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	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Sandra White (S2W-21197): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it has issued to local authorities in the last 12 months in respect of the integration of services for asylum seekers and new immigrants.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-29e.htm 

Sandra White (S2W-21198): To ask the Scottish Executive what information is available to asylum seekers and new immigrants to encourage them to become involved in community groups.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-29e.htm 

Sandra White (S2W-21199): To ask the Scottish Executive how much has been allocated in each year since 2002 to provide specialist workers and professionals to help integrate new immigrants and asylum seekers into the community.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-29e.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-21226): To ask the Scottish Executive what role it has in the planning of dawn raids to remove asylum seekers and what role other Scottish agencies have.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-30e.htm 

Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-21227): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will make representations to the Home Office seeking an end to dawn raids to remove asylum seekers.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-30e.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-21228: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it collects and collates information on asylum seeker removal in order to inform its work in respect of asylum seekers.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-30e.htm 
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Sandra White (S2M-3646): Positive Action in Housing—That the Parliament congratulates Positive Action in Housing (PAH) and its director, Robina Qureshi, for the excellent work that they do, especially with refugees and asylum seekers in often difficult circumstances; notes the comments by Tom Harris MP on the BBC’s Politics Show, suggesting that PAH’s funding should be looked at by the Scottish Executive because of its campaign against dawn raids; believes that this would set an unacceptable precedent whereby independent organisations would only be allowed to say things consistent with Executive policy; notes that the Scottish Compact of 2003 between the Executive, its agencies, non-departmental public bodies and the voluntary sector in Scotland states "The Compact acknowledges that the voluntary sector and the Executive have their own spheres of action with different roles, responsibilities and resources. It is accepted that not all voluntary organisations will have an interest in seeking partnership with the Executive. Some will pursue their own objectives without reference to the state. Others may find themselves more often in opposition to the Executive than in partnership", and condemns the comments made by Tom Harris MP.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-05/bb-11-29f.htm 
News
McConnell sets out his wider vision   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/51524.html
Pupil to be deported as asylum appeal fails   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/51595.html
Migrant workers: don't we love them?
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/business/story/0,6903,1651451,00.html 

British-born dual nationals could lose citizenship in bill's sanctions
http://www.guardian.co.uk/immigration/story/0,,1655971,00.html 
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	Race Relations
Press Releases 
Scottish Inter Faith Week event at Holyrood 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/articles/2005/11/inter_faith_week.htm 
News
What world needs is faith in diversity 

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/features.cfm?id=2327742005
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	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Margaret Ewing (S2W-20991): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people it employs from ethnic minorities, broken down by department.
Reply from Tom McCabe: The number of permanent staff employed in the Scottish Executive core departments who have declared themselves to be from an ethnic minority is shown in the following table.

Permanent Staff from an Ethnic Minority at October 2005
Department

Total

Development Department

*

Education Department

*

Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning Department

6

Environment and Rural Affairs Department

5

Finance and Central Services Department

8

Health Department

*

Justice Department

5

Legal and Parliamentary Services

*

Office of The Permanent Secretary

5

Grand Total

43

Race Equality

Holyrood Parliamentary Question (continued)
Note: *To prevent disclosure of sensitive personal information we do not report on figures less than five.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-05/wa1201.htm 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Tim Loughton (33280): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what guidance the Commission for Racial Equality has given to the Department on the time within which a race equality impact assessment should be carried out in relation to published legislative proposals.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/51129w01.htm 

Keith Vaz (32835): To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer how many race equality impact assessments his Department completed between (a) April 2004 and March 2005 and (b) April 2005 and November 2005; and how many assessments in each period resulted in a change of policy. 
Reply from John Healey: The Treasury actively embraces its duties under the Race Relations Act. It works with other departments on a wide range of policies, and in turn those departments are responsible for producing race equality impact assessments (REIAs). In addition, successive Pre-Budget and Budget reports have given explicit commitments to promoting equality, fairness and opportunity and have published the distributional analyses necessary to deliver change. 

The Treasury has not led on any REIAs between April 2004 and November 2005. A copy of the Treasury's race equality scheme, which gives information on how the Treasury meets its duties to promote race equality, can be accessed via the following link: 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk./media/1B7/85/race_equality_scheme_050705-1.pdf  
New publications
Working together for Race Equality 2005   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/76169/0019874.pdf
News
Police focus on race equality   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2005/12/01/newsstory7794301t0.asp
Blair's race plan in tatters as Phillips pulls out
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,6903,1651797,00.html 
Race Equality

News (continued)

It's not about dinner parties
http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1654478,00.html 

The white man's plight ...   

http://www.sundayherald.com/53155
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	Racism

News
Racist thugs face 30 years in prison for axe murder    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=2331342005
Footballer’s brother convicted of racist murder  

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/51786.html
Anthony axe killers caged   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16433025%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=anthony%2daxe%2dkillers%2dcaged%2d-name_page.html
Race thugs get life for Anthony's axe killing!    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5046352.html
Life for two racist ice axe murderers   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/51830.html
Poisonous   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16437353%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=poisonous%2d-name_page.html
Walker's killers jailed for 40 years    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=2338112005
Charity keeps memory alive   http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16433063%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=charity%2dkeeps%2dmemory%2dalive%2d-name_page.html
Cause for all cultures

http://society.guardian.co.uk/societyguardian/story/0,,1653344,00.html 
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	Other Holyrood
First Minister's St Andrew's Day Message 2005   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/News-Extras/satadrw
Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Annual Accounts 2004-05
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/corporate/anrep-accts/accounts/accounts-05/sp-aa05-00.htm 
Scottish Parliament launches petitions DVD to reach out to communities
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-05/cpet05-005.htm 
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	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Question
Lord Lester of Herne Hill: Whether they will invite Ministers and their advisers and Members of both Houses of Parliament to answer the questions contained in the new citizenship test so as to evaluate whether the questions are well designed for testing the necessary attributes of British citizenship. 

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, anyone who has a reasonable grasp of English and takes the trouble to study the handbook which goes with the test will have little trouble in passing it. Little would be gained by inviting people who have not studied the handbook to take the test, although I have no doubt that many, if not most, noble Lords would in any case pass first time. 

The Life in the UK test questions have been devised and evaluated by a panel of experts, including members of the Advisory Board on Naturalisation and Integration, and will be reviewed in the light of experience. 
For continuation of answer and further questioning on this subject see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds05/text/51128-01.htm#51128-01_star0 
Press Release
Tessa Jowell launches nationwide debate to hear what women want from government
http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/detail.asp?ReleaseID=179593&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
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	New Publications
Review of the Scottish Strategy for Victims

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/76169/0019797.pdf 
Helping North-east Scotland Schools to Educate, Celebrate and Understand World Cultures 

A  comprehensive best practice publication for schools produced by Multi Ethnic Aberdeen Limited following an outreach programme in local schools
For information contact Kemi Adebayo 01224 645200 / 01224 645268 / 07740587564 / kemi@multiethnic.co.uk  
Volunteering Toolkit
A new toolkit to enable organisations to assess the impact of volunteering on all key stakeholders - volunteers, organisation, beneficiaries, and the broader community.  Available from Volunteering England http://www.volunteering.org.uk/missions.php?id=993 
People and Participation: How to put citizens at the heart of decision-making

http://www.active-citizen.org.uk/files/downloads/Reports/People%20and%20Participation%20final.pdf 

Minority Ethnic Groups and Crime  (Home Office)

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs05/rdsolr3305.pdf 

Government response to the UK Stem Cell Initiative report and recommendations
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAndSocialCareTopics/StemCell/StemCellGeneralInformation/StemCellGeneralArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4124082&chk=5mbZjS 

Racism and Xenophobia in the EU Member States
http://eumc.eu.int/eumc/material/pub/ar05/AR05_p2_EN.pdf 
Use of Antisocial Behaviour Orders in Scotland Report of the 2004/05 Survey
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/47121/0020287.pdf 
TOP



	Other News
Young poets are invited to take part in a new project that gives them the chance of seeing their words in print. The Multi ethnic Poetry Book for Children and Young People is being developed and published by Multi-Ethnic Aberdeen Limited. A group of local youngsters from diverse cultural, social and religious backgrounds is involved in researching, compiling, designing and publishing the work, and around 40 people are expected to contribute their own poems to the book.  
For information contact Daniel Christian 01224 645268 / 645200 / daniel@multiethnic.co.uk
European Parliament
"Mixed picture" on racism and xenophobia according to head of EU monitoring centre

http://www.europarl.eu.int/news/public/story_page/015-2846-327-11-47-902-20051124STO02845-2005-23-11-2005/default_en.htm 
MEPs push for tough sanctions against racism in football 

http://www.europarl.eu.int/news/public/story_page/015-3092-332-11-48-902-20051201STO03091-2005-28-11-2005/default_en.htm 
TOP



	Bills in Progress


** New or updated this week

Holyrood
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_AnimalHealthWelfare%20.pdf 
Bill as Introduced
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd.pdf 
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd-en.pdf 

Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd-pm.pdf
Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill
Bill as introduced

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b50s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b50s2-introd-en.pdf 
Policy Memorandum

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b50s2-introd-pm.pdf 
**Family Law Bill  (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/familyLaw.htm
Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/or-05/j105-3802.htm#Col2343 

Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b36s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Housing Bill (Communities)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/housing.htm
Stage 3 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor1124-02.htm#Col21058 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b40bs2.pdf 
** Human Tissue Bill (Health)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/humantissue.htm
Stage 1 Report published 22 November 2005

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/reports-05/her05-19-01.htm   

Stage 1 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor1130-02.htm#Col21232 
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd-en.pdf 

Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_PolicePublicOrder.pdf 

Stage 1 evidence from Scottish Human Rights Centre, Strathclyde Police, Victim Support, Glasgow Royal Infirmary and Princess Royal Maternity Hospital

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-05/j205-3202.htm#Col1829 

Stage 1 evidence from the Deputy Justice Minister and the Scottish Executive

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-05/j205-3302.htm#Col1870 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Stage 1 Debate 6 October 2005 (Bill referred back to Committee)

Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_ScottishCommissionerHR_Bill.pdf 

Bill as Introduced
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-pm.pdf
Memorandum on delegated powers   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-memo.pdf
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/billProgress/Progress_of_ScottishSchoolsParentalInvolvement.pdf 

Bill as Introduced
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd-en.pdf 

Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd-pm.pdf 

Bills in Progress

Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  
First Reading House of Lords

Bills in Progress

Westminster (continued)
** Equality Bill (Constitution Committee)
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf
Standing Committee Proceedings
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/085/sc850112.67-73.html 
Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 
Committee Stage

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 
Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 
Report Stage 
Terrorism Bill

Bill as amended
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/084/2006084.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/en/06010x--.htm
Amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/010/amend/51110a01.htm 

First Reading
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Forced Marriage – a Wrong not a Right  (5 December 2005)
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/forcedmarriageconsultation%20doc.pdf 
All party inquiry into antisemitism in the UK (31 December 2005)

http://www.thepcaa.org/index.html  
Advancing Equality for Men and Women: Government Proposals to Introduce a Public Sector Duty to Promote Gender Equality (12 January 2006)
http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/publications/gender_duty_oct2005.pdf 

Establishing an Accurate Register of Charities in Scotland: OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) (27 January 2006)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/ConsultationProgramme.stm 
Meeting the Charity Test: OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) 
(27 January 2006)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/ConsultationProgramme.stm
Consents and Notifications: OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) 

(27 January 2006)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/ConsultationProgramme.stm 

** Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People: Policy Priority consultation 2005: Keeping Promises

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/webpages/policypriority2005.pdf 
The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 
Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses

** New or updated this week
**  this week!
Research seminar on practitioner research into volunteering in Scotland 
6 December 2005 in Stirling

To share the findings of practitioner research into volunteering; to learn about the ways in which research findings can be applied to volunteering policy and practice and  to bring together volunteering practitioners from national and local volunteer-involving organisations. 

For more information contact Laura Connelly 01786 479593 /  laura.connelly@vds.org.uk or see http://www.vds.org.uk/information/docs/articles/pdf1Research%20Seminar%20Information2005.pdf  

**  this week!
The Changing Nature of Equalities in the 21st Century

8 December in Edinburgh

Concepts, instruments and tools for effective mainstreaming equalities; developing anti-discriminatory practices; ensuring service delivery is sensitive to the needs of the individual; practical strategies for effective service delivery for marginalized groups.
For more information contact Heather McMullen 0141 225 8001/  heather.mcmullen@scvo.org.uk
** Compacts in Scotland: Are they making a difference?

January 2006 in Edinburgh

The Scottish Compact, an agreed framework of principles for the conduct of the relationship between Scottish central government and Scotland’s voluntary organisations was launched in 1988 and has since been adopted by the Scottish Parliament. Today over a dozen Scottish local authorities and several public bodies have either agreed Compacts or are in the process of developing them. Seven years after the Compact process began this first national Scottish conference on Compacts offers an opportunity to assess how much difference they have made and to identify options for their further development.
For more information contact Alex Thomson 0131 474 6152 / alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk 
Black and Minority Ethnic Communities Health Facilitator Course 
A free part-time 6-month course (including work placement) beginning in January 2006. Free childcare. Travel expenses paid.  For more information contact: 

Tina Yu, Health Development Officer, Glasgow Healthy City Partnership, Tel: 0141 287 6988 / tina.yu@drs.glasgow.gov.uk   or  Nuzhat Mirza, Health Promotion Officer, Greater Glasgow NHS Board, Tel: 0141 201 4973, nuzhat.mirza@gghb.scot.nhs.uk  
Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Community Regeneration Mentoring Project

Starting January 2006

SCVO/ Scottish Centre for Regeneration, Communities Scotland are recruiting mentors and people who would like to receive mentoring support for a pilot project to establish the contribution which mentoring can make to developing the skills and improving the practice of people involved in Community Regeneration. For more information contact  Lucia Dhliwayo or Calum Guthrie  0141 221 0030 / lucia.dhliwayo@scvo.org.uk or calum.guthrie@scvo.org.uk
TOP



	Useful Links

Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Useful Links (continued)
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
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