Consultation questionnaire on ethnic group, national identity, religion and language for the 2011 Census in England and Wales

Please fill in this questionnaire by checking the  FORMCHECKBOX 
 boxes with your mouse or typing in the shaded sections. The shaded sections expand as you type so your answer can be as long or short as you wish. Save this document when you have finished and email it back to ethnicity&identity@ons.gov.uk. (If you have any questions please contact us at ethnicity&identity@ons.gov.uk.)

Your comments will help to inform the development of the 2011 Census. Your answers may be made public and attributed to you/your organisation. 

Please leave blank any sections that are not relevant to you/your organisation.

About you/your organisation

	Name
	Leah Granat

	Organisation 
	Scottish Council of Jewish Communities

	Address
	222 Fenwick Road, Glasgow

	Postcode
	G46 6UE

	Telephone number
	0141 577 8208

	Email address
	j-scot@j-scot.org.uk


Q1. In which of these topics do you or your organisation have an interest? Tick all that apply. 
	1. Ethnic group
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. National identity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Religion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Language
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. None of these
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q2. What roles or responsibilities does your organisation have with respect to the areas you have ticked above (at Q1)? Please describe.
	The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities is the representative body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. The Council's representative democratic structure enables it to speak authoritatively in the name of the whole community to government, parliament, churches, trades unions, the media, etc and it regularly responds to consultations on matters that affect the Jewish community. The Council is represented on the Scottish Executive's Faith Liaison Group, the Scottish Boards of the Commission for Racial Equality and the Equal Opportunities Commission, BEMIS (the Scottish Ethnic Minority infrastructure body), Scottish Inter-Faith Council, Policy Officers Network, and the Scottish Human Rights Coalition, and works with these to promote good relations amongst community groups and to promote equality.



Q3. Which of the following sources of information on ethnic group, national identity, language and/or religion do you use? Tick all that apply.
	1. Census
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Government social surveys 
(such as the Labour Force Survey or British Crime Survey)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Surveys or information collected by/on behalf of your own organisation 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: 
Surveys of issues of concern to members of the Jewish community.


	4. Information collected by other public authorities (e.g. NHS, Local Authorities)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: Demographic data from sources such as the schools. census.

	5. Other information on these topics

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: 
Demographic data from other sources such as the Board of Deputies of British Jews.





Q4. For which UK countries/geographies do you need this information? Tick all that apply.
	1. England
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Wales
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Scotland
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Northern Ireland
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Great Britain
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. United Kingdom
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe:      


Your views on ethnicity
A question on ethnic group has been included in previous censuses (1991 and 2001). This provides information on the self-identified ethnic group of the population. 
The 2007 Census Test questionnaire contains some new ethnic group categories. But there may not be space to include these in the 2011 Census. Alternative options include repeating the 2001 ethnic group question or having a multiple-response question for ethnic group.
Q5. Do you need ethnic group information from the 2011 Census?

	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q20


Q6. Which of these do you require? Tick all that apply.
	1. General information on the ethnic composition of the population
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Information on specific ethnic groups
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: 
The Jewish community




	3. Information on combinations of ethnic groups (e.g. the total ethnic minority population; the Asian population; etc)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe:      


	4. Other information on ethnic groups
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: 
Crosstabs and comparative data 



Q7. For what purposes do you/your organisation need this information? Please describe. 
	
In addition to providing for people’s religious and spiritual needs the Jewish community provides care services for children, for the elderly and for those with a disability; educational services for people of all ages; sporting and social activities and a range of other provisions such as burial. Demographic information is vitally important to enable effective and appropriate planning for this provision. 




Q8. Do you require information on any of the following concepts? (See the accompanying consultation document for definitions.) Tick all that apply.
	1. Visible minority population
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Non-White population
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Ancestry
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Race
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Any other concepts related to ethnic group
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: religion





Q9. For what purposes do you/your organisation need this information? Please describe.
	
1)        Visibility is not a matter of skin colour alone - there are many factors that make minorities noticeable - i.e. visible. These include the public use of a language other than English, accent, and culturally specific practices such as eating kosher or halal, or interrupting other activities for regular prayers, as well as dress and skin-colour.  It is evident that many Jewish people suffer from discrimination and racism as a result of their visibility and the Council's role in combatting these is enhanced by access to reliable statistical information. 

(A recent study has indicated that Jewish people are four times more likely than Muslims to be the victim of a "faith hate" attack - see http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/12/17/nislam117.xml )


2)          Many people who do not subscribe to Judaism as a religion nevertheless consider themselves to be ethnically Jewish. (This was demonstrated by the Canadian census, in which respondents were able to identify themselves as ‘Jewish’ separately in the religion and ethnicity questions and in which the number identifying in either way was 27.6% more than those identifying themselves Jewish by religion alone. 
This view is also supported by the fact that Jewish people in the UK benefit from the protection of the Race Relations Act.)  

Many of these individuals prefer to use communal welfare and social facilities where available, so full and accurate statistics are required to enable effective planning of service provision.




If the question proposed for the 2007 Census Test questionnaire was used in 2011, it would provide information for the following categories:

	Single ethnic group categories:
	Combined ethnic group categories:

	1. White English (in England)

2. White Welsh (in Wales)

3. Other White British

4. White Irish

5. Other White background

6. Mixed: White and Black Caribbean

7. Mixed: White and Black African

8. Mixed: White and Asian

9. Mixed: Other Mixed background

10. Indian

11. Pakistani

12. Bangladeshi

13. Chinese

14. Other Asian background

15. Black Caribbean

16. Black African

17. Other Black background

18. Arab

19. Gypsy/Romany/Irish Traveller

20. Other Ethnic Group
	1. White (categories 1 to 4)

2. Mixed (categories 5 to 9)

3. Asian or Asian British (categories 10 to 14) 

4. Black or Black British (categories 15 to 17)

5. Other ethnic groups (categories 18 to 20)




(Note: information on the ‘other’ ethnic categories, based on respondents’ written answers, is likely to be available in a limited number of tables but not in standard outputs.)

Q10. Would the categories for single ethnic groups listed above provide the information you require? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q12

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	3. Partially
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question


Q11. If no or partially, please state why, describing what additional information you need and the reasons you need it.

	Reasons why: 
Preliminary note:

It is impossible to comment on the possible answers to a question that has not been specified, as the categories are unintelligible in the absence of any indication of which characteristic they are intended to describe. The question should itself have formed part of the consultation to avoid the confusion occasioned by the 2001 question which asked, under a heading of "Ethnicity", "What is your cultural background?" 

Ethnicity is based on identity, culture and descent. These categories are not ethnic categories. Some are based on colour, some on "race" and some on nationality. At times these may overlap with identity or descent but they are not equivalent and they fail to relfect the character or diversity of ethnic groups in Britain. 
It is entirely inappropriate to employ colour as a descriptor of ethnicity – and even less so as a descriptor of cultural background.  The above categories are offensive and, as used in the 2001 census, have been described by the Registrar General for Scotland as "irrational". 

In particular the use of "black" as an identifying category has been widely censured on a number of grounds. Not only do Africans object strongly to having to identify themselves by colour, when Asians, for example, do not, but there are a great number of non-"black" minority communities in the UK (eg. Polish, Kurdish, Italian, Gypsy Traveller), and there are also many Asians, particularly Chinese, who do not identify with this terminology at all, or who use it only as convenient political shorthand.  

Furthermore, the ordering of the categories , with "Mixed" appearing below the various "White" categories and above the "Black", is strongly reminiscent of apartheid attitudes towards race and colour.  It is also illogical, as "mixed" cannot even be interpreted until after the single categories have been read.
In addition, these categories entirely fail to take account of the many European minorities, especially the large numbers of recent immigrants. 

Similarly, there is no direct means for the Jewish population to identify itself as such, and whilst some may write in "Jewish" under "any other ethnic group", others will attempt to fit themselves into one of the listed categories and will therefore remain unidentifiable. The figures for those who do write in "Jewish" will, therefore, give no indication whatever of the total number of Jewish people. As a result the census figures will be at best unhelpful in enabling planning for service provision, and may even mislead the statutory service providers into believing that there is no call for such provision.



Additional information needed: 
These categories should not be used and should ideally be replaced by a "write-in" answer to enable people to describe their own ethnicity in terms acceptable to themselves, and permitting multiple responses.  Failing that, the terminology should be meaningful, relevant and inoffensive, and for our purposes should include  "Jewish" in the ethnicity as well as religion question.



Reasons needed: 
1)       Because unintelligible questions produce unintelligible responses and so useless data.

2)       To enable meaningful information to be gathered to facilitate effective planning for service provision as described above.




Q12. Would the combined ethnic group categories (White; Mixed; Asian or Asian British; Black or Black British; or Other ethnic groups) provide the information you require? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q14

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	3. Partially
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question


Q13. If no or partially, please state why, describing what additional information you need and the reasons you need it.

	Reasons why: 
As stated above, unintelligible questions produce unintelligible responses and so useless data. 



Additional information needed: As response to Q11



Reasons needed: As response to Q11



Q14. Will you need to compare the information on single ethnic groups in 2011 with the information from the 2001 Census? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q16


Q15. If yes, please state for what purposes. 

	
Comparability is obviously of value to enable us to gain an understanding of demographic changes in the Jewish community for the purposes described in response to Q7.  However, the format and wording of the ethnicity question in the 2001 census has proved unpopular with a wide range of people and has made many in minority communities feel alienated and excluded. The ambiguity of the question, and the mix of colour and nationality in the categories has resulted in the responses being less complete and so less useful than they might otherwise have been in providing information about the ethnic descent of the population. 

We therefore see no merit in retaining questions and responses which are irrational (to quote the Registrar General for Scotland), offensive, and alienating, simply for the sake of retaining the same terminology. We believe there is more to be lost than gained in seeking to ensure direct compatibility with the 2001 census, and we strongly urge that the question should be reworded to ensure that the terminology used is intelligible and acceptable to respondents, so that the data collected are meaningful and reliable and will ensure comparability with future censuses.




Q16. Will you need to compare the information on combined ethnic groups in 2011 with the information from the 2001 Census? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q18


Q17. If yes, please state for what purposes.

	
As response to Q15




Comparability over time and across the UK

Q18. Any changes to the ethnic group categories in 2011 may reduce the comparability with information collected in 2001. The degree to which comparability is reduced will depend on the extent of any changes. 

Changes may also affect comparability across the UK. The ethnic group classifications in Scotland and Northern Ireland in 2001 were different from that in England and Wales, due to differences in the ethnic minority populations in each country. The Registrars General of the respective countries are committed to working towards consistent UK Census outputs, but it is possible that the differences between the ethnic group classifications in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland may increase if there are different needs for information in each area.

What would be the effect of a small loss of comparability on your use of ethnic group information? (For example if a few of the single ethnic group categories are not comparable, but comparisons between the combined categories White, Mixed, Asian or Asian British, Black or Black British and Other ethnic group could still be made.) Please describe for each aspect of comparability.
	Comparability with 2001: 
There is no point in collecting unintelligible data, and it is more important that the 2011 classifications should be meaningful than that they should be unduly constrained by comparability with the 2001 figures. 



Comparability across UK or GB: 
Jewish people, in common with the members of many other minority communities, live throughout Great Britain.  It would be regrettable if comparisons between census figures from different parts of Great Britain were not possible, but it is more important to obtain intelligible data where possible.
Furthermore it should not be impossible for ONS statisticians to extrapolate comparisons between surveys that use slightly different terminology on the basis of small test samples. 




Q19. What would be the effect of a large loss of comparability on your use of ethnic group information? (For example if a majority of the single ethnic group categories and the combined categories White, Mixed, Asian or Asian British, Black or Black British and Other ethnic group are not fully comparable.) 
Please describe for each aspect of comparability.
	Comparability with 2001: 
As above - comparing meaningless statistics produces only meaningless data.



Comparability across UK or GB: As response to Q18 



Your views on the acceptability of ethnic group terms

Q20. Ethnic identity and the terms used to describe it can change over time. Sometimes terms that were initially perceived as acceptable come to be seen as unacceptable (for example out-of-date or derogatory), and vice versa. ONS aims to use terminology that is clear, understandable and acceptable to respondents and we welcome comments on the terminology used.

For each of the following terms, do you find them acceptable for use in an ethnic group question? Tick ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for each term.
	
	Yes
	No

	1. White 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Mixed
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Black or Black British
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Asian or Asian British
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Other ethnic groups
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q21. Please give reasons for your answers to Q20.

	Q22. 
Q23. The use of colour as an indicator of belonging to an ethnic minority is particularly problematic. The 2001 census category of "white other" has been the object of widespread criticism for concealing the presence of many minorities that are either non-visible or are visible for reasons other than the colour of their skin, and for providing little in the way of useful information. For example, "Ethnicity Monitoring: Involvement Guidance for Partnerships on Monitoring Involvement" (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, August 2004) concluded that "it may be necessary to undertake further data gathering where sizeable "White Other" populations are concerned "because ‘the category "White Other" was used to cover a wide range of ethnic groups … [and] does not, for instance, distinguish between people of Turkish or Cypriot origin."  More significantly, it does not distinguish between Turkish, Polish and Italian minorities, for whom culturally sensitive provision will be entirely distinct. 
Q24. Moreover, when "black" is used as if it were synonymous with "minority community" communities such as the Chinese, Polish, Jewish and Gypsy Traveller communities are excluded because they are not in any sense black. When "white" is used as if it were synonymous with "the majority community" these same communities are excluded once again because they are not part of the majority community. This double exclusion is particularly divisive and alienating.  

Q25. No purpose is served by the inclusion of a question that asks respondents to describe their colour since some people regard being described by colour as offensive of itself, and others regard only one colour term ("black") as having significance – and that political rather than ethnic. 

Q26. The term "black" is also multiply ambiguous. Recent publications have used the term variously to refer to 

Q27. i)  all minority communities regardless of skin colour

Q28. ii) all visible minority communities (based solely on skin colour)

Q29. iii) minority communities that are neither "white" nor "brown"
Q30. iv) minority communities that are neither "white", "Asian" nor "Hispanic". 

That is sufficient to vitiate the question, since if the terms used in the question are not entirely unambiguous, the responses cannot be relied on in any respect whatever.




Q31. What alternatives or improvements (if any) would you like to see to any of the terms listed in Q20? 
	The census should not use colour terms as descriptors of ethnicity.
*** Please note that from this point on the automated numbering is unreliable***






Q32. Do you find any of the names used to describe the single ethnic group categories unacceptable for use in an ethnic group question? (The single ethnic group category names are listed after Q9.)

	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please describe: 
all terms that use colour as a descriptor


	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q33. Please give reasons for your answer to Q23.

	Colour is not ethnicity and even less is it cultural background. Its use in this way is offensive to many people, and so inconsistent as to vitiate any data collected using such terms. 



Q34. What alternatives or improvements (if any) would you like to see to any of the ethnic group category names? (The ethnic group category names are listed after Q9.)

	The census should not use colour as a descriptor of ethnicity. Ethnicity is based on identity, culture and descent. A successful question on ethnicity needs to capture elements of all three. Because the questions that need to be asked are complex and sensitive, these categories should ideally be replaced by a qualitative, open "write-in" answer to enable people to describe their own ethnicity in terms acceptable to themselves, and permitting multiple responses. Failing that, the terminology should be meaningful, relevant and inoffensive. The census should not use colour as a descriptor of ethnicity. 

For our purposes the census should include "Jewish" in the ethnicity as well as the religion question. 




Your views on multiple response ethnic group information

Ethnic group information from previous UK censuses has been based on asking people to tick one box only. Specific categories were introduced in 2001 to record people with mixed ethnicity (see list after Q9, categories 6 to 9). As the proportion of people with mixed ethnicity is likely to increase, ONS proposes to test whether a multiple-response ethnic group question, based on asking people to tick all categories that apply, would allow people to record their ethnic group more efficiently/accurately. (Note that in the 2001 Census in England and Wales around 2 per cent of respondents ticked more than one answer to the ethnic group question, despite the instruction to tick only one box. They were re-allocated to a single ethnic category during the data processing stage.)

The information from a multiple response ethnic group question would be reported in two different ways.
· A count of all individuals (with people who tick a single response recorded as being of this ethnic group and people who tick more than one response recorded as ‘Mixed: X and Y’ according to the combination of their responses) 

· A count of all responses (e.g. the total number of people who ticked each ethnic group, whether singly or in combination with other responses)

The majority of outputs and reporting would use a count of all individuals. This would contain the ethnic group categories listed in the question, with additional ‘Mixed’ categories for the most common multiple responses. 
Since 2000 several other countries, including USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, have provided multiple-response information on ethnicity or related topics in their censuses. However, changing to multiple-response ethnic categories will reduce the comparability with the single-response information from previous UK censuses. 

Q35. What would be the effect of changing to multiple-response ethnic group on your use of the information? Please describe.
	
It would improve the accuracy and reliablilty of data by not forcing respondents to make artificial choices between the pre-selected responses offered, and so would enable users to gain a more accurate picture of the  diverse ethnicity of people living in the UK.




Q36. What do you see as the advantages and disadvantages of multiple-response ethnic group information? 
	Advantages 

Please describe
	People do not regard themselves as having a single identity, and the response they give often depends on the context (which is why the question is as important as the possible answers).

A more accurate understanding of people's ethnicity will facilitate more effective service provision (eg culturally appropriate services may be different for a person of Jewish/Polish ethnicity than for a person of Jewish/Iranian ethnicity).



	Disadvantages 

Please describe
	Write-in responses may be more complicated to code and analyse but the accelerating cheapness and power of data processing is likely to override this objection. 



Comparison with Scottish test categories

The 2006 Census Test in Scotland used a different ethnic group classification to the one proposed for the 2007 Census Test in England and Wales. The main difference is that it replaces the term ‘White’ with ‘European’ and the term ‘Black’ with ‘African or Caribbean’. It also contains a larger number of tick-box categories. If the 2006 Scottish ethnic group question was used in 2011 it would provide information for the following categories:

	Single ethnic group categories:
	Combined ethnic group categories:

	1. Scottish 

2. English 

3. Welsh 

4. British

5. Northern Irish

6. Irish

7. Other European

8. Multiple ethnic groups

9. Pakistani 

10. Indian 

11. Sikh 

12. Chinese

13. Bangladeshi

14. Other Asian

15. Middle East 

16. North African Arab

17. Other Arab

18. North African 

19. East African

20. Southern African 

21. West African

22. Central African 

23. Caribbean

24. Other African or Caribbean

25. Gypsy/Traveller 

26. Jewish

27. Other ethnic group
	1. European (categories 1 to 7)

2. Multiple ethnic groups (category 8)

3. Asian (categories 9 to 14)

4. Arab (categories 15 to 17)

5. African or Caribbean (categories 18 to 24)

6. Other ethnic groups (categories 25 to 27)




More information on the 2006 Census Test in Scotland is available here: 

www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/census/censushm2011/index.html
Q37. What do you see as the advantages and disadvantages of the Scottish 2006 test classification (above) compared with the England and Wales 2007 test classification (shown after Q9)?

	Advantages 

Please describe
	Since it has been constructed to avoid offensive and ambiguous terms,  these categories are much more acceptable and more likely to provide reliable data than those used in the 2001 census. We particularly welcome the inclusion of  '"Jewish" among the ethnic categories.


	Disadvantages 

Please describe
	Some people may be constrained by the need to tick only one box and may feel that they have to choose between different facets of their ethnicity. We would prefer a "write-in" response, or, failing that, the option of ticking multiple boxes. This would, for example enable, enable a Jewish person with one European and one North African parent, to describe his/her ethnicity more accurately than the current proposal would admit.



Other comments on ethnicity

Q38. If you have any other comments on ethnic group in the census please record below.

	
Ethnicity is a complex area and it is extremely difficult to capture this complexity in a single classification system. There is no single factor identifiable as "ethnicity" - which is precisely what the failings of the 2001 question demonstrated.  Instead there are a variety of factors that contribute to an individual’s sense of "identity", including the respondent’s nationality, descent, race, religion, culture, and language, among others, and all of these should be the subject of separate explicit questions if the census is to provide useful information in this complex and often sensitive area.




Your views on national identity

A question on national identity has not been included in previous censuses, though it has been asked in surveys such as the Labour Force Survey since 2001. National identity is subjective and self-perceived, unlike objective information such as country of citizenship. It records (for example) English, Welsh and Scottish national identities separately from an overall British identity and independently from ethnic group. It also allows recording of national identities from outside the UK. Testing of the national identity question showed that British-born people from ethnic minority groups preferred answering the ethnic group question if they were asked to record their national identity first. 
Q39. Do you need national identity information from the 2011 Census? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q34


Q40. For what purposes do you/your organisation need this information? Please describe.
	





If the question proposed for the 2007 Census Test questionnaire was used in 2011, it would provide information for the following national identity categories:

	1. English

2. Welsh

3. Scottish

4. Northern Irish

5. British

6. Irish

7. Other national identities


National identity is a multiple response question, so it would also provide information for different combinations of national identities. (Note: information on the ‘other’ national identity categories, based on respondents’ written answers, is likely to be available in a limited number of tables but not in standard outputs.)

Q41. Would the proposed categories for national identity provide the information you require? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q34

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	3. Partially
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question


Q42. If no or partially, please state why, describing what additional information you need and the reasons you need it.

	Reasons why:      
Additional information needed:      
Reasons needed:      



Q43. If you have any other comments on national identity in the census please record below.

	
Any question on national identity should be entirely unambiguous about what information it is seeking otherwise some respondents may interpret the question as asking about their actual nationality, others about their country of birth, and others about familial or emotional attachment to a nationality that might or might not be their own. Once again, counting responses has no merit if the respondents intended different things by their responses. 

Consequently, once again it is the question that should be subject to consultation before the possible responses. 




Your views on religion

A voluntary question on religion was asked for the first time in England and Wales in 2001. The question in England and Wales gathers information on religious identity or affiliation, rather than observance or practice. It differs from the religion questions used in the Scottish and Northern Irish censuses.

Q44. Do you need religion information from the 2011 Census? 

	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q41


Q45. For what purposes do you/your organisation need this information? Please describe.
	
As stated above, accurate information is required to enable effective planning for service provision.




If the question proposed for the 2007 Census Test questionnaire was used in 2011, it would provide information for the following religion categories in England and Wales:

1. No religion

2. Christian

3. Buddhist

4. Hindu

5. Jewish

6. Muslim

7. Sikh

8. Other religions

(Note: information on the ‘other’ religious categories, based on respondents’ written answers, is likely to be available in a limited number of tables but not in standard outputs.)

Q46. Would the proposed categories for religion provide the information you require? 

	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q41

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	3. Partially
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question


Q47. If no or partially, please state why, describing what additional information you need and the reasons you need it.

	Reasons why: 
Preliminary note:

It is impossible to comment on the possible answers to a question that has not been specified, as the categories are unintelligible in the absence of the question to which they are supposed to relate.  This is clearly demonstrated by the 2001 Scottish census which used the same categories as responses to two different questions and, of course, obtained different (and useful) data. The question should itself have formed part of the consultation to avoid the differences in interpretation between the religion questions in the Scottish and English censuses in 2001.

Responses to this question in isolation would not provide full data on the Jewish community since, 

1)       It only provides information only about people who regard themselves as Jewish by religion but does not capture those who regard themselves as Jewish only by ethnicity. 

2)      Depending on the wording of the question, it may only capture those who belong to a formal community and not those who identify less formally. 


The above list should be reordered so that "No religion" appears at the bottom rather than top of the list.



Additional information needed: 
"Jewish" should be a possible response to the ethnicity question as well as to the religion question. 

The question should be worded to ensure that it captures all levels of identification and not only formal membership. (The 2001 English census was preferable to the Scottish in this respect.)



Reasons needed: 
To facilitate community planning at a time when identification is less formal than in the past. Communal facilities are not purely religious, but also social, educational etc and it is therefore important to count all who might make use of these irrespective of their formal affiliation. 




Q48. Will you need to compare the information on religion in 2011 with the information from the 2001 Census? 
	3. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	4. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q41


Q49. If yes, please state for what purposes.
	
To access information about the changing demography of the Jewish community.
 However, we do not believe that direct comparability with the 2001 census is as important as ensuring that the questions and possible responses are worded in a manner likely to result in meaningful data.




Q50. If you have any other comments on religion in the census please record below.

	
We prefer the wording of the 2001 England and Wales question "What is your religion or faith?" to the wording employed in Scotland “What religion or faith do you belong to?”. The latter is likely to have depressed numbers, as many people interpret "belonging" as requiring an active  commitment, such as for example, paying formal membership dues.
In addition to a question about people's current faith, it would be valuable to extend UK-wide the question asked only in Scotland in 2001 regarding the religion in which they have been brought up. As already stated, many people who do not identify with a faith in religious terms still wish to access culturally specific services, so this would support planning for appropriate service provision.




Your views on language

A question on Welsh language proficiency has been included in previous censuses in Wales. ONS proposes to continue to measure Welsh language proficiency in Wales in 2011. 
Proficiency in other languages has not been recorded in previous censuses in England or Wales, and will only be included in 2011 if there is space for four pages of individual questions per person. But we are aiming to get a better understanding of users’ requirements for language information. If there is a strong requirement for language information it may be possible to collect it using another survey, subject to funding. 

Language ability can be difficult to measure using a self-completion form, and there are many different aspects of language. Please use the section below to record your requirements on this topic.

Q51. Do you need language information? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q50


Q52. Which languages are you particularly interested in, if any? Please write in.
	     



Q53. For what purposes do you/your organisation need language information?

	     



If the question proposed for the 2007 Census Test questionnaire was used in 2011, it would provide information for the following new aspects of language ability in England and Wales:

1. Ability to understand spoken English

2. Ability to speak English

3. Ability to read English

4. Ability to write in English

5. Ability to understand spoken Welsh (new for population in England)

6. Ability to speak Welsh (new for population in England)

7. Ability to read Welsh (new for population in England)

8. Ability to write in Welsh (new for population in England)

9. Ability to understand British Sign Language (BSL)

10. Ability to sign in BSL

11. Other languages understood

12. Other languages spoken/signed

13. Other languages read

14. Other languages written

Q54. Would the proposed categories for language ability provide the information you require? 
	1. Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to Q47

	2. No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question

	3. Partially
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ( go to next question


Q55. If no or partially, please state why, describing what additional information you need and the reasons you need it.

	Reasons why:      
Additional information needed:      
Reasons needed:      



Q56. To what extent would information on the number of people who do not speak English, and the languages spoken by those who do not, be useful to you?

	1. Very useful 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	2. Useful
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	3. Not useful
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


Q57. There are many aspects of language ability. Which of the following aspects of language ability do you need to know about, and to what extent? Tick the relevant box in each row.
	
	Very important
	Quite important
	Do not need

	1. Ability to understand spoken English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Ability to speak English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Ability to read English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Ability to write in English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Which languages are understood, other than English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. Which languages are spoken, other than English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. Which languages are read, other than English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. Which languages are written, other than English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9. Ability to understand spoken Welsh (among population in England)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10. Ability to speak Welsh (among population in England)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11. Ability to read Welsh (among population in England)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. Ability to write in Welsh (among population in England)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. Frequency of speaking Welsh
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14. Frequency of speaking other languages
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15. Mother tongue or first language
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	16. Main language(s) spoken at home
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	17. Preferred spoken language for communicating with public authorities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	18. Preferred written language for communicating with public authorities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other aspects of language ability, please specify 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q58. If only one piece of language information could be collected, what would be the most useful to you/your organisation? 
Choose one aspect from Q48 above and write in the number below, or describe in your own words.

	Piece of information required
	     

	Specific language (if applicable)
	     


Q59. If you have any other comments on language please record below.

	Whilst language data is of limited use to us, it is an important area and we support the collection of this information for those for whom it would be of benefit. 



Prioritising your requirements

The eventual questions used in 2011 will have to balance the requirements for information with the constraints on questionnaire length.

Q60. Please rank these four topics in order, based on how important each piece of information is to you/your organisation. 
Number each topic from 1 to 4, where 1 is the most important topic and 4 is the least important.
	Ethnic group
	2

	National identity
	4

	Religion
	1

	Language
	3


Q61. Of all the requirements you have mentioned in this questionnaire, which are the most important to you/your organisation? List up to three. 
	1. The possibility of responding "Jewish" in both ethnicity and religion questions

	2. The removal of colour as a descriptor in the ethnicity question

	3. A  write-in response for the ethnicity question, or, at minimum, the possibility of ticking multiple boxes. 


GENERAL COMMENTS

Q62. Use the space below for any other comments you want to add.

	We welcome the opportunity to participate in this consultation because the census ethnicity and religion questions have the potential to provide much valuable information that will enable us to better represent the Jewish community and ensure effective service provision for that community. We emphasise, however, that the questions must be such as to produce meaningful information and not useless and irrelevant data.  

There is an issue of confidentiality and identifiability of individual responses where people from minority communities live in relative isolation and may be clearly identified within an enumeration district. There are parts of the community we represent where there may be a very small number of people within a single Local Authority area. If the census is devised in such a way as to become sensitive to the diversity of ethnic origins, aggregation, even of several enumeration discricts, will clearly not preserve confidentiality. However, the alternative of approximation at enumeration discrict level will lead to misleading indiators and compromise the integrity of the census. The figures should, therefore, be prepared and released only at aggregated levels. 
We must express our concern at the construction of this form - not only is it impossible to select passages of text, thereby making editing a response tedious and frustrating, but the auto-numbering system fails at Q22, and thereafter appears to change each time the document is opened. Since some of your questions cross-refer to others by numbers that appear not to exist, this does not make for a satisfactory response.

Forgive an ad hominem point, but can the census processes be relied on to be any more robust?





Thank you for contributing your views. Please return this form to: ethnicity&identity@ons.gov.uk 

Emailed forms are preferred. We can also be contacted at:

Ethnicity and Identity Branch

Room D201, Office for National Statistics

1 Drummond Gate

London SW1V 2QQ

Tel: 020 7533 5741

1

