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Note: Both the Scottish and UK Parliaments are currently in recess until 4th September and 10th October respectively, so only limited Parliamentary business is taking place at the moment.

Immigration and asylum

Press Release 
Asylum Applications Continue to Fall   (Home Office) http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/n_story.asp?item_id=1350 
News Reports
New measures lead to drop in number of asylum seekers   http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/45618.html
Asylum bids drop but fewer failed refugees are removed    http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1833522005
Tagging of asylum seekers extended   http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/45775.html
Race Relations 

New publications
CRE: Preventing harassment at work: A note for employers
http://www.cre.gov.uk/gdpract/preventingharassment.html 

Community Cohesion issued by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to the Fire and Rescue Service in England and Wales

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_fire/documents/page/odpm_fire_039964.pdf 
Race Equality 

Consultation
Strength in Diversity: Towards a Community Cohesion and Race Equality Strategy (17 Sept 2005)
Two Home Office Consultations, one aimed specifically at young people, which are intended to inform the Government’s Community Cohesion and Race Equality Strategy which will be launched in autumn 2005. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs3/strengthindiversity.html 
Racism
News Reports
Offensive call to mosque earns fine http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149475&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149205&contentPK=13080019
Asian's turban ripped off in daylight Princes Street attack    http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1852982005
Magoon star hits at 'racist Scots'  
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-1754019,00.html
Bills in Progress

Holyrood
Family Law Bill  
Stage 1 Report published 7 July 2005)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/familyLaw.htm 

Housing Bill   
Stage 1 Report published 22 June 2005
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/housing.htm
Human Tissue Bill
Stage 1consideration by Health Committee
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/humantissue.htm 

Management of Offenders Bill
Stage 2 consideration by Justice 2 Committee
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/offenders.htm 

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill
Stage 1 consideration by Enterprise and Culture Committee
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Westminster
Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 

Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 

Equality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf 

Consultations (closing date)
* New this week

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister Consultation on Race Equality Scheme 

(31 Aug 2005) 
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_about/documents/page/odpm_about_038107.hcsp
Review of Census Ethnicity Classifications Consultation (15 Sept 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/54357/0013557.pdf
Strength in Diversity: Towards a Community Cohesion and Race Equality Strategy (17 Sept 2005)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs3/strengthindiversity.html 
Protecting Vulnerable Adults – Securing their Safety (23 Sept 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0015247.pdf
Secure and safe homes for our most vulnerable children (28 Oct 2005)
Scottish Executive consultation on Adoption and Fostering which includes questions about cross-culture adoption   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/54357/0014746.pdf 

An Adult ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Strategy for Scotland (31 Oct 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0015988.pdf 

* Adults with Incapacity (4th Nov 2005)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/57346/0016981.pdf 
Making Migration work for Britain (7 Nov 2005) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs4/Making_Migration_Work.pdf
The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 

Review of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act (25 Nov 2005)
http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4117820&chk=vchu%2B9
Other Publications 
A Guide for the Voluntary Sector to Scottish Executive Grants 2005-06 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/57346/0016916.pdf
Exclusions or deportations from the UK on non-conducive grounds: consultation response 
CRE response to the recent Home Office consultation

http://www.cre.gov.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew07g.RefLocID-0hg00900f006.Lang-EN.htm 

NHS Equality and Diversity Information Programme: Ethnic Monitoring Toolkit

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/collect2.jsp?pContentID=3393&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show& 

Other News
Have you got a minute? (Home Office Press release)

The Year of the Volunteer is being given a mid-year boost through the ‘Give a Billion Minutes’ campaign aiming to raise a billion minutes of volunteering time by the end of the year.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/comrace/active/item.asp?ID=144 

Islamic project voted a great success   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149475&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149205&contentPK=13056613
Conferences/Training Courses 
Discrimination – Nature or Nurture?

Forum on Discrimination National Conference will take place Saturday 9th September 2005 in Dundee. For details and booking form see http://www.forumondiscrimination.org.uk/fond/fond_display.jsp?pContentID=420&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
Funding and Support for Rural Services 

Scottish Rural Services Conference will take place on 26-27 September in Inverurie, Aberdeenshire. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=377&al=t&from=Home 

Freedom of Information and Data Protection for the Perplexed

SCVO training course will take place on 30 September 2005 in Edinburgh. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=329&al=t&from=Home 

Steamin’ Ahead  

CVS Network Conference will take place 3-5 October 2005 in Aviemore. For details see
http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=388&al=t&from=Home 

SCVO Annual General Meeting

SCVO’s AGM will take place on 22 November 2005 in Glasgow. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=387&al=t&from=Home 

Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 

Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 

Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 

UK Government Departments   http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_govoffices/documents/page/odpm_govoff_600105.hcsp 

Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 

Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 

Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 

Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 

Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
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