things. There will be further meetings in the coming weeks.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0131.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mary Scanlon (S2W-21991): To ask the Scottish Executive what support and assistance is provided through its agencies and non-departmental public bodies to help migrant workers learn English language skills.

Reply from Nicol Stephen: Publicly-funded English language classes for immigrants, including migrant workers, are provided in further education (FE) colleges, community learning and development (CLD) partnerships and adult literacy and numeracy (ALN) partnerships, and by a small number of voluntary providers. Disaggregated data on the support for English language classes for migrant workers, as distinct from other provision, are not available because of the way that these various bodies are funded.

However, the Scottish Executive has taken substantial action in recent years to facilitate the provision of English language classes. Between 2001 and 2004 an extra £5.4 million was allocated to the FE sector to ensure that colleges boost provision. From 2004-05, this resource has been mainstreamed into FE baseline funding. This funding has helped to expand considerably the provision of English language classes and reduce waiting lists for lessons.

While we do currently allocate considerable resources for provision of English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) in Scotland, we recognise the need for a clear strategy in this area. Public consultation on the formulation of a national adult ESOL strategy for Scotland ended on 31 October 2005. Detailed analysis of the consultation responses, which indicate broad agreement with the vision and guiding principles for the strategy, is currently being completed, and we plan to launch our adult ESOL strategy this spring.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0131.htm 

Mary Scanlon (S2W-21992): To ask the Scottish Executive which agencies and non-departmental public bodies have a responsibility to provide English lessons for migrant workers.

Reply from Nicol Stephen: Publicly funded English language classes for immigrants, including migrant workers, are provided in further education (FE) colleges, community learning and development (CLD) partnerships and adult literacy and numeracy (ALN) partnerships, and by a small number of voluntary providers.

The Scottish Executive’s current work to develop an adult ESOL (English for speakers of other languages) strategy for Scotland is designed to aid these various sectors to be even more responsive to the rapidly changing ESOL student population, including the influx of migrant workers, through mechanisms for increased collaboration between providers and coordination of ESOL provision. Public consultation on the formulation of a national ESOL strategy ended on 31 October 2005. Detailed analysis of the consultation responses, which indicate broad agreement with the vision and guiding principles for the strategy, is currently being completed, and we plan to launch our adult ESOL strategy this Spring.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0131.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Rosemary Byrne (S2W-22655): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding will be provided in the school year 2006-07 to support the education of the children of asylum seekers in (a) Glasgow and (b) the rest of Scotland.

Reply from Peter Peacock: For 2006-07, Glasgow City Council is due to receive a total Education Grant Aided Expenditure (GAE) of £448.3 million. For all local authorities in Scotland, the Education Grant Aided Expenditure for 2006-07 will be £4091.1 million. There is no specific GAE line for "the education of children of asylum seekers", however, there are a number of other GAE lines that authorities could use to support the education of children of asylum seekers, for example the line "teachers for minority ethnic pupils".

In addition to this, the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 requires education authorities to identify, meet and keep under review the additional support needs of all pupils, including children of asylum seekers. For 2006-07, the Scottish Executive will provide £12.5 million to support implementation of the act, £25 million to support the inclusion of pupils with additional support needs in mainstream schools and £7.2 million for specific staff training around additional support needs.
The Scottish Executive Education Department’s 2006-07 budget to promote equality in education is £600,000. As in 2005-06, a proportion of these funds will be used to assist in the education of the children of asylum seekers and refugees.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0203.htm
Rosemary Byrne (S2W-22656): To ask the Scottish Executive whose responsibility it is to ensure that additional funding to support the education of the children of asylum seekers is provided.

Reply from Peter Peacock: The Scottish Executive pay an annual block grant to local authorities, who in turn then decide how much of the grant will be allocated to each of their service areas, including education. Local authorities’ education requirements are mainly met from this grant.

There are also various other education specific grants paid directly by the Executive to local authorities. These specific grants have a range of policy objectives and will contribute towards the overall funding that local authorities receive.

In addition to the annual block grant and specific grants, the Scottish Executive provides a number of funding streams to further support the education of the children of asylum seekers. Such streams include the Education Department’s Equal Opportunities budget, funding to support the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 and to support the inclusion of pupils with additional support needs, and funds allocated through the Scottish Refugee Integration Forum.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0203.htm 


	


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Ian Davidson (43767:To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people are detained (a) in and (b) outside Scotland under the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; and how many people were detained under the Act in each category in each quarter of the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60130w01.htm 

John McDonnell (47066):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum-seekers under the age of 18 years are detained in Government detention centres in the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60130w01.htm
Alistair Carmichael (47192):To ask the Minister of State, Department for Constitutional Affairs, how many appeals have been heard at each immigration appeals centre in the UK in each of the last five years; and how many were successful in each centre in each year.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60130w01.htm
Lord Renton asked Her Majesty's Government: Whether it is the case, as recently reported, that 20 per cent of all births in England and Wales in 2004 were to foreign-born mothers. 

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, that is broadly accurate. Birth registrations gave a total of 124,563 live births occurring in 2004 to mothers who were born outside the United Kingdom, out of a total of 639,721 live births. That has been presented as 19.5 per cent in published statistics and, in turn, rounded to 20 per cent in press reporting. What is not reported is that 7 per cent of that 19.5 per cent have a British-born father and that the 19.5 per cent figure includes those who were born abroad but have United Kingdom citizenship. The figure also ignores the valuable and disproportionately positive contribution that migrants make to the United Kingdom economy. 

Lord Renton: My Lords, should we not bear it in mind that in most countries where British mothers give birth to children, those children do not have British nationality but will have the nationality of the country where they were born? On the other hand, is it not highly desirable that children born here of foreign parents should not have British nationality because it would give them a status in this country that they may never be here to enjoy again? I know that this is a big subject but, bearing in mind the complexities of it, would the Government consider a change in the law? 
Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, I am not sure where the noble Lord is coming from on this, but I rather gather that he is unhappy with the statistics that I presented to your Lordships' House. We are happy with our interpretation of the law, and we accept that it is a complex matter of interpretation. But I am overwhelmingly left with the impression that migration to the United Kingdom is a force for good and a very positive thing, not just economically but in diversity and in what generations of migrants have brought to the culture and quality of life of this country.
For lengthy continuation of question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60130-01.htm#60130-01_star1 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3658]: Whether they have responded to the concerns of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees about the European Union Directive on Asylum Procedures, adopted on 1 December 2005; and, if so, in what terms. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Her Majesty's Government have not formally responded to the concerns of the UNHCR, as they were addressed to the Council rather than individual member states. However, both Ministers and officials held regular meetings with UNHCR during negotiations, where they were able to raise their concerns on the directive. We also intend to consult on domestic implementation of the directive, allowing UNHCR and others to raise particular issues at that stage. 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government: 

Whether they will propose that European Union member states should not agree to the lowest common standards under the Directive on Asylum Procedures. [HL3660]

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Directive on Asylum Procedures was adopted on 1 December 2005. It establishes common minimum standards on procedures for granting and withdrawing refugee status, which are consistent with international obligations and in some respects go beyond them. Although it will be for other member states to decide how best to implement the directive, we would expect this implementation to increase standards across the EU as a whole. We intend to consult on domestic implementation of the directive in due course. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60131w03.htm#60131w03_sbhd1 
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3659]: Whether they will ensure that implementation of the European Union (EU) Directive on Asylum Procedures does not permit asylum applicants to be returned to a third safe country outside the EU, without having their cases heard within the EU. 

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Existing domestic legislation in Section 33 and Schedule 3 to the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 provides for the certification of asylum claims on safe third country grounds. This includes the return of asylum applicants to safe third countries outside the EU without first having their cases heard substantively within the EU. We consider that nothing in the directive prevents such returns and are satisfied that our domestic legislation is consistent with our international obligations. We do not, therefore, envisage implementing the safe third country provisions in the directive in a way which would prevent third country removals to safe non-EU countries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60202w02.htm#60202w02_sbhd0 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Early Day Motions
Keith Vaz (1524) Impact of the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill on Chinese and Indian Restaurants - That this House notes with concern that the proposed Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill will have a disproportionate and damaging impact on Chinese, Indian and other restaurants specialising in non-European cuisines; acknowledges the immense contribution these restaurants have made by enriching British social, economic and culinary life; calls for the recognition of the specialist skills of chefs of non-European restaurants which cannot easily be replaced from within the European Union; and urges the Government to reflect on the proposed changes and to bring forward changes to satisfy those concerned.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/60131e01.htm 
New publications
Scottish Ministers response to the inquiry into the Fresh Talent initiative 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/01/fresh-talent-response 
News
High Court backs law to cut off asylum seeker benefits    
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=162002006
TOP



	Race Relations
Press Releases 
Better enforcement and more authorised sites needed to address problem gypsy and traveller sites
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2070
New publications
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessments Draft practice guidance (England/Wales)
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/404/GypsyandTravellerAccommodationAssessmentsDraftpracticeguidancePDF225KB_id1163404.pdf 




	Race Relations

New publications (continued)
Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan sites (England/Wales)
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/389/Circular0106PlanningforGypsyandTravellerCaravanSitesPDF253Kb_id1163389.pdf 

News
Gunmen take over EU office in cartoon row    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=152052006
Elgin hosts Chinese New Year Celebrations   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=13948084&folderPk=85696
Putting Chinese on every pupil's menu    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=168352006
Gypsy encampment green light despite protests    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=180762006
European papers ignore Muslim fury over Danish cartoons    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=165512006
'Blasphemous' cartoons shown on British TV as Muslims vent outrage    
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=172632006
Protests across Muslim world   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55557.html
Broadcasters show prophet cartoons despite Muslim rage   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55561.html
Images and Islam   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/55550.html
Why Muslims are so sensitive to images of Prophet being used    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=179702006
Muslim outrage over Mohammed cartoons   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16664779%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=muslim%2doutrage%2dover%2dmohammed%2dcartoons-name_page.html
Pleas for calm are ignored as fury at cartoons intensifies    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=179892006


	Race Relations

News (continued)
Danish embassy in Damascus torched as ‘anti-Muslim’ cartoon crisis grows    
http://www.sundayherald.com/53936
How to extinguish Islam's anger   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53962
Tolerance demands a little courtesy   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53963
Only a fulsome apology will do   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53964
Why this paper decided not to publish cartoons of Muhammed   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53958
How can we have respect for Islam when we are too fearful to criticise it?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53959
Damascus in flames over cartoon    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=183912006
Fulfilling a bitter prophecy    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=183722006
Hysteria that only highlights the differences between us   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=183802006
Publish and be damned    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=183562006
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Fiona Hyslop (S2W-22894): To ask the Scottish Executive how many Secretary of State-appointed Justices of the Peace are from ethnic minorities.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-03e.htm
Patrick Harvie (S2W-22609): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it shares the Prime Minister’s goal of eradicating racial inequalities from the labour market by 2013 and, if so, how it will contribute to achieving this goal.
Reply from Malcolm Chisholm: The Executive shares this goal. To develop our response to it we have set up the Strategic Group on Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market, as detailed in my replies to the associated question S2W-22608 about the group on 1 February 2006. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0202.htm 
Holyrood Petitions
PE923 Petition by Ben Conway calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to promote pastoral and spiritual care in hospitals to ensure that the physical, psychological, social and spiritual needs of patients are properly addressed. 
Consideration by Public Petitions Committee

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/petitions/or-06/pu06-0202.htm#Col2276 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Keith Vaz (47561):To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, what steps the Government is taking to ensure that there will be (a) a race committee and (b) black and minority ethnic commissioners on the Commission for Equality and Human Rights

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60131w01.htm 
Julie Morgan (44875):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the total budget for the Commission for Racial Equality (CRE) was in (a) 2004-05 and (b) 2005-06; how much funding the CRE has received in each year since 2000-01 to support its work with public bodies to promote race equality; and how much it will receive in 2006-07 for that work.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60201w01.htm 




	Race Equality (continued)
Press Releases 
Meeting the challenge of community relations in 21st century Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/policy/newbody.html 
News
Obituary: Coretta Scott King  

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/55317.html
Martin Luther King's widow dies in her sleep at the age of 78   
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=159222006
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Charlie Gordon (S2F-2090): To ask the First Minister how its "Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland" will involve all sections of the community in the drive against sectarianism. 

Reply from Jack McConnell: Community-led action will have an increasing impact in stamping out bigoted attitudes, and I am proud of the way in which Scots have risen to the challenge of defeating sectarianism. The 18-point action plan that I announced on Monday represents a national effort to work with schools, universities and colleges, football clubs, churches, marching organisations, the police and many other stakeholders to achieve that goal.

Mr Gordon: Is the First Minister aware of the good work that is currently being done in Glasgow by Glasgow City Council, by the sense over sectarianism campaign and by schools such as St Mirin's Primary School and Croftfoot Primary School in my constituency?
continued on next page:




	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
continued from previous page:
Reply from Jack McConnell:The sense over sectarianism campaign and a number of other organisations working in that area have done a tremendous job in recent years, not only to raise the issue in the community and to ensure that schools and other organisations receive support but to put pressure on politicians to respond, as I believe we have now done. The work that is going on in Glasgow schools, particularly in the schools where I met pupils on Monday, at St Mirin's and Croftfoot, is outstanding. The youngsters whom I met on Monday were inspiring. I believe that the coming together of those youngsters for a variety of different activities, including reading, visits to other centres, drama and other activities, will have a lasting impression on them for the rest of their lives. I congratulate the teachers involved and I certainly encourage the youngsters to keep up the new friendships that they have made and to ensure that they continue to educate the adults in their lives, as some of them are clearly doing, into their secondary school years and beyond.
For continuation of question and answer session see:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0202-02.htm#Col23023 
Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Bill Butler(S2M-3906): Sectarianism in Scotland—That the Parliament welcomes the launch of the Scottish Executive’s 18-point Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism which will see the Executive support and expand the range of local and national initiatives that emerged from the National Summit on Sectarianism, held in February 2005; recognises that sectarianism is a problem throughout Scotland and that it must be confronted; realises the importance of supporting community-based projects, such as Glasgow City Council’s Sense over Sectarianism campaign and the twinning of denominational and non-denominational schools, in challenging sectarian attitudes and improving young people’s understanding of each others’ cultural identities, and commends the efforts of the Executive, local authorities, charities such as Nil By Mouth, churches and community groups in highlighting the problems of bigotry and sectarianism which exist within communities and workplaces throughout Scotland.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-01f.htm 

Press Releases 
Next steps to end sectarianism   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/01/30103127



	Racism (continued)
New publications
Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/90629/0021809.pdf 
News
School twinning campaign aims to tackle sectarianism   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/55183.html
Top officer says Scots police forces guilty of anti-English racism    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=147222006
English cop's race bias bid
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16643127%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=english%2dcop%2ds%2drace%2dbias%2dbid%2d-name_page.html
Unite to stamp out bigotry that has blighted our country   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5048402.html
New law gives bigots the boot    
http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=152222006
McConnell to ban bigots who cause trouble from parades   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55296.html
Children are scared to answer   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55288.html
‘We don’t see any difference...’   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55289.html
Battle against bigotry  
http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/55260.html
Sectarian parade yobs ban  http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16646876%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=sectarian%2dparades%2dyobs%2dban%2d-name_page.html
Thugs facing parade ban in bigotry battle    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=154512006
A first-class plan to beat the bigots   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/55334.html



	Racism
News (continued)
Court official suspended in Irish race row   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/55353.html
Woman called 'Glasgow bitch' at eaterie wins race case   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5048470.html
Our lives are being ruined by vicious racist thugs   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5048525.html
BNP leader faces race hate retrial   
http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=172752006
BNP leader defiant on hate charges in the face of retrial    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=172912006
BNP chief Grffin to face new race hate trial   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16660564%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=bnp%2dchief%2dgriffin%2dto%2dface%2dnew%2dhate%2dtrial%2d-name_page.html
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Motion
Alasdair Morgan (S2M-3898): The Future of the Saltire—That the Parliament notes with concern recent calls for the Saltire to be replaced as the national flag of Scotland and its misappropriation by far right groups in the United States of America; considers the Saltire to be a powerful symbol of Scotland’s identity; further notes the comments of the Lord Lyon, Sir Thomas Innes of Learney, in 1956 that, “The Cross of St Andrew is the flag which any Scotsman [or woman] is entitled to fly or wear as evidence of his [or her] national identity”, and believes that the Saltire is an internationally recognised symbol of Scotland with which all modern Scots, regardless of origin or belief, can associate.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-02-01f.htm 




	Other Holyrood (continued)
New Publication
Scottish Executive Stakeholder Survey 2005   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/89556/0021465.pdf
TOP



	Other Westminster
Debate, House of Lords
British Identity and Citizenship
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60202-13.htm#60202-13_head0 
Statement, House of Commons
Statement from Charles Clarke on the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060202/debtext/60202-10.htm#60202-10_head0 
TOP



	New Publications
Self Help and Black & Ethnic Communities Good Practice Guidelines 
http://www.raceforhealth.org/fm/upload/News%20Srories/Selfhelp_ethnicminorities.pdf 
TOP



	Other News
Blair suffers Commons defeat over Hatred Bill   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/55325.html
Shock double defeat for Government   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=161682006
PM faces up to MPs' double defeat   
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5048495.html
Labour defeated on election vow    
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=160912006
The religious hatred bill is a bit of a joke   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/55442.html
Want freedom of speech? You may not like what you are going to hear   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53960
MSPs reject opt-out move on organs   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5048538.html
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_AnimalHealthWelfare%20.pdf 

Stage 1 




	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/bankruptcy.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Money Advice Scotland and the Institute of Chartered Accountants
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-0202.htm#Col2617 
** Human Tissue Bill (Health)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/humantissue.htm
Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/42-humanTissue/b42s2-stage2.pdf 
Revised Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/42-humanTissue/b42s2-stage2-en.pdf 

Stage 3 Amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/42-humanTissue/b42s2-stage3-ml.pdf 

Stage 3 debate, Bill passed 3 February 2006

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0202-02.htm#Col22960 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/42-humanTissue/b42s2-aspassed.pdf 
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd-en.pdf 

** Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 1 Report published 23 January 2006

 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/reports-06/j2r06-02-vol01-01.htm 

and 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/reports-06/j2r06-02-vol02-01.htm 

Stage 1 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0202-02.htm#Col23044 



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Bill referred back to Committee following Stage 1 debate

Decision to commission external research

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-0202.htm#Col2648 
Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Stage 1 
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_ScottishSchoolsParentalInvolvement.pdf 

Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

First Reading, House of Lords

Equality Bill (Constitution Committee)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf
Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Report Stage House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60130-04.htm 
Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 




	Bills in Progress
Westminster
** Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 

 House of Lords Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/120/amend/60131m01.htm 

Debate House of Commons

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060131/debtext/60131-12.htm#60131-12_head1 
Proceedings on consideration of Lords’ Amendments (House of Commons)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/120/wh1203101.327-333.html 

** Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 
** Terrorism Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/069/2006069.htm
Third Reading, House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/60201-04.htm#60201-04_head1 
House of Lords Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/124/2006124.pdf 
Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 

First Reading
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Interim practice advice on stop and search in relation to the Terrorism Act 2000 

(10 February 2006)

http://www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/Stop%20&%20Search_2005_22x12x05.pdf 
Bankruptcy and Diligence etc. (Scotland) Bill (Call for evidence from the Scottish Parliament Enterprise and Culture Committee)   (24 February 2006)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-05/cent05-008.htm 

Shares of National Lottery money for the arts and film, sport, and heritage 

(28 February 2006)
http://www.lottery2009.culture.gov.uk/ 
Charities and Benevolent Fundraising Regulations (10 March 2006)    http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/47121/0020737.pdf
Proposals For The Scottish Charity Appeals Panel Rules  (10 March 2006)   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/47121/0020739.pdf
Tackling Human Trafficking – Consultation on Proposals for a UK Action Plan (5 April 2006)
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/TacklingTrafficking.pdf 

Sunday Trading (14 April 2006)

http://www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/sunday_trading.htm 

** Achieving the standard for headship – providing choice and alternatives (26 April 2006)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/91481/0021853.pdf
** Definition of the term ‘gypsies and travellers’ for the purposes of the Housing Act 2004 

(28 April 2006)

England and Wales

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/pub/401/DefinitionofthetermgypsiesandtravellersforthepurposesoftheHousingAct2004PDF305Kb_id1163401.pdf 
Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People: Policy Priority consultation 2005: Keeping Promises

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/webpages/policypriority2005.pdf 

The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 



	Consultations (continued)

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
Governance – What’s it all about? (no closing date given)

Short online questionnaire from the British Youth Council

See  http://www.byc.org.uk/images/young_people_and_goverance_online_q1.htm 

TOP



	Funding Opportunities
Investing in Ideas

Funding to test and develop ideas that could eventually become fully-fledged projects. Activities that can be funded include market research, feasibility studies, business planning, exchange visits in the UK to see how other projects work, professional advice and technical reports and scheme design studies. For more information see

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/investing_ideas/index.htm 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Disability Equality Training

8 February 2006 in Edinburgh

A training day run jointly by SCVO and Capability Scotland to raise awareness of disability equality issues, increase their confidence in communicating with disabled people and be aware of their organisation's legal responsibilities towards disabled customers under the Disability Discrimination Act.
For more information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
**begins this week!

Professional Practice in Race Equality

13-week course on Wednesday evenings in Paisley

University of Paisley and West of Scotland Race Equality Council To develop a critical understanding of the concepts 'race', racism and ethnicity; To provide a knowledge of the content and impact of the 1976 Race Relations Act and Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000; To develop an awareness of best practice towards race equality in employment and service delivery
For further information contact Elaine Tweedie 0141 5323175/3193 / 

Twee-ca0@wpmail.paisley.ac.uk 
** Scottish Student Volunteering Conference

20 February in Glasgow 
Including workshops, training, guest speakers and networking opportunities, all focussed on involving students in volunteering. The event is designed to equally include students, educational institutions and volunteering organisations.

For more information and application form contact Ian Bruce on 01786 479 593 or see 

http://www.studentvolscotland.org.uk/conference.html 
Statement of Reccomended Practice 2005 (SORP) and Scottish Charities
23 February 2006 in Glasgow
An SCVO training day to provide a comprehensive overview of SORP 2005, giving easily understood information for the non-accountant on the formats and information to be provided in a set of SORP-compliant accounts.
For more information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk
Equal Opportunities consultation events on the code of practice for the gender equality duty for the public sector that comes into force from April 2007.
23 February 2006 in Glasgow 

9 March 2006 in Dundee 

21 March 2006 in Edinburgh 

29 March 2006 in Inverness  
For more information and booking form see 

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/COPconsulation.pdf 
Beyond the ramp. Embedding accessible information standards in your organisation
1 March 2006 in Stirling

A half day seminar about how to achieve an accessible information service, including consideration of issues such as signage, printed and electronic information and alternative formats 

For more information see http://www.saifscotland.org.uk/news/beyo_ramp_info.pdf or contact SAIF 0141 226 5261 / info@saifscotland.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Charity Changes – An Introduction to the new legislation and Regulator in Scotland

9 March 2006 in Edinburgh

23 March 2006 in Glasgow

29 March in Inverness
An SCVO training day to explain the basic implications of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act for charities - or those who want to become them - in Scotland, including the role of the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).

For more information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk
** The Participation Challenge Course - Are You Up For The Challenge?
16 March in Edinburgh

For further information contact Debbie Wilkie 0131 474 6184 or 07748 630 741 / 

debbie wilkie@civicforum.org.uk  
The Gender Equality Duty
27 March 2006

EOC event focusing on the scope and impact of the Gender Equality Duty in Scotland.  Cathy Peattie MSP will give the key note address and delegates will have the opportunity to examine the Statutory Code of Practice and to hear from Managers who have piloted the duty in their organisations.

For more information and booking form see http://www.eoc.org.uk/Docs/scot_flyer_2.doc 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)
One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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