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	            Minority Ethnic Matters Overview
	                                                       19th September / Issue 4            


Note: The UK Parliament is currently in recess until 10th October so there is no Parliamentary business at Westminster.
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Useful Links
	Immigration and asylum
New publication
British immigration map revealed

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/4218740.stm 
News
Asylum seekers' health hit after arriving in city   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5043396.html
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	Race Relations 

News
Race chief warns of ghetto crisis   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-1785773,00.html
Time to ghetto blast   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-1785365,00.html
Focus: Are we sleepwalking our way to apartheid?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-1785953_1,00.html
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	Race Equality 

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
S2W-19175 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to develop a national race equality strategy encompassing all of its current race equality initiatives.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

S2W-19176 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive what the role is of the strategic group on ethnic minority employment announced by the Minister for Communities in an Executive news release on 21 June 2005.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

S2W-19177 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive what the remit is of the strategic group on ethnic minority employment announced by the Minister for Communities in an Executive news release on 21 June 2005.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

S2W-19178 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive what the (a) long and (b) short-term outcomes are for the strategic group on ethnic minority employment announced by the Minister for Communities in an Executive news release on 21 June 2005.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

S2W-19179 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its officials are currently devoted to working on the strategic group on ethnic minority employment announced by the Minister for Communities in an Executive news release on 21 June 2005.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
S2W-19180 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive how many non-departmental public bodies have a specific statutory duty to promote race equality and what discussions ministers are having with those bodies without such a duty to ensure that they also promote race equality in their organisations. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm   

S2W-19181 Ms Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Executive how many of its departments have undertaken an ethnic impact assessment in the last two years, broken down by department.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12e.htm
Holyrood Parliamentary motion
S2M-3250 Ms Sandra White: Implement the National Language Strategy—That the Parliament urges the Scottish Executive to accelerate the timetable for introducing a national language strategy in Scotland as a means to improving access to services for Scotland’s ethnic minority population; recognises that many people from an ethnic minority background have unequal access to a range of public services because of inadequate provision and the lack of a national language framework; notes that despite being part of the Executive’s Partnership Agreement, signed in 2003, no apparent work on this strategy appears to have taken place, and finally further notes that the subsequent lack of strategy is leading to greater social exclusion, isolation and inequality among Scotland’s ethnic minorities.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-09-12f.htm
New publication
CRE Submission to the Equal Opportunities Committee of the Scottish Parliament on the Equality Bill
http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew07m.RefLocID-0hg00900f004.Lang-EN.htm 
News
Race group plans fast track for black MSPs    

http://www.sundayherald.com/51693
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	Racism

News
Capital race hate crimes soar after bomb blasts   http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1937512005
'Misguided fanatics have accelerated a growing problem'    http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1936382005
Racists target church linked to city mosque   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/47075.html
Vocabulary of racism   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/46864.html
Race-hate charges against editor dropped   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1940572005
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	Bills in Progress

* New or updated this week

Holyrood (lead committee)
* Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd-en.pdf 

* Family Law Bill  (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/familyLaw.htm
Stage 1 Debate took place 15 September 2005 
Official Report   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor0915-02.htm#Col19113
Housing Bill (Communities)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/housing.htm
Stage 1 Report published 22 June 2005

Bills in Progress
 (continued)
Management of Offenders Bill (Justice 2)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/offenders.htm
Stage 2 consideration

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Stage 1 consideration

Human Tissue Bill (Health)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/humantissue.htm
Stage 1 consideration
Westminster
Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 

Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 

Equality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf 
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	Consultations (closing date)

*  Closes this week!

Protecting Vulnerable Adults – Securing their Safety (23 Sept 2005)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0015247.pdf
Inquiry into the Regulatory Framework in Scotland (30 Sept 2005)

The Subordinate Legislation Committee of the Scottish Parliament is holding an inquiry into the regulatory framework in Scotland in order to improve devolved regulation and to consider the implications for Parliamentary scrutiny.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/subleg/inquiries/regfram/su04-001-regfram.htm 
Consultations (continued)
Secure and safe homes for our most vulnerable children (28 Oct 2005)

Scottish Executive consultation on Adoption and Fostering which includes questions about cross-culture adoption   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/54357/0014746.pdf 
An Adult ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Strategy for Scotland 
(31 Oct 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0015988.pdf 

Adults with Incapacity (4th Nov 2005)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/57346/0016981.pdf 

Making Migration work for Britain (7 Nov 2005) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs4/Making_Migration_Work.pdf
The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 
Review of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act (25 Nov 2005)

http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4117820&chk=vchu%2B9 
Forced Marriage – a Wrong not a Right  (5 Dec 2005)
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/forcedmarriageconsultation%20doc.pdf 
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	Other Publications 

Report of the Scottish Parliament Procedures Committee on the Admissibility and Closure of Public Petitions
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/procedures/reports-05/prr05-06.htm#remit 
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	Other News
Spotlight on Scotland again   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2005/09/13155058
Police hunt overseas for minority recruits  

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-1786140,00.html
Passports are Changing: Biometric Information Campaign launched in Manchester

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/n_story.asp?item_id=1365 
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	Conferences/Training Courses
* New or updated this week

Scottish Refugee Council Conference 
20 September in Glasgow.

This conference will update delegates on current government policy and its continued impact on public concern about asylum. It will then explore why the public has negative views of asylum seekers and refugees and consider how these views are being challenged and can be challenged. For more information contact Louise Irwin on 0141 223 7939 or email louise.irwin@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk  

CRE fringe event at the SNP Party Conference

23 September 5.30 – 7pm in Aviemore. ‘Promoting Equality: Whose Duty? will be run jointly with the Disability Rights Commission (DRC) and the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC). For more information contact Harriet Hall on 0131 524 2000. 

Funding and Support for Rural Services 

Scottish Rural Services Conference will take place on 26-27 September in Inverurie, Aberdeenshire. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=377&al=t&from=Home 

 Equality & Diversity: working in partnership for fair access to health
This Voluntary Health Scotland conference will take place on 27 September in Glasgow. For more information and a booking form see 
http://www.vhscotland.org.uk/pdf_files/events/vhs%20september%20conference.pdf 

Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Freedom of Information and Data Protection for the Perplexed

SCVO training course will take place on 30 September 2005 in Edinburgh. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=329&al=t&from=Home 
* Workshop to promote the DFID Development Awareness Fund Mini-Grants scheme 

3 October 2005 

To help interested organisations prepare their applications is being held by DFID partner IDEAS, the International Development Education Association of Scotland. The mini-grants (application deadline 31 October) give amounts of up to £10,000 for projects which promote global, development themes in different sectors of education including the formal sector, lifelong learning and youth work. For information contact Lynsey Orbegozo  0131 557 8114
Steamin’ Ahead  

CVS Network Conference will take place 3-5 October 2005 in Aviemore. For details see
http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=388&al=t&from=Home 

The Meaning of Governance – Enlightenment for the Scottish Voluntary Sector

21 October and 22 November in Glasgow, and 1 November in Inverness

SCVO’s governance programme is designed to help charity trustees, management committee members, directors, staff and volunteers of voluntary sector organisations. For details see the SCVO website www.scvo.org.uk or contact the SCVO governance programme team on 0131 556 3882.
SCVO Annual General Meeting

SCVO’s AGM will take place on 22 November 2005 in Glasgow. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=387&al=t&from=Home 

Black and Minority Ethnic Communities Health Facilitator Course 
A free part-time 6-month course (including work placement) beginning in January 2006. Free childcare. Travel expenses paid.  For more information contact: 

Tina Yu, Health Development Officer, Glasgow Healthy City Partnership, Tel: 0141 287 6988 / tina.yu@drs.glasgow.gov.uk   or  Nuzhat Mirza, Health Promotion Officer, Greater Glasgow NHS Board, Tel: 0141 201 4973, nuzhat.mirza@gghb.scot.nhs.uk  
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	Useful Links

Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 

Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 

Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 

UK Government Departments   http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_govoffices/documents/page/odpm_govoff_600105.hcsp 

Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 

Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 

Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 

Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 

Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 

Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 

BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
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