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SCoJeC IS A SCOTTISH CHARITY, NO. SC029438

FOUR CORNERS IS ON THE WEB 
www.scojec.org

Contacts in the 
corners of Scotland

GLASGOW SHERYL: 0141- 577 8200

EDINBURGH JACKIE: 07734– 291 836

DUNDEE  PAUL: 07906– 219 262 

ABERDEEN  EHUD: 01224– 485 601

ARGYLL & HIGHLANDS 
 FRANK:  01445– 712 151 
STUDENTS  
 GARRY & SUZANNE: 0141–620  0730 
carazy  07791– 292 790

Please send your comments and 
contributions to Four Corners

SCOTTISH COUNCIL OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE, 

222 FENWICK ROAD, GIFFNOCK, GLASGOW G46 6UE
TEL: 0141-638 6411  FAX : 0141-577 8202

E-MAIL: SCOJEC@SCOJEC.ORG
CONTACT: LEAH GRANAT 07887 488 100 
FOUR CORNERS IS PRODUCED BY SCoJeC, THE UMBRELLA 

REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION OF ALL THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES
 IN SCOTLAND. THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE THOSE OF THE 

AUTHORS, NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF SCoJeC.
© SCOTTISH COUNCIL OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES
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PAST, 
PRESENT, 
& FUTURE.
WALTER SNEADER, CHAIR OF SCoJeC

If SCoJeC did not exist, we would have to invent it    ! That’s 
no cliché; it’s absolutely true. The Scottish Government 
and civil servants alike expect all religious and ethnic 
groups to have a central body with which they can liaise.
When the Scottish Parliament came into existence, elected leaders of 
the Glasgow Jewish Representative Council and Edinburgh Hebrew 
Congregation, and representatives of the other Jewish communities in 
Scotland recognised that the informal meetings between them that had 
existed for some years could now serve as the basis on which to build a new 
structure. And during the subsequent ten years that structure took on its 
own momentum and evolved into an organisation whose name is familiar 
to most MSPs and senior civil servants in Scotland.

The routine everyday work of SCoJeC is carried out by our Director, 
Ephraim Borowski, and Public Affairs Officer, Leah Granat. They constitute 
a formidable team that has a remarkable record for networking. This has 
enabled the organisation to be frequently consulted by parliamentarians 
and officials about a wide range of issues extending even beyond the 
immediate concerns of the Jewish community. Therein lies the strength 
of SCoJeC. We are admired not only for the way we try to look after the 
interests of our own community, but also for assisting other ethnic minority 
groups and collaborating with the other faith communities in Scotland.

Ephraim and Leah are viewed as fellow professionals by those with whom 
they come into contact in their work, but what they do is closely monitored 

by the SCoJeC Council. The majority are 
representatives nominated by their community, 
including the students, and others are 
coopted for their special skills. The Council is 
responsible for making policy decisions and 
overseeing strategy. A smaller Management 
Group can deal with urgent issues that require 
rapid decisions to be made. 

It is difficult to predict what demands will be 
made on SCoJeC in the coming decade, but if 
the proposed referendum on independence 
results in a yes vote, then the workload will 
be dramatically increased. While the various 
Trusts and others who have supported us 
since our creation will hopefully continue to 
contribute to our funding, we will certainly 
need support from the entire community if 
we are to do what will be expected of us.

Scottish Council of
Jewish Communities

EPHRAIM AND LEAH INTRODUCING THE CHIEF RABBI
TO THE THEN FIRST MINISTER JACK McCONNELL 

DURING HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE NEW SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Welcome to a new decade! 
I’ve never fully understood why we make such a fuss about decades, 
but I’d better get used to it, as both SCoJeC and I reach one of these 
“big ones”!  Perhaps just as we look back in order to look forward 
at Rosh HaShanah, this is time for a longer look both ways.  

We can’t know what the future holds, but we can try to shape it for 
the better.  So I can do no better than reiterate the vision of Rev 
Ernest Levy, a survivor of the ultimate hatred, who became one of 
our Community’s most respected ambassadors: 

“Each person must be part of society, without giving up his identity, 
values and traditions.  Each human being is unique, and each must 
recognise the validity of each other’s beliefs.  There is a fundamental 
human right to be as different from each other as we please.”

Shanah tovah, and may Ernest’s memory, like his work, be a 
blessing for us all. EPHRAIM BOROWSKI 



Caledonian Jews: 
A STUDY OF SEVEN SMALL 

COMMUNITIES IN SCOTLAND 
By Nathan Abrams (McFarland, 2009)

HARVEY L KAPLAN

Many people around the world express 
surprise that there are Jews in Scotland, 
and even in Scotland there are many who 
do not realise that beyond the existing 
Jewish communities of Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Dundee and Aberdeen, there were once tiny 
formal communities in Ayr, Dunfermline, 
Falkirk, Greenock, and Inverness.
Nathan Abrams has filled a gap by 
writing the first ever book on Scottish 
Jewish communities outwith Glasgow 
and Edinburgh.  In doing so, he not only 
documents and illustrates the stories of 
what he has termed these ‘revolving door 
communities’, but also explains how Jews came to be in these outlying towns, 
whether to study, to work, or, in the 1930s and 1940s, as refugees.  He examines 
possible reasons for the growth and decline of these small communities, and the 
similarities and differences between these scattered outposts.  He also makes 
mention of particular Jewish individuals and families, including a number of 
colourful characters who lived in isolation in Shetland, Stornoway, Dumfries, Perth, 
and many points in between. 
Dr Abrams has trawled widely amongst the source material, using the records 
of the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre, including minutes, cemetery lists, and 
correspondence, all of which are documented in the useful appendices.  He also 
uses newspaper reports, census and naturalisation records, and reminiscences sent 
to him by a number of former residents of these small communities. 
He does another service for historians by summarising for the first time what he 
calls ‘mystery, myth, rumour, and conjecture’ – all the stories and theories about 
Jews in medieval Scotland who, if they ever existed, have left no firm evidence.

Harvey Kaplan is director of the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre  
www.sjac.org.uk and would be delighted to receive stories and 
memorabilia of Jewish life around Scotland.

The first question I am always asked (not including the naïve southern English 
question of “Where is St Andrews?” or “Is it nice being a student in Wales?”) is 
whether there is a Jewish community in St Andrews. I reply that there are over 
120 Jewish Society members, making it the largest J-Soc in Scotland. 

From this, I’m then asked what events we hold as Jewish students or are all our events
for “frum” students? In fact, St Andrews J-Soc caters for all Jewish students, no matter 
what their religious background. Consequently, over my university career, I have 
witnessed numerous different events, all based on the same important message of 
involving as many Jewish students as possible and for them to feel comfortable.

The most frequent events must be our Friday night Shabbat dinners, and these 
are probably my favourite J-Soc activity. Not only do a large group of students 
attend this event, but the meal is completely prepared and cooked by students (and 
provides 4 kosher courses for a low price!). The Shabbat meals symbolise fully the 
warm atmosphere of our J-Soc, as no matter what the background of the student, 
we all have a laugh and chat over some chicken soup and challah! 

There are also numerous other activities on offer. For example, we celebrate all the 
Festivals appropriately, and participate in regional weekend getaways with other 
Scottish J-Socs.  We hold Israeli themed evenings where we can all eat tasty Israeli food. 
For politically minded students, we run educational sessions, and during last year 
we fought to have an equal say about the “Occupation” of the University by students 
opposing Israeli action in Gaza. However, unlike many Jewish groups, we are not 
politically focussed, and all views are individual and not a “J-Soc standard view”.

I had a fantastic time as a Jewish student, and would appeal to the community to 
continue to support our students, particularly in the current economic climate.  Now 
that I have graduated, I am also creating an official Alumni Association for Jewish 
students, and would urge any former St Andrews students – and indeed alumni of other 
Scottish J-Socs – to get in touch. If interested please contact SCoJeC or the Chaplaincy 
Board who will forward my details.  HAYDEN KRASNER

Kibbutz Mevo Hama, overlook-
ing Lake Kinneret from the 
Golan Heights, was established
in 1968 by a group including 
several Glasgow Habonim 
members, and still has strong 
Scottish connections.  A tradi-
tion at kibbutz weddings is the 
“Sherele” entertainment after
the chuppah, and here we 
have Frank Donnell playing the 
part of the kilted rabbi.  Frank 
and the father of the groom, 
Lennie Levstein (above right), 
were amongst the Scottish 
founders of the kibbutz.

Student Life in St Andrews

TWO CULTURES



A S S O C I A T I O N  O F

Jewish Refugees
AGNES ISAACS

A well attended annual gathering was addressed
by AJR Director, Carol Rossen, who spoke 
about the huge developments she has 
seen in her twenty eight years with the 
organisation. Sue Kurlander, Head of Social
Services at AJR, spoke about the important 
work of her department, and there were 
lively group discussions on several topics:  
the importance of preserving our heritage;
divided loyalties; and issues for the second 
generation. After a delicious salmon lunch
the group was enthralled by guest speaker
Edward Green on the fascinating subject of
the Queen’s Jewels, and entertained by Gica 
Loening of Celter Schmelter Klezmer.
The recently published AJR Memorial Book for 
Scotland was on display. This contains contribu-
tions from relatives living in Scotland, or with 
a Scottish family connection, their stories and 
pictures of family who perished in the Shoah.
AJR holds regular meetings with interesting 
speakers in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and 
Newcastle, as well as smaller Continental 
Friends meetings in members’ homes.
To join us or find out more about AJR contact: 
Agnes Isaacs: 
AJR Scotland & Newcastle co-ordinator
agnes@ajr.org.uk / tel 07551–968 593
Eileen Brady: 
AJR Scotland & Newcastle Social Worker
tel 0191–273 9681 

Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation celebrated 
their Fourth Annual Festival Open Day in 
the Jewish Community Centre with extracts 
from Edinburgh Festival shows, and on-
stage interviews with performers who have 
a Jewish connection. 
This year’s event included acts ranging from 
Time Keepers, an award winning drama from 
Israel, to Lynn Ruth Miller, a septuagenarian 
comedienne from the US.

There were laughs as the audience was treated to a snippet of David 
Solomon’s hilarious one man show Mother/Son, about a gay man and 
his Jewish mother. Equally amusing was Daniel Cainer’s musical show 
Jewish Chronicles.

A more serious mood was created by Raymond Raszkowski Ross’s drama 
A Promised Land, which portrays Rivka Feldman.  She was a friend of Jane 
Haining, who rescued Jewish orphans in the second world war, died in 
Auschwitz, and is the only Scot to be honoured at Yad Vashem.

In all some 40 performers made a contribution, and around 100 people came to see them.  Organiser and presenter of 
the Open Day, David Neville said, “It was a surprise and delight to once again have so many fantastic performers and 
visitors from all over the world.”

The EHC also held its Annual Civic service that Shabbat, which was attended by George Grubb, the Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 

Jewish Meantime
WHERE HAVE ALL THE HOURS GONE?

VALERIE HOUSE

How did we arrive at Rosh Hashanah when surely it was Passover only a 
few weeks ago – or so it seems? And Passover marks the beginning of my 
search for lost time.  To continue ...
After a year of waiting it was wonderful to finally get all five generations 
of the family together to celebrate Pesach in the North West of Scotland.  
The 20 of us span 93 years, from Aubrey down to 6 month old Amber. 
Because I wasn’t too well, the children did most of the cooking, even the 
kneidlech – which of course weren’t as good as Mum’s! I attended part 1
of the first Seder and part 2 of the second Seder – so that’s why we 
celebrate 2 nights! 
Four weeks later my stairlift was installed, having been sent to France 
and disappeared for 6 weeks. So at last I could put away all the Pesach 
things that remained huddled together away under cloths to protect 
them from contamination by chometz. 
Then, just as I thought it was all done, I spent two weeks in hospital. (Don’t 
ask!)  When I got back, Frank wheeled me into the dining room to show me 
the progress made on our new conservatory – only for me to find the table 
still covered with Pesach glasses of every shape and size. 
Why can you never get back into cupboards that which you take out? I 
don’t know about the Law of Diminishing Returns – I am cursed by a Law 
of Increasing Can’t Returns!  I shall have to go back to packing them in 
boxes and forgetting where I have put them, unless I put another note in 
my essential-things-for-Pesach file, an absolute necessity when you live 
245 miles north of Glasgow and suffer from post-adolescent memory 
lapses!  Except it isn’t next year any more – there’s only 8 months to go, 
and where did I put that file?
So that is what must happen to all the lost hours, weeks, and even 
months – I have packed them away in a storage box, and lost the file 
which tells me where I put it.
NB No over-large armchair was used in the writing of this monologue. 

TOP: THE AUDIENCE AT EHC

MIDDLE: THE BAND ‘WOODY SEZ’

BOTTOM: DANIEL CAINER

SPEAKERS & ORGANISERS AT THE AJR ANNUAL MEETING IN EDINBURGH

EDINBURGH SHUL

Festival 
Open Day






