Nostra Aetate

In October 1965, dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Jewish
community was opened up by Nostra Aetate, an historic document
about relations between Catholicism and non-Christian faiths that was
published by the Vatican. Since then, the conversation has flourished.

Five years ago, SColeC and the Roman Catholic Church marked the 40th
anniversary of Nostra Aetate by a reception and tree-planting at the home
of Cardinal Keith OiBrien in Edinburgh (see Four Corners issue 8). This
year we will mark the 45th anniversary by holding an interfaith seminar
in Giffnock Synagogue on the 6 October, jointly hosted by Rabbi Moshe
Rubin and the Archbishop of Glasgow, Mario Conti.

The main contributors will be Chief Rabbi David Rosen and Father
John Pawlikowski, who are both involved in the International Council
of Christians and Jews. They will also address public meetings on
5 October at Glasgow University, on 6 October at Edinburgh University, and
on 7 October at Aberdeen University. Rabbi Rosen, who is Honorary Advisor
on Interfaith Relations to the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, was made a CBE in
2010 for his contribution to interfaith relations in the Middle East, and good
relations between Israel and the UK. He also has the unusual distinction
of having been awarded a papal knighthood for his contribution to the
reconciliation between Catholics and Jews.
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Our Website gets a Makeover!

Over the summer the SColeC website has been completely redesigned.
The most obvious change is that it now features the new form of
our logo, and there are also lots of new features. These include a
noticeboard where communal organisations can publicise events
and advertise for volunteers and staff. There is now also an online
discussion area where you can air your opinions and discuss
topics that are important to you. You can also keep up-to-date

by signing up to the RSS feeds that have been added to the inew

e’ " on sited and dcurrent consultationsi pages. Donit worry though
o 4 0 weidve still kept your old favourites, such as the Guidebook,
‘9.4"‘ Four Corners, and Scotlandis Jews!
» SColeC has also been working with the Pears Foundation and
Learning and Teaching Scotland to make the highly-acclaimed Jewish
- ’ @ > Way of Life resource available to schools in Scotland, and it is now
s 1‘;\,, P 2 available on our website at www.scojec.org/resources/jwol/jwol.html.
d So come and visit our fresh new site! Youill be in good company 8 more than 2000

people visit it every month, reading, on average, nearly 25,000 pages between them.
w Find your way around with ease, join in a variety of discussions, send us information about
anything youdd like advertised 6 and let us know what you think about the new design!

The one thing that hasnit changed is the address 0 youill find us at www.scojec.org
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MANY THANKS TO GLENMORANGIE FOR SPONSORING THIS ISSUE OF FOUR CE)
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Glemorangie Original, Astar, and Ardbeg have recently received kosher certification
from the Orthodox Union. 6We are very pleased to have Glenmorangie become the
first major single malt scotch brand to attain OU certification,d said Rabbi Eliyahu
Safran, OU Kosherfs Vice President of Communications and Marketing. Welcoming
their new status, Brian Cox, Glenmorangieis USA Brand Director, said 0The OU
Kosher certification will bring our iconic brand to an entirely new consumer base

that can now enjoy our products.6

So look out for the logo, and letis toast the new year

in true Scottish style with a kosher

certified whisky!

The Board of Deputies of British Jews, a sister organisation to the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities,
celebrated its 250th anniversary on 20th June 2010. Four hundred past and present Deputies came together for a
party in the UKis oldest synagogue, Bevis Marks, in the City of London. The party was paid for using a legacy from
the late Gertrude Shilling, a deputy well known for her extravagant headgear, and guests came wearing hats of all
types, from fedoras, to panamas, to bowlers, to honour her memory.

After drinks in the courtyard at Bevis Marks,
the birthplace of the Board of Deputies
in 1760, the party moved inside, and the
President and Honorary Officers, along
with the lay leaders of all the religious
denominations in the community, applauded
250 years of promoting and protecting the
civil liberties of Jewish people in the UK.

Edward Green, the deputy from Edinburgh,
said, 0We have a lot to be thankful to the
Board of Deputies for. For 250 years, it has
represented the Jews of Britain, protected their
rights, voiced their concerns, and petitioned
and campaigned wherever necessary. Most
fittingly, they have also helped to ensure that
British Jewsi compassion and concern for
others is seen and acted on.6

This is the second big anniversary that
the UK Jewish community has celebrated
0 last year was the 350th anniversary of
the readmission of Jews to England by
Cromwell. Jews were never readmitted to
Scotland because they were never expelled
(although that may be because they were
none here to expel!!)

DAVID SHILLING,

IN ASCOT HAT,
WELCOMES DEPUTIES
TO BEVIS MARKS

—

250 YEARS OF
CONVENTION AND
CONTENTION

A History of the
Board of Deputies of British Jews,
1760382010 by Raphael Langham

BOOK REVIEW BY KENNETH COLLINS

The Board of Deputies is rightly
proud to be celebrating the
completion of two hundred
and fifty years of service to the
British Jewish community. Most
of the Scottish synagogues, the
Glasgow Jewish Representative
Council, as well as SColeC, are
affiliated to the Board, and their
deputies have been involved in
a wide range of Board activities. One of the current Vice-Presidents
is Glasgow-based Paul Edlin, and Scottish Deputies Judith Tankel and
Ephraim Borowski were successive Chairs of the Regional Council for
14 of the last 17 years.

Beginning as a representative organisation of Londonis Jews, the
Board grew to encompass members from communities from all over
Britain. In recent years it has supported the functioning of SColeC,
recognising the Scottish devolution settlement, which saw the
establishment of a Parliament in Edinburgh with legislative powers.
However, the book does not even mention Scottish educational or
legal issues that the Board helped with in the pre-devolution era, let
alone the recent momentous shift in the representation of the Scottish
Jewish Community. Indeed, quite bizarrely for a genuine national
organisation, there is no mention of any Jewish activity outside
London in the past century and a half.

The Boardis history is also ill served by the often pedestrian prose
and poor arrangement of material. It has also been criticised for
its uncritical approach and avoidance of many contentious issues.
Nevertheless, it does cover many issues and events over the past two
and half centuries that will engage the readerds interest. Further, it is
to the Boardis credit that they have proposed launching their history
in communities around the country. However, because this book
excludes key elements of the national Jewish story, this exercise is
unlikely contribute to a positive image of the Board in the regions.





http://www.jpr.org.uk/news/detail.php?id=167

